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MARCH OF EVENTS 


On June 16 a three-day extraordinary session of the Diet was convened 
to apptove a number of official measures de- 
signed to intensify the prosecution of hostilities 
on a far more effective total war footing than 
hitherto. This was the eighty-second session of the Diet which, 
displaying a remarkable speed, transacted the entire scheduled business 
and resolved to exert its utmost to enhance further the fighting poten- 
tiality of the nation. Premier General Hidéki Tohjo, speaking on the 
opening day of the Diet, made a seven-point declaration. He affirmed 
that the defence preparations of greater East Asia had been strengthened 
appteciably, and that Japan was making all arrangements to launch 
decisive operations. Explaining that the relations with the Nanking: 
Government had become strikingly smooth and close, he declared for 
the first time that independence would be granted to the Philippines 
within this year. The declaration of the Philippine independence was 
warmly received by the Filipino people who reiteratedtheir pledge to co- 
operate with Japan sincerely in order to fight this war until final victory 
was won. Mr. Jorge B. Vargas, chairman of the Philippine Executive 
Commission, and other leaders offered their nation’s absolute allegiance 
to Japan. In consequence of the Premiet’s declaration, a Philippine In- 
dependence Preparatory Committee was organized, which is now busy 
formulating the necessary measures to set up an autonomous adminis- 
tration, Premier Tohjo also mentioned that the Burma Independence 
Preparatory Commission, which was recently organized by the leaders 
of that country, was engaged in framing a new autonomous Constitu- 
tion. Then he assured the Indonesian people that it was the intention 
of Japan to permit the local populace participate gradually in administra- 
tion to the extent commensurate with the degtee of their ability, adding 


Reactions to Premier’s 
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that a beginning in that direction would be madein Java. This assur- 
ance of Premier Tohjo was hailed as Japan’s genuine manifestation of 
goodwill toward the southern peoples by the Indonesians. As regards 
India, he again emphasized that Japan was willing to extend all possible 
aids to that country to attain independence in the true sense of the term. 
The Indian people residing in the territories under Japanese sphere once 
more expressed their gratefulness for this sympathetic reference. 
Lastly, Premier Tohjo stated that the Axis solidarity was unshakable, 
and that there was no doubt whatsoever that the ultimate victory would 
be on the side of the Axis Powers. A secutiny of the reactions to 
Premier Tohjo’s speech clearly points out that the Nanking-controlled 
China, the Philippines, Malaya, Burma and the East Indies are solidly 
behind Japan to protect the newly acquired independent regional 
integrity of greater East Asia. On the other hand, the invariableness 
of Axis unity is disclosed in the official statements and newspaper com- 
ments released in Germany, Italy and other Axis countties. Premier 
Tohjo in his speech has certainly clarified that Japan is prosecuting this 
wat to restore greater East Asia to its rightful status. 


Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, prominent Indian nationalist leader and 
twice president of the Indian National Congress, 

Sateen ae arrived in Tokyo from Berlin in time to hear Premier 
Tohjo’s reference to India in his Diet speech. On 

June 14 Mr. Bose held discussions with Premier Tohjo and other 
leaders of Japan, and on June 19 in a press interview he declared that 
the Indians residing outside India must take up arms to fight for the 
independence of theit motherland. In this connection, he mentioned 
that the Japanese Government had consented to give all facilities to 
the Indian nationalists to form their own organization as a means to 
consolidate their freedom movement. He added that the Tripartite 
Powers “‘ have rendered the greatest help to India’s struggle by waging 
wat against Britain,’ and voiced his confidence that India would be 
free. He continued: ‘The freedom that we shall win through our 
sacrifice and exertion, we shall be able to preserve with our own 
Strength.” It is understood that Mr. Bose conferred at length with 
the key military leaders of Japan and explained to them the 
manner in which he proposed to organize a tevolutionaty force with 

_ the assistance of this country. He also addressed the Taisei Yokusan 
_ Seiji-kai (National Service Political Association) and delivered radio 
speeches to India, Germany, Italy and Japan. With the arrival of Mr. 
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Bose in this part of the world, the local Indian independence movement 
has received a significant momentum. The Indians residing in Japan, 
pacified China, the Philippines, Indo-China, Thailand, Burma, Malaya 
and the Hast Indies have conveyed their fullest support to Mr. Bose in 
conducting the revolutionary movement which he is now organizing. 


At the plenary session of the House of Representatives Budget Com- 
mittee on June 17, Foreign Minister Ma- 
moru Shighémitsu made clear Japan’s 
foreign policy and, at the same time, 
assailed Britain and the United States for their intention of dominating 
East Asia. He stated: ‘‘ Japan desires to establish relations of 
friendly and neighbourly co-operation with the East Asiatic nations on 
the basis of equality and reciprocity.” He added: ‘‘ The American 
and British policies have always been exclusive, exploting and mono- 
polistic.”” He concluded by saying that Japan was engaged in wat to 
permit East Asia to rule its own destiny and participate in the envisaged 
new world order in collaboration with the Axis Powers. 


Foreign Minister Assails 


Britain-U.S. Policy 


Premier General Hidéki Tohjo in his capacity as Wat Minister reported 
to the Diet on the first day of the eighty- 

War and Navy Ministers s-cond extraordinary session the military 
enor ie Wet Stamens sift prevailing and the results ob- 
tained by Japan. At the outset, he declared that the demise of Fleet- 
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto in the southern Pacific war zone has 
additionally spurred the morale of the entire nation to fight this war 
being confident of success; and then he paid a glowing tribute to the 
Japanese officers and men who in Attu Island in the Aleutians, though 
overwhelmed by numerically and materially superior American forces, 
fought grimly till death before the American contingents could occupy 
the island. Thereafter, he concisely surveyed the results obtained by 
the Japanese forces on the Indo-Burmese border, in China, New Guinea 
and the Solomons. Navy Minister Admiral Shighétaro Shimada also 
submitted a lengthy report on the naval watfate situation. He an- 
nounced that the number of enemy warplanes destroyed so far totalled 
5.244 and battleships, aircraft-carriers, cruisers, destroyers and sub- 
marines sunk respectively came up to thirteen, eleven, fifty-five, fifty- 
six and 128—in all, 332 warships. Besides, merchantmen sent to 
the bottom reached 369 with a total tonnage of 2,250,000. The Japa- 
nese losses were 878 airplanes destroyed and one battleship, three air- 
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ctaft-catriers, thtee cruisers, nineteen destroyers, eleven submarines 
and thirteen other warcraft sunk. ‘The loss of vessels connected with 
the Navy totalled ninety-eight with an aggregate of about 352,000 
tons. 


A Burmese inspection party comprising twenty-five influential men 
from different walks of life headed by U Ba Lwin, 
an influential nationalist figure, arrived in Tokyo 
on June 12 from Rangoon. During their 
stay, the Burmese representatives visited the important economic, 
industrial, social and educational institutes to observe at first-hand the 
real condition of wartime Japan. Almost simultaneously a Philippine 
inspection party of twenty-one members under the leadership of Mr. 
Leon G. Guinto, Mayor of Manila, came to Tokyo on June 15. Most 
of the members are among those leading personalities who are exerting 
their utmost to construct a new Philippines. Their sojourn in this 
country was devoted to a minute inspection of administrative, industrial 
and cultural affairs. 


Burmese-Filipino 
Inspection Parties 


The new Argentine Government formed by General Pedro C. Ramirez, 
; ; formerly War Minister, has been recognized by 
aren sSetionaed — the Japanese Government. By taking this 

prompt step, Japan has once again revealed its 
sincete desire to maintain cordial relations with Latin America, though 
many of the Latin American countries have severed diplomatic relations 
with this country. 


The eighty-second extraordinary session of the Diet on June 18 passed 
eight legislative bills and three budgetary plans, in- 

2 el eee cluding the supplementary estimates for ihe general 
and special accounts for the 1943-44 fiscal year, which 

had been adopted by the Cabinet on June 14, and the highly-important 
bills governing industrial readjustment for gearing the wartime priorities 

_ system to a still higher pitch, so that the maximum fighting strength 
of the nation may be developed. According to a Board of Informa- 
tion announcement, the supplementary budget in general accounts 
amount to ¥620,000,000, both for revenue and expenditure. The ex- 
= -penditure in general accounts is divided among the Home, Finance, 
iculture and Forestry, Commerce and Industry and Welfare Minis- 
ie and that in special accounts among the Governments-General of 
Korea and Formosa, foodstuff management, Government bond opera- 
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tion funds and the Imperial Railways. Lieutenant-Genetal Tei-ichi 
Suzuki, president of the Planning Board, issued a statement on the 
industrial readjustment plan saying that the first emphasis had been 
laid on turning those business enterprises which had not yet been 
geared for increasing the fighting strength of the nation into those 
which would assute such strengthening. The second point of em- 
phasis was to carry out readjustments, though on a different plane, in 
the munition, heavy industry, machinery and other vital industries. 
He pointed out: ‘‘ There are still much labour power supply, metals, 
equipment and the like which have not yet been turned into fighting 
strength. These must rapidly be turned into so much power for in- 
creasing the war stamina of the nation by higher planning.” On the 
other hand, in the course of the Diet interpellations on the bills, the 
Government made it clear that the industries to be subjected to 
readjustments were mainly the so-called Class 1 industries including 
fibre, foodstuffs, metals and chemicals. By Class m industries were 
meant the arms manufacturing and machinery industries. The latter 
must undertake positive steps to adjust themselves, since they formed 
the pivotal centre of the efforts to strengthen the nation’s fighting power 
in conjunction with the five main priorities industries. Class m 


_ industries could not be expected to contribute much to the strengthen- 


ing of the vital industries whether in equipment, materials or labour, 
inasmuch as they were composed of small-scale enterprises. It was 
also clarified that the State was to bear only patt of the expenses for 
compensation and other undertakings. A fund of ¥4,600,000,000 to 
4,700,000,000 wete to be held in readiness for the transfer of equipment 
and other assets involved in the readjustments. Public finance was to 
bear ¥£2,230,000,000 of the amount, which would be the figure that 
must be covered for the Industrial Equipment Corporation and the 
People’s Rehabilitation Bank. The Government also gave assurance 
that measures would be taken to prevent the surplus purchasing power 
likely to be generated by the release of so much funds from visibly 
affecting national economy. 


With the Cabinet adopting the last remaining plan connected with 
material mobilization—that on foreign trade—all the 

Trade plan ight major State plans for decisive war economy be- 
Adopted came ready for vigorous enforcement. In addition 

a programme for the supply of and adjustment of demand for medicines 
and drugs was prepared. Explaining the nature of the foreign trade 
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plan. which is inseparably bound up with the 1943 material mobiliza- 
tion and daily necessaries mobilization plans carried at previous ses- 
sions of the Cabinet, Lieutenant-General Tei-ichi Suzuki, president of 
the Planning Board, said that it had two major aims, namely, to quicken 
the interchange of vital materials within greater East Asia with Japan 
as the pivotal centre in order to strengthen Japan’s fighting power, 
as well as stabilize the living of the peoples of greater East Asia and 
to make the plan the criterion of all planned foreign trade within greater 
Bast Asia. With its president and other officers duly appointed under 
date of June 1, the Foreign Exchange Corporation, which is to exercise 
unified control over all foreign trade organizations, registered itself as 
established on June 8 and was immediately opened for business. The 
establishment of this body entailed the automatic dissolution of the 
Foreign Trade Control Association and the Vital Materials Management 
Corporation. The new, sole foreign trade control agency handles 
iron, steel, iron ores, iron and steel wares, non-ferrous metals, their 
ores and manufactures, textiles, chemicals, medicines, drugs, other 


medical supplies and goods designated by the Commerce and Industry 
Ministry. 


The Yokohama Specie Bank began functioning from July 1 under a 
new and expanded organization of one chamber and 
ten departments, instead of eight departments and 

_ three sections of which it had been composed. The bank 
made the changes in accordance with the altered international situa- 
tion and the reshuffle in its network of branches overseas. Following 
the outbreak of the China affair, the overseas business of the bank has 

_ expanded sharply in Manchoukuo, China and Inner Mongolia and since 
the conclusion of the first phase of the war in greater East Asia, it has 
set up some fifty-six new branch offices and bureaus. In view of the 
Suspension of exchange transactions with America and Europe, the 
foreign exchange, domestic transactions, foreign transactions and 
secretarial departments wete abolished and general affairs, enterprise, 
East Asia, southern region, foreign relations, archives and sectetariate 
departments were organized. The new structure will shift the business 
gravity of the bank entirely to East Asia and the southern region. 


Specie Bank 
Reorganized 


The Finance Ministry on June 7 published the report of the Securities 

es Bois i. Exchange Committee based on the findings of the 
Stock Market °P¢Cial expert committee which had sat since May 16 
ee Ce to draft the system of transactions for the Japan 
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Securities Exchange. ‘The jobbers ate to be classified into three kinds, 
the first class to deal in spots and futures, the second in spots only and 
the third in spots of confitmed-rate securities alone. The capital of 
the first class jobber is to be 1,000,000, paid up, at the minimum, and 
that of the second and third classes *¥500,000 each. The first class 
jobber must deposit 250,000,000 as bond and the second and third 
classes 100,000 each. Mr. Takashi Isaka, businessman of wide 
connections, ptesident of the Tokyo Gas Company and chairman of 
the Japan Economic Federation, has been designated president of the 
new exchange. 


The Yama-ichi Shoh-ken capitalized at 10,000,000, a powerful member 
cf the Securities Underwriters’? Control Association, 
and the Koiké Shoh-ken capitalized at 5,000,000 have 
obtained the permission of the authorities to merge in 
order to make a fresh start under the new Japan Securities Exchange 
system. Thenew company will be named the Yama-ichi Shoh-ken and 
opened for business under the expanded sttucture on October 1. 


Jobbers 
Merge 


The stock price index number for May was 215.6, which was 2.5 per 

_ cent. higher than in April and exceeded the 212.7 mark 

Stock Price attained in November last year, thus making the highest 

Up 3 : : 

record since the inception of the Tokyo Stock Exchange 

stock price index number. The textile industry rose 5.4 per cent. 

over the previous month to 100.3 and the chemical industry 4.8 per 
cent. to 131.3. 


As at the end of May, the total deposits at the chartered banks, except 
the Bank of Japan, commercial banks and savings banks 
throughout the country, amounted to ¥49,459,947,000 
and the total loans advanced ¥27,414,654,000. They 
held securities to the value of *¥29,181,768,000 and cash on hand to the 
amount of ¥¥2,792,220,000. 


Bank 
Figures 


The National Service Press Association, which has a membership of 
1,000, has formulated an elaborate plan to consoli- 
date further the structure of thought warfare of this 
country, and to that end it has appointed a number 
of committees. One of them, composed of recognized Japanese 
authorities on politics, philosophy, economics and history, will devote 
its attention to clarify the Japanese conception of the world, while 


Press Body to Help 
Thought Warfare 
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another will deal with the fundamental policy to be followed by the 
nation in working out detailed schemes for conducting thought war- 
fare. Meanwhile, a few more committees are contemplated to be set 
up to explain the significance of a new otder in greater East Asia and 
its relation with the projected new world order. The association has 
already organized a temporary institute of thought warfare and hopes 
to enlarge it to meet the needs of the times. 


The Army authorities have decided to dispatch twenty-five noted 
painters to the southern Pacific region and one sculp- 
Saas aN tor to Burma to have them depict as realistically as 
oa possible the most noteworthy war results obtained by 
the Japanese fighting services. For example, various phases of the 
battle fought in the jungles of Guadalcanar Island would be reproduced, 
as well as war scenes of the operations conducted on the Indo-Burmese 
border. Among those selected are Mr. Tsuguji Fujita, member of the 
Imperial Art Academy, Mr. Kohnosuké Tamura, Mr. Jitsuzo Hinako 
and Shusei Kobayakawa. The artistic productions when completed 
are expected to be exhibited to the Japanese people on the occasion of 
the second anniversary of the current war. 


Mr. Fujio Koyama, member of the Oriental Ceramics Research 
Institute, has just completed a catalogue of the Sung 
Dynasty ceramics after sixteen years of intensive 
on study of Chinese ceramics with particular reference 
to those during the reign of the Sung Dynasty extending from 960 A.D. 
to 1280 A.D., when China’s porcelain culture flourished brilliantly. 
The catalogue will occupy a unique position among the cetamics 
catalogues covering the same period now in existence in the world, for 
it is the only one which bases the elucidation of the works upon the 
systematic study of the thoughts and also the financial background of 
the period. 


Catalogue on 
' Chinese Ceramics 
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NEW PHASE IN SINO-JAPANESE 
RELATIONS 


By RIKURO TAKAGHI 


Sa the beginning of the Meiji era, the need of realizing 

endutable Sino-Japanese understanding has remained the 
fundamental objective of the diplomacy of this country. The 
fotce of citcumstances and constant third Power manipulations, 
however, compelled Japan to adopt a cautious course in pursuing 
its fixed China policy. Today, on account of the Pacific war, the 
situation in East Asia has turned favourable to the early mate- 
tialization of lasting Sino-Japanese harmony, irrespective of the 
non-compromising attitude of Chungking. The surrender of 
concessional and extra-tertitorial rights to the Nanking Govern- 
ment by Japan and friendly Powers and the return of the Inter- 
national Settlement of Shanghai to that administration have 
gone a long way to facilitate the further solidification of the 
Tokyo-Nanking unity of purpose, as well as to terminate alien 
intervention in the affairs of East Asia. 

In the pre-Restoration period, several patriotic Japanese, 
including Shoh-in Yoshida and Shin-yen Sato, pointed out the 
menace of Western penetration, and suggested the solemniza- 
tion of effective Sino-Japanese collaboration as a means to 
safeguard the security of East Asia. Noting the plight of 
China, in face of Western incursion, Japan became intuitively 
conscious that, without the actualization of Sino-Japanese 
good-neighbourliness, it would be impossible to checkmate the 
gtowing peril of Occidental intoad. In view of this con- 


sciousness, Japan in the Meiji era formulated a policy of 


cultivating Sino-Japanese cordiality with as much vigour as 
possible. The hostilities between Japan and China which 
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occutted in the Meiji era and in the subsequent periods wete, 
in effect, natutal evolutions directed toward the attainment of 
mutual co-operation and homogeneity. The Sino-Japanese 
and the Russo-Japanese Wats and the incidents leading to the 
culmination of the Manchurian imbroglio prepated the ground 
fot an East Asiatic reotientation, simultaneously highlighting 
the impetativeness of opposing third Power interference. 
Earlier, the sympathy shown and the assistance given by Japan 
to Dr. Sun Yat-sen and other Chinese revolutionary leaders 
cleatly reflected its sincere willingness to share the common 
destiny with the continent. 

; The long-standing China policy of Japan took a definite, 
practical shape with the outbreak of the Manchurian incident. 
The Japanese Government, resenting the detrimental mancu- 
» _vres of the Anglo-American nations, extended its fullest aid to 
the founding of the State of Manchoukuo, and thus it openly 
clarified that it would not agtee to alien interference in purely 
Sino-Japanese matters. Britain and the United States, in order 
to put this country on the wrong side of international public 
Opinion, made the League of Nations pass an unilateral judg- 
ment against Japan. In protest to such an undesirable move, 
_____ Japan was obliged to sever its connection with the League of 
Nations. Then, following the China affair, Britain and the 
ee - United States executed a policy of keeping Japan and China on 
. a perpetual state of disunity. Fortunately, the peace movement 
sponsored by Mr. Wang Ching-wei resulted in the formation 
of a teformed administration at Nanking with him as president. 
The organization of the new Nanking Government roused the 
_ irascibility of London and Washington, and prompt steps were 
taken by them to quarantine Japan politically, economically and 
_ militarily. Under these circumstances, the commencement of 
- the cuftent wat in greater East Asia became inevitable as an 
indispensable prerequisite to bring about durable Sino-Japanese 
harmony and liberate the southern countries from the gtip of 

ien bondage. — | 
he brilliant war results hitherto obtained by Japan have 
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caused the disappearance of outside domination from gteater 
East Asia, where a new evolution is taking place to sprout the 
growth of regional homogeneousness. On the other hand, 
President Wang Ching-wei, animated by a passionate desire of 
reconstructing China in co-operation with Japan, has given a 
new direction to the regeneration of the continent as a full-Hedg- 
ed sovereign nation. Nanking’s declaration of wat on Britain 
and the United States discloses to what extent new China has 
resolved to match hand in hand with Japan. At the same time, 
the good faith of Japan is prominently revealed in the diverse 
economic and political measutes it has adopted to assist China 
to regain its sovereignty in the true sense of the term. The 
renouncement of exttfa-territoriality and the rendition of conces- 
sions and the International Settlement of Shanghai, as well as 
the policy of gradually transfering enemy property to the control 
of the Nanking Government are certainly evidence enough of 
Japan’s good intention toward China. As a sequel to the latest 
Tokyo-Nanking understanding, the progressive development of 
mutual assistance and reliance has become assured. In this con- 
nection, an influential Turkish daily comments : 


Japan has returned all its special rights and interests in China to the 
Nanking Government, including exclusive concession sand extra-ter- 
ritoriality, actuated by the desire to treat China as a free, independent 
nation on an equal footing. If the Chungking leaders understand 
Japan’s real intentions, there will be no China question any more. 
America and Britain have agreed in principle to relinquish their special 
tights and interests in China to Chungking, but Japan has actually done 
so, thereby manifesting its policy of good-neighbourliness. This act of 
Japan signifies its recognition of China’s perfect freedom and independ- 
ence, The emergence of new China in response to Japan’s conception 
of a greater East Asia zone is steadily becoming a stern fact. 


This opinion of a leading newspaper of a neutral country 
undoubtedly represents a most impartial appraisal of the new 
situation in China. It is more than obvious that the pledges 


- given to China by Japan are being tedeemed one after another 


in quick succession. Moreover, it is undeniable that due to 
Japan’s gesture China has now been able to annul those unequal 
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treaties which have long hindered its legitimate advancement. 
Premier General Hidéki Tohjo after his recent visit to Nanking 
said: ‘With further developments in the relations between 
Japan and China, the Japanese Government is ptepated to pay 
a similar consideration to the existing treaties with China as 
shown in the retrocession of concessions and renunciation of 
extta-territorial rights.” This statement is also meaningful in 
that it amplifies Japan’s unteserved inclination to be of setvice to 
China in revising other treaties in a mannet conducive to Sino- 
Japanese tranquillity and solidity. 

That Japan’s economic policy toward China is designed to 
strengthen the economic structure of the continent is apparent 
from the method it has instituted to withdraw the circulation of 
military scrip and stabilize the national livelihood. Since April 
1, Japan has suspended further issuance of military scrip in 
south and central China, the object being to help the Nanking 
Government in unifying its cutrency with Central Reserve Bank 
notes on the one hand and to co-operate with it in vitalizing 
the national economic power beneficial to the stability of the 
people’s livelihood on the other. Following the landing of 
Japanese forces on the shores of Bias Bay in July, 1938, military 
sctip came into circulation in south China; whereas the same 
measute was executed in central China in November, 1937, 
when the Yanagawa corps landed on the shores of Hangchow 
Bay. In Match this year, Japan granted a credit of *200,000,- 
000 to Nanking, supplementing the credit of *%100,000,000 
accorded in July last year. This financial support has enabled 
Nanking to bolster its curtency fabric. Besides, several joint 
€conomic enterprises have been undertaken to speed up the 
production of commodities and exploitation of natural 
resouttes. 
ee 
but also the uselessness of sity of Anglo-American chagrin, 
Ce ctinn. Seas eee tesistance on the part of 
ee Ganado ang -shek’s ptesent attitude of 

J-tec a e United States has become a personal 
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matter. It can no longer be connected with any issue centring 
on Sino-Japanese adjustment. The agreements that have 
so fat been concluded between Tokyo and Nanking are ex- 
plicit enough that Japan is harbouring no intention whatsoever 
of standing on the path of China’s progress. The earlier 
contentions of General Chiang Kai-shek have, therefore, become 
invalidated owing to such agreements. Hence, thete is no 
justification on the part of Chungking to keep up its opposing 
front against Japan. Although Chungking has become a 
partnet of London and Washington, it is finding it difficult to 
obtain the requited assistance from its allies. The volume of 
materials it has received under the Lease-Lend Act is negligible. 
In fact, Britain and the United States are utilizing the tertitories 
under its control to engage in hostile operations against Japan 
and obstruct the consummation of Sino-Japansse hatmony. 
This being the situation, it needs no imagination to see that the 
Anglo-American nations ate using Chungking to stage a come- 
back in East Asia. It is, indeed, deplorable that Chungking, 
swayed by a petsonal grudge against Japan, is inviting alien 
Powers to delay the regeneration of the continent. However, 
the influence of Chungking is no longer a reckonableforce. It 
cannot retard the forward march of new China. The Tokyo- 
Nanking understanding is powerful enough to cope with any 
kind of dissident action. 

The Anglo-American sympathy toward China is a super- 
ficial pose, and so it lacks sincerity. After the fall of Burma, 
the Anglo-American command gave its word of honout that the 
Burma Road would be reopened soon with a view to dispatching 
wat supplies to Chungking. Up till now, however, it has 
not only failed to fulfil its solemn promise, but both London 
and Washington have expressed their inability to send sufficient 
quanities of wat materials to General Chiang Kai-shek. This 
shows how far Britain and the United States are sincere toward 
Chungking. Dr. T.V. Soong, Foreign Minister of Chungking, 
and Madame Chiang Kai-shek, who personally went to Washing- 
ton to fepresent the case of Chungking, have exhausted them- 
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selves in appealing to America for ee aids. mee ie 
last Washington conference no concrete ecision a | ae 
concerning the question of aiding Chungking. ritain ; 
America ate mote interested in espousing theit own cause t ie 
that of Chungking. It is no exaggetation to a t = 
Chungking is being regdrded as a secondary appanage Oy ae 
Anglo-American nations. If General Chiang Kai-shek eu 
hoping that Britain and America would come to his positive 
rescue ultimately, it must be said that he 1s not facing the truth 
squarely. The Anglo-American nations afe not waging wat 
for the benefit of Chungking ; they are prosecuting hostilities 
for their benefit only. As against this, Japan is engaged in a 
titanic struggle to protect its integrity and restore China to its 
rightful sovereign status. Nanking, having realized this 
fundamental objective of Japan, is now voluntarily contributing 
its share for the rehabilitation of East Asiatic homogeneity on a 
petmanent scale. 
Being practically cut off from the zone of Anglo-American 
influence, Chungking has been placed in a critical position to 
replenish its tesistance capacity. The meagre war materials 
that are filtering through are too inadequate to its war purpose. 
That is why Chungking leaders are severely criticizing London 
and Washington for attaching lesser importance to the East 
Asiatic front, and are not hesitating to question the veracity of 
the Anglo-American non possumus. It is their fixed desire that 
_ the Anglo-American command should open hostilities against 
Japan by utilizing the strategic areas of unoccupied China. As 
first step toward that direction, they demand that more 
i es must be dispatched to Chungking, and that the 
qualitative and quantitative strength of the American air force 
ed in unoccupied China must be increased sub- 
apanese positions on the continent, as well 


agreement with Chungking on 


supremacy of Japan. 


- 


difficulties in carrying 
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The Anglo-American necessity of concenttating their best 
wat efforts on the European front and the changed world 
condition have forced Chungking to pay more attention to 
domestic ptoduction for meeting its requirements. It is now 
trying to develop northwestern China for the same purpose. 
Unfortunately, the acute economic adversity and the appalling 
scatcity of machinety ate ptoving a gteat deterrent to the 
gearing up of its industrial structure. At present, it is pro- 
ducing small arms, rifles, machine-guns, artilleries of various 
denominations and some other categoties of wat accessories. 
It has also a number of plants for assembling aircraft. But the 
ageregate armament production is too small in consideration of 
the actual needs. It is reported that troops under the direct 
control of General Chiang Kai-shek consist of 300 divisions 
totalling some 3,000,000 strong. Before the start of the China 
affair, a Chinese division was equipped with 280 light mchine- 
guns, ninety-one heavy machine-guns and forty trench-mottars ; 
but these arms have now been reduced on an average to 174, 
forty-eight and twenty-eight respectively. From this one can 
easily guess how poorly equipped ate the troops of Chungking. 
As for ait force, it is absolutely dependent on the American 
squadron that is being maintained in the hinterland. 

The contention of Chungking is that China must be saved 
by “‘resisting Japanese aggression.” In contrast, Nanking is 
advocating that national reconstruction must be carried out by 
pursuing a policy of collaboration with Japan. That the so- 
called notion of “ Japanese aggtession”’ is merely imaginary, 
has been proven by the latest turn in the Sino-Japanese rela- 
tions. Had Japan any aggressive design, it would not have 
certainly agreed to the relinquishment of its special tights and 
privileges. President Wang Ching-wei and other leadets of 
Nanking ate convinced in their minds that what Japan 
wants is the restoration of Sino-Japanese peace for conjoined 
advantage and gain. The Tokyo-Nanking Basic Treaty is 
quite cleat on this point. The way the Nanking Government 


is consolidating its position leaves no room for doubt that it is - 
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engaged in accomplishing the task of national reconstruction 
in order to teinforce the sovereign structure of the continent. 
This fact alone exposes the groundlesseness of the Chungking 
ene contention. General Chiang Kai-shek is still continuing his 
resistance being guided by a self-centred policy, which has no 
national colour at all. It is President Wang Ching-wei that 
has shouldered the responsibility of leading China to its 

cherished goal, so fervently outlined by Dr. Sun Yat-sen. 
The motive that has impelled Japan to surrender its 
special rights and interests in China has a deep significance. In 
the past, Japan strictly adhered to its special rights and interests 
as a means to counteract the unhealthy expansion of third 
Power domination on the continent. Today, when thitd Power 
domination has become substantially non-existent, Japan sees 
no reason why it should not forego its pteviously acquired 
privileges so as to enable China to regain its complete sovereign 
a status. No one can ttuthfully question the sincerity and 
honesty attached to this motive. It may be reiterated that 
Japan’s China policy has all along been based on the fundamental 
idea of effecting lasting Sino-Japanese harmony and eliminating 
alien intervention in the affairs of East Asia. Now that the 
Tokyo-Nanking understanding has paved the way for the 
durable upsurgence of Sino-Japanese harmony, and that outside 
intervention in Hast Asia has become almost negligible, it 
behoves on Japan that it should give effect to its long-standing 
‘China policy, thereby illustrating its good faith and good- 
Ae neighbourliness. The new phase in mutual telations denotes 
an epochal accomplishment in the practicalization of the ideals 

of both Japan and China. 

A general SURVCY. of the Sino-Japanese relations from the 
eta to the inauguration of the new Nanking Government 
indicates the Manner in which they have progressed. 
ein he See nation. Then, following 
Pe iestedcin this cotay, i en 
Oe $ country, and mutual 
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cordial telations wete established which lasted until 1911, when 
the national revolution added a new perspective to the political 
consciousness of the continent. With the growth of Repub- 
licanism, China’s attitude towatd Japan began to be gradually 
hostile—a deplorable tendency which became matked as a 
tesult of the entrenchment of Communism. Finally, the anti- 
Japanism of China eventuated the outburst of hostilities in 
Manchutia, and Manchoukuo came to be founded as a logical 
solution. After this came the Sian episode, and General Chiang 
Kai-shek agreed to the Communist demand of taking positive 
action against Japan. It is no wonder, therefore, that the China 
affair ensued within a short time, and the tancour of anti- 
Japanism tan tiot on the continent. It was only when the 
Konoye declaration concerning Sino-Japanese harmony was 
made that Mr. Wang Ching-wei left Chungking to organize a 
peace movement. After protracted negotiations a Sino-Japanese 
agreement was reached, and the Wang administration was 
formed to facilitate the settlement of all Sino-Japanese questions 
to the satisfaction of both parties. 

The formation of the Nanking Government heralded a 
new era of Sino-Japanese rapprochement and, despite the Anglo- 
American pressure, the Tokyo-Nanking cordiality began to be 
more and more close. President Wang Ching-wei and his 
collaborators determined themselves to reconstruct China on 
the principle of Sino-Japanese interdependence, and thus for 
the first time they assumed the full responsibility of guiding the 
rebirth of the continent and promoting genuine understanding 
between Japan and China. The Japanese Government readily 
acquiesced in the views of Nanking and peldged itself to extend 
all possible aids to it. By securing the assistance of Japan, the 
Nanking Government swiftly consolidated its power and 
contracted political, economic and military arrangements of 
mutual advantage and security. The Anglo-American nations 
retaliated the appearance of ‘Tokyo-Nanking amity by construc- 
ting a military blockade ring against Japan and intensifying 
aids to Chungking. Eventually, they severed economic tela- 
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fulfil its pledge to the Nanking Government. 
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_ hatural resources of China and the southern countries are more 
than Sufficient to insure the prosperity and security of all the 
tions of greater East Asia. To quote a few instances, Shansi 
ovince abounds in coal deposits, while the Yangtze and the 
ow Rivers could be harnessed to generate electticity to a 
sextent. The production of catbide in China could 
ented asa substitute for gasoline without depending 
oil outputs of the East Indies and Burma. 
ht starts exploiting its resources in tight earne 
bl 1 its destined economic status in East Asia and 


NEW PHASE IN SINO-JAPANESE RELATIONS 


tions with this country without any justifiable reason. Then | developed stage, he will have no other option but to acknow- 
Japan opened negotiations with the United States to seck an / ledge the fact that Nanking, by secuting the co-operation and 
amicable solution, but Washington brought out a proposal ; assistance of Japan, is intrepidly reconstructing China to free it 
which demanded the virtual submission of Japan and the from all injurious alien influences and reciprocate unshakable 


whole of East Asia to its Far Eastern policy. In this way, the understanding with this country. The new China policy of 
Roosevelt administration precipitated the curtent war in Japan, firstly, aims at yielding wholesome benefit to the rejuvena- 
gteatet East Asia, and Japan within a surprisingly brief time tion of the continent, and secondly, facilitating China to play 
caused the eclipse of alien influence from this part of the | its legitimate rdle in the organization of the envisioned greater 
globe. Among other things, it must be observed that, because . East Asia co-prosperity sphere. Chungking; which is still 
the United States demanded the repudiation of the Nanking placing reliance on Britain and America, is doing more harm 
Government, Japan had no other alternative but to take up to China than to Japan. If General Chiang Kai-shek really 
-atms to protect the integrity of that administration. This aspires to rebuild China as a powerful, independent nation in 
makes it plain to what extent Japan had become prepared to East Asia, there is no teason why he should not take a 


prominent part in the new continental movement by forsaking 


Since Nanking’s declaration of wat on Britain and the his unnatural trust on Britain and the United States. President 
United States, the Sino-Japanese relations have been thoroughly Wang Ching-wei has self-consciously come to the conclusion 
tevamped, and both Governments ate now acting in concert to that Japan can be trusted, and that Japan is trustworthy. ‘This 
testore peace in East Asia and contribute their best to the new phase in the Sino-Japanese relations has beyond doubt 
_ Construction of a greater East Asia co-ptosperity sphere. The ; isolated Chungking’s dissident activity. The Tokyo-Nanking 


accotd has given the most needed stimulus to a large section of 
the Chinese people to perform their share in the consummation 
of East Asiatic harmony. 
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By MASATOSHI MATSUSHITA 


NE is liable to be questioned, if he were to use the phrase 

“the seas and their sovereign: ” but can any one pos- 

sibly doubt the soveteignty of the seas? In 1493, Pope 
Alexander vi included the Pacific Ocean and the Mexican Bay 
within the sphere of Spanish influence, and formally recognized 
Portuguese suzerainty over the Indian Ocean and the Atlantic 
south of Morocco. This was an attempt to systematize the 
sovereign control of the seas. The attempt, however, failed to 
attain maturity, because it collided with the interests of a number 

of tising nations. Some time after, England and the Nether- 
lands came out with their respective conceptions of the sove- 
teignty of the seas. Hugo Grotius of the latter country en- 
unciated the theory of mare liberum, while John Sherdon of the 

_ former nation propounded the abstract ptinciple of mare 
_ dausum. These two speculations remained in academic 
_ currency fot a long time, and then, with the advent of the 
-fiineteenth century, the doctrine of the freedom of the seas 
€ established as a principle of international usage. 
ough the same doctrine is being upheld from the 
1 al idealism, nevertheless, in practice, the ques- 
cedom of the seas is being challenged by belligerent 

s. Britain and America to spike the tise 


. 


erpteting the doctrine of the freedom 
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dominate the oceanic routes and not to throw them open to 
uninterrupted world commerce. It is true that this view is not 
universally accepted ; even then the fact remains that the control 
of the seas has become a means of domination on the -patt of 
cettain naval Powers, such as Britain and the United States. 
The Anglo-American nations ate not inclined td respect the 
international principle of the freedom of the seas. They desire 
that the supteme power to control the sovereignty of the seas 
should be delegated to them. For instance, in January, 1940, 
the Japanese merchant ship Asama Maru was ordered by a 
British warship to heave to in the sea adjacent to Japan—of 
coutse beyond its territorial waters—and several German pas- 
sengers wete taken off. The Japanese nation became rightly 
indignant over the incident and demanded a just settlement 
mainly on the ground that it occurred in the sea included 
within the sphere of Japanese ‘influence. The specialists and 
jutists may have sound reasons to endorse the legality of the 
British action. But in this case the legal judgment was out- 
weighed by the force of national morality and prestige, which 
refused to condone an infringment of the right of Japan to 
exercise its legitimate influence within its oceanic sphere. In 
view of this reason, Japan was quite justified in presenting a 
bold stand against the British action. If an incident of this 
nature had happened within the oceanic spheres of Britain and 
the United States, it is inconceivable that they would have 
refrained from taking an identical step. 

The fundamental cause of the present international turmoil 
is traceable to the Anglo-American ambition of stabilizing a pela- 
gic hegemony over theit own. From the Axis viewpoint, the 
Axis-“‘ Democracy”? wat can be characterized as a revolutionaty 
armed contest to seek an equitable adjustment in the control of 
the seas. Owing to the war in greater East Asia, the control 
of the Pacific has already become divided between Japan and the 
United States ; whereas in Europe the sovereign control of Britain 
over the Atlantic is being menaced by Italo-German naval opeta- 
tions. On the other hand, the question of the control of the 
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Mediterranean has assumed a new importance due to the cessa- 
tion of the Tunisia campaign, the Anglo-American occupation 
of Pantelleria and Lampedusa and the initiation of hostilities in 
Sicily. It has to be admitted that Britain and the United States 
ate now ina favourable position to intensify theit operations 
against the Axis-held Mediterranean sector. Consequently, it is 
natural that international observers should focus their attention 
on the issue of Mediterranean control. At this stage, it would 
be highly premature to discuss which Power or combination of 
Powers would ultimately become the master of this still sea of 
Europe. It would suffice to note that the settlement of the issue 
of Mediterranean control has become a vital matter for either side. 
* Premier Mussolini has all along pointed out the importance 

of the Mediterranean to the security of Italy. On November 1, 
ee 1936, he declared: “To other races the Mediterranean is only 
__—-~——s«a@ passage, but to us Italians it means our very life.” Though 
er he has often expressed the opinion that Italy wishes to contro 
the Mediterranean, he has never made any reference to indicate 
that Italy is the sovereign Power of that sea. In other wotds, 
he has never confused ideal with reality. He is well aware of 
___ the inter-Power position in the Mediterranean. The only thing 
_ that can be mentioned is that Premier Mussolini recognizes the 
consolidation of naval power by Italy as a step forward toward 
€ actualization of the national ideal concerning the Mediter- 
in. Being a realist, however, he acknowledges the multi- 


difficulties that stand in the way of translating the ideal 
manent reality. 


1 within a short time established its domina- 
¢ ‘it took advantage of the policy of France 
‘its. tention to the North Sea, 
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Egypt, but unluckily met with failure in Syria. As a result, he 
had to give up his Mediterranean campaign and transfer his 
activities to the European continent. Meanwhile, Spain, justly 
resenting the British hold over Gibraltar; decided on a policy of 
tecoveting that strategic point, but encountered difficulties in 
executing it to its satisfaction. ; 

After the Prussian War, the Thitd Republic of France hur- 
tiedly undertook to set up a colonial empire and, to achieve the 
objective, devised a scheme of using the Mediterranean as the 
passage way. ‘The French occupation of Fashoda on the White 
Nile in 1898 and the subsequent London-Paris confrontation 
precipitated the conclusion of the Anglo-French Trade Agree- 
ment of 1904, thereby initiating an era of rivalry between the 
two countries. But as France advanced into the Mediterranean 
sector without defeating the British Navy, it was obliged to 
recognize Britain’s supremacy. Of course, the situation would 
have been different if the plan of constructing the Canal des 
Deux Mets to connect the Mediterranean directly with the 
Atlantic by rebuilding the ancient Canal du Midi had succeeded. 
As no such attempt materialized, France naturally came under 
the influence of Britain, more so on account of its dependence 
on the latter in the Mediterranean sector. This explains why 
France had to follow the lead of Britain in shaping its different 
European policies. 

Britain acquired a dominant position in the Mediterrrnean, 
because it entrenched its control over a string of strategic points. 
By securely holding Gibraltar, Malta, Cyprus, the Suez and 
Alexandria, it practically assumed the command of the Mediter- 
tanean. After the termination of the last World Wat, it rein- 
forced further its control, being assured of the support of the 
French Navy. Italy and the Soviet Union separately considered 
the British Mediterranean policy inimical to their interests, and 
yet found no way of pressing their demands. The question of 
giving the Soviet Union an outlet in the Mediterranean through 
the Dardanelles Straits remained unentertained, and so also the 
Meditearanean propositions put up by Italy. When the Italo- — 
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. “mined on a tadical 
Eithiopian Wat broke out in 1936, aa - enough, the 
change in its Mediterranean policy. Curtousty a oe. 
: ee i d of greater benefit to Britain, 
‘success of Italy in the wart proved Ot 8 li enace, succeeded 
for that nation, utilizing the so-called Italian mene Boia a 
i iliatine Egypt, strengthening the defence Uae 
ae a a ay encirclement of Italy in the Mediterranean. 
ee nolo-Italian agreement 
4 iS ae ‘il es ss oe. of which Italy recog- 
ned on > > : : 
Sead be BS talius conditions in the Neary aaa 
diplomatic standpoint, the agreement denoted an . ian ae P 
in that it made Britain acknowledge Ethiopia as Ita jan a if 
im ' In reality, however, Britain additionally aan oe S 
: : advan 
Mediterranean policy by taking timely advantage of the Italian 
move in Abyssinia. 

With the start of the current European wat, Premier Mus- 
solini straightforwardly visualized that the time had come to press 
his Meditarranean policy as a measute of securing the elimi- 
nation of British interference from the Italian sphere. Still he 
never for a moment thought that it would be practicable on 

Italy’s part to execute steps designed to hasten the total eclipse 
of Britain from the Mediterranean. That is why he confined his 
activity only to the legitimate Mediterranean sphere of Italy. 
With the collapse of France in the early summer of 1940, the 
Mediterranean situation undetwent a drastic change, and as 
such, it may be presumed that Italy’s participation in the war 
‘was motivated by the desire of betteting its position in the 
Mediterranean as a Power, besides contributing its share in the 
construction of a new Eutopean order under the auspices of 
the Rome-Berlin Axis, At ptesent, it is obvious that the 
_____-Mediterranean situation has entered a new phase on account of 
An American supremacy close to the mainland of Italy. They 
W engaged in conducting a Mediterrenian campaign as a 

the formation of a second European front. 
general survey of the European war situation following 
ince reveals that the Axis Powers, with 
have established theit undisputed 

say 
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suptemacy on the continent exclusive of the Soviet sphere of 
influence. This is natural, because the Axis Powers represent a 
formidable land force. On the other hand, Britain and America 
have placed under their control the entite northern Africa and a 
few strategic islands, thereby securing complete mastery over 
the western Mediterranean. This is also natural, because they 
teptesent a potential naval force. The fate of the Mediterranean, 
it appears, is dependent on the final outcome of the anticipated 
battles to be fought between the naval might of the Anglo- 
American nations and the land might of the Italo-German com- 
mand. The current operations on both sides indicate that each » 
in its sphere is sufficiently strong enough to resist an invasion 
attempt. This means that if the Anglo-American nations decide 
to open a second front anywhere in the eastern Mediterranean 
coast ot in the Italian mainland, they shall have to meet the 
inevitable consequences of powerful Italo-German attacks. 
Hence, the future of the Mediterranean is closely associated 
with the changes that ate destined to be witnessed hereafter. 
Britain after the Dunkirk débdcle managed to tetain its 
defence power, chiefly because the supremacy of the British 
Navy temained unimpaired. Militarily speaking, in the face of 
inttepid German assaults, the British expeditionary forces on 
the continent had no other alternative but to retreat to their 
Own countty in order to gear up its defence. This is how the 
London command staved off a German invasion of Britain. In 
notthern Africa, too, Britain followed a similar policy of retreat 
when it found itself unable to check the onrush of Italo- 
Getman drives. Then by gradually consolidating its fighting 
power in Africa with Egypt as the principal base and securing 
the necessary assistance from the United States, it opened a 
counter-move in Libya, which synchornized with an Anglo- 
American invasion of French tetritories in northern Africa. The 
German and Italian forces, being confronted with such front and 
reat attacks, found themselves in a predicament to make a decisive 
stand, especially when they lacked the required naval support. 
However, they resisted the Anglo-American attacks for a suffi- 
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ciently long time, and enabled Italy and Germany te ana 
2 their defence preparedness along the entire athe aie 
ony ranean cost. The Anglo-American success in the nor i 
African campaign can be attributable to their naval potentia ity 
: The question is how far the present Anglo-American bate 
mountcy in the westetn Mediterranean can be of use in their 
project of opening a second European front. : 

An analysis of the Mediterranean situation to date — : to 
suggest that Britain and the United States have secuted a 
number of additional vantage points to carry out air assaults and 
commando operations. The fall of Pantelleria and Lampedusa 
may be included in the category of commando opetations, The 
Anglo-American landing on Sicily cannot be ignored, and yet 
the fact remains that such a move has not registered any adverse 
effect on the Italo-German continental defence set-up. Concut- 
e tently, the Italo-German aitplanes are constantly taiding the 
; 3 Anglo-American positions, indicating that the question of a 
full-throttle European invasion is still in the stage of theory. 
Along with this, the attitude of the Soviet Union must be taken 
into account. Premier Stalin has been tepeatedly demanding the 


opening of a second front in Europe to relieve the pfessure on 
the eastern front. 


on Europe. Beyond that, 
no remarkable change has oc- 


‘stly, by initiating fresh hostilities on the continent, 
ondly, by pursing a flexible Balkan policy with a view 
ig the most pressing demands of the Ktemlin. It is 
ondon and Washington are sincerely anxious to 
tingency in a m 
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entrenched themselves in the Middle East, particularly to check 
a possible southward drive of the Soviet Union. To be more 
plain, Britain and America does not desire that the Soviet 
Union should entertain an independent. Balkan policy. In view 
of this disunanimity among Britain, the United States and 
Soviet Russia, it is hardly likely that the Anglo-American com- 
mand would go to the definite rescue of the Red Army. The 
Anglo-American policy of leaving the question of a Soviet 
Mediterranean outlet undecided savouts of a temporizing 
attitude toward Soviet Russia, and this may be the reason why 
they are in a quandary to formulate a positive step to be taken 
against southern Europe. 

The reinforcement of the Anglo-American power in the 
Mediterranean, it is cleat, has a beating on the question of 
Opening a second European front. The popular view is that 
Britain and the United States would endeavour to stage a 
landing on Italy, simultaneously attempting an invasion of 
southern Europe. Prime Minister Churchill has already stated 
a number of times that a second front would be opened shortly. 
The aerial operations that ate being conducted against Italy and 
the latest development in Sicily give their own hints. Mote te- 
cently, Prime Minister Churchill said that a second front would 
be opened “before the autumn leaves fall.” President Roosevelt, 
too, has announced that an offensive against Europe would be 
launched soon. The impression that is received from these 
Statements is that the Anglo-American command is busy 
making atrangements to initiate fresh hostilities somewhete in 
Europe. The question is whether they ate seriously contem- 
plating to execute a bold move against Italy or southern 
Europe. The answet to this question must be sought in the 
current operations in the Mediterranean. In this connection, it 
must be noted that Italy and Germany are fully ptepared to repulse 
any Anglo-American invasion attempt, and that they welcome 
such a venture on the part of Britain and the United States, for 
in that event they would be provided with the long-deferted 
Oppottunity to deal a telling blow to their opponents. 
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The whole of the coastal region of the eastern Mediter- 
ranean has been heavily fortified by Germany. It would be 
highly perilous to make a thrust at the southern coast of 
France. Similarly, it would not be easy to stage an offensive 
against the mainland of Italy. Even if it is accepted that the 
Anglo-American nations due to theit naval supremacy can 
occupy eventually Sicily, Sardinia and Corsica, it does not 
mean that they can carry out a large-scale offensive against 
Italy, outbeating the superior land power of the Nazi-Fascist 
command. ‘The continental defence has been made so water- 
tight by Germany that it would be almost impracticable to 
drive a wedge into it by sudden speed attacks. This being the 
case, the attention naturally turns to southern Europe. In 
ae __ this sector, Britain and America can give a better display pro- 
Tee vided they can win over Turkey on their side. As that country 
ES. is determined to maintain its non-belligerency, Britain and 
America cannot but cast their eyes toward Greece. Now that 
the Balkan nations are genuinely collaborating with Germany 
and are firmly resolved to defend their territories in co- 
_ Operation with the Axis command, it will cettainly be hazardous 
__ for the Anglo-American wat machine to toll into that area, 
____ Viewing the Mediterranean situation from all these angles, 
the conclusion that comes uppermost in the mind is that the 


they ate, at present, 
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Apart from the military significance of the Mediterranean, 
it must be observed that it constitutes the cradle of European 
civilization. From the commercial standpoint, it is the most 
ideal gateway to the East. In ancient times, Phcenicia, Greece, 
Carthage and Rome, by controlling the Mediterranean, not only 
extended their commercial and territorial sway, but also spurred 
the growth of European cultute, which made its influence felt 
on the stride of Oriental culture. The historical past of the 
Mediterranean cannot be brushed aside. It is interwoven with 
the European way of life and living. In modern times, Britain, 
having acquired the virtual command of the Mediterranean, has 
been practically directing the movement of European politics 
and economics, if not European culture. Today, however, the 
emergence of Axis supremacy in the continent of Europe is 
threatening the Mediterranean power of Britain. Even though 
the Anglo-American nations ate now ttying desperately to turn 


the Mediterranean situation in their favour, there is no sign | 


visible yet which can be regarded as a stable turn for the better, 
insofar as the launching of hostilities in Europe is concerned. 
The consummation of an Axis new order in Europe is going 
ahead as scheduled. It is scarcely unlikely that the Mediter- 
tanean would remain unaffected by its pursuasive influence. The 
future of the Mediterranean is interlinked with the future of 
the new adjustments that are rapidly recalescing in Europe. 


=e PAN-ASIANISM AND EAST ASIA 
By KIYO SUE INUI 


EVERAL contradictory opinions ate current regarding the 
S origin of the doctrine of Asia for the Asiatics. An im- 
| partial study of these opinions, however, leaves no toom for 
a doubt that such a doctrine was enunciated as a means to strive 
_____ for the liquidation of the politico-economic intrusion of the 
- Occident, and thus insure the tebitth of the Orient. No 

sooner the Western nations, by seizing the key regions of the 
East, convetted them into either colonies ot semi-colonies 
than the Eastern nations, self-consciously sctutinizing the me- 
chanism of pan-Occidentalism, ptopounded the ideal of pan- 
Orientalism as the most suitable ideological measure, forceful 
enough, to resuscitate the spitit of Asiatic unity for common 
__ benefit and security. In this manner, the doctrine of Asia for 
ie _ the Asiatics came to prevail and, therefore, it can be said that 

; the conception of pan-Orientalism Spfang up as a teaction to 
Occidental incursion. If this view is accepted, one can easily 
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France, strongly upheld the movement, and contended that 
pan-Eutopeanism should be fostered under the egis of the 
League of Nations. Unfortunately, with the death of Foreign 
Minister Briand, the pan-European movement came to a stand- 
still, and it was revived only when National Socialism of 
Germany and Fascisim of Italy in unison began to advocate 
the necessity of creating a new European order. Great Britain, 
obsetving the earlier trend of pan-Europeanism, immediately 
statted reinforcing its policy of Pax Britannica, which reached 
its climax on the conclusion of the Ottawa Trade Agreements 
of 1932. On the other hand, the United States, reaffirming the 
imperativeness of maintaining solidarity in the Western Hemi- 
sphere, enlarged the scope of its pan-Americanism. 

While agitation for regional harmony was going on in 
diverse parts of the West, cettain Occidental Powets took upon 
themselves the responsibility of guiding a pan-Asiatic movement 
as an inditect measute to stabilize their exploitation of the East. 
Consequently, pan-Asianism in their hands degenerated into a 
weapon of annexationist Powers. Only Japan in the East 
declined to submit to sucha movement. The signal victory 
achieved by this countty in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5 
not only shattered the foundation of the Eutope-sponsored pan- 
Asianism, but also brought about a new teawakening of Oriental 
homogeneity, which in East Asia developed into an ideal of 
intercountry reliance to end the rule of third Power interven- 


tion. With the tise of Japan, the Western Powers, having 


colonies and possessions in the East, became apprehensive of 
their self-created notion of Asia for the Asiatics, for they 
realized that the Oriental peoples were also endeavouting to 
evaginate a system of pan-Asianism of their own—a system 
which took a tudimentaty shape after the last World War in 
keeping with the movements for consolidating Pax Britannica, 
pan-Europeanism and pan-Ameticanism. 

The new tutn in the doctrine of Asia for the Asiatics 
stimulated an all-round Oriental tendency to champion the 
cause of Asiatic regeneration. -On account of this tendency, 


825 


3 CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 


steps began to be taken to expose the detrimental featutes of 
the Oriental policies of Britain and the United States, which 
nations thencefoward construed pan-Asianism as an undesirable 
idealistic force, simply because it aimed at the destruction of the 
« democratic” pattern of status quo in Asia. In other words, the 
reformed pan-Asianism determined itself to restore the traditional 
status of Asia by doing away with the uncalled-for political and 
economic domination of the West. Britain, in its possessions 
in the East, applied stringent measures to restrain the emergence 
of pan-Asianism; whereas America devoted its attention to 
obsttuct the natural evolution of East Asiatic harmony, 
particularly resenting the forward activities of Japan. It is 
obvious that the Nine-Power Treaty, the Anti-War Pact and 
the Stimson declaration of non-recognition of Manchoukuo 
were framed primarily to hinder the consummation of a pan- 
Oriental understanding. -The present attitude of the Washing- 
ton Government toward the East transparently points out that 
< ae President Roosevelt in alliance with Prime Minister Churchill 
See is bent upon dictating the course of Oriental life and living ex 
Se eat _ tathedra swayed by an ambitious outlook of America of the 
. world. 
The United States has entered the current international 
armed conflict in order to superimpose its own world policy on 
— the external and internal affairs of other component nations. 
_ Puritanism no longer exists in the America of today. It has 
been discarded in favour of capitalist-imperialism. Appatently, 
the United States has become an ardent follower of Calvinism. 
atter patt of his life, Calvin advocated that service 
commerce, industry or other departments of human 
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Washington oligarchy demands that the United States must 
have the tight to assume the rdle of an economic policeman in 
the world, especially in East Asia, to protect its liberty and 
freedom of living! How America’s liberty and freedom of 
living are menaced either by the construction of a co-prosperity 
sphere in greater East Asia or by the establishment of a new 
order in Europe, is certainly beyond the conception of the average 
intelligent man. If the United States truthfully cherishes its 
time-honouted ideal of pan-Americanism, it cannot reasonably 
object to the upsurgence of greater East Asianism, pan-Euro- 
peanism or pan-Orientalism. The fact is that the United States 
desires that both Europe and Asia should fall in line with its con- 
ception of pan-Americanism of the world iz toto. It is scarcely 
necessaty to explain that no self-respecting nation can abide by 
such an absurd conception. Japan, Germany and other Axis 
nations are engaged in a bitter struggle, for they wish to live 
happily and peacefully in their respective spheres of the world 
under a teorganized system of inter-country reciprocity. Their 
wish does not in any way clash with the legitimate aspiration 
of the United States. : 

Pan-Asianism, as it has developed now, tightfully demands 
that the West must recognize the independent status of the 
East. To be more explicit, it demands that the United States 
and Britain must give up their policy of dominating the Orient. 
In East Asia, Japan has made a positive move in that direction. 
The present activity in respect of constructing a greater East 
Asia co-prospetity sphere aims at practicalizing the permanent 
liberation of this part of the Orient from the politco-economic — 
interference of the Anglo-American nations. It has to be admit- 
ted that this activity is in consonance with the larger activity 
concerning the regeneration of the entite Orient. The United 
States and Britain cannot brush aside the historical evidence 
that the peoples of the East have all along been inclined to live 
in their sphete of the world without taking up a domineering 
attitude toward the West. The Orient has never regarded the 
military power as the symmum bonum of life, even though it had 
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. resorted to it on many occasions to establish different patterns 
ee of administrative régimes in different Eastern counttics. Its 
policy has always been to encourage peaceful ne: In the 
past, all evolutions and revolutions in the Orient were carried 
out so introvetsively that there were very few sanguinary re- 
volutionaty wats. In contrast, in the Occident, sanguinary 
revolutionary wats occurred intermittently. This again illus- 
trates that Oriental politics has been traditionally based on 
high moral principles for the purpose of insuring peace and 
happiness to mankind at all times. Hence, it would be mote 
than a figment of imagination to think that the East harbours 
% the notion of dominating the West in the future. As Britain 
% and America are perfectly awate of the peace-loving characteristic 
of the East, they, in fairness, should not stand in the way of the 
projected new order in East Asia, which is a part of the now- 

developing movement for pan-Oriental resurgence. 

Intuitive philosophy is the keynote of Oriental culture ; 
whereas practical reasoning is the basis of Occidental civiliza- 
tion. The former enjoins one to practise contentment within his 

eee ‘own sutroundings, while the latter urges one to seek contentment 
es ae in expansion, overstepping the limits of his surroundings. The 
tee Orient tries to femain in companionship with Nature, while the 
os Occident attempts to conquer Nature by devising new scientific 
: methods and material innovations. Although the Orient is proud 
Soe of its spiritual and philosophic contributions, as well as its age- 
old culture, it is nevertheless broadminded and modest enough to 

3 oe such things of the West as are beneficial to its life and 
aS ay cs se pee ae Prominent in the present- 
Boe cand ae es as setenely assimilated with an 
Mme the Sclentiic and technical aspects of Occidental 
tion. No one should think that the Orient in the past 
cient in scientific and technical ingenuity, It a be 
© Orient tid printing were invented in the 
t is because the Otie a eae and 
Gfevieting tor princisles, chine 
Sa ees P €s, philosophic conceptions 


el Lait i ae 


°% : See 


ey 


+ 


PAN-ASIANISM AND EAST ASIA 


and religions. They were mote concerned with the elevation 
of mind than with the security of material comfort. And that is 
why the West found it comparatively easy to dominate the 
East by making a show of its militant power and material 
culture. It is the Occidental domination which compelled the 
Orient to assimilate the scientific and technical aspects of 
Western civilization as a means to prepare the ground for its 
regeneration. Today, the Orient is asserting its right to con- 
duct its own affairs, because it has regained its confidence to look 
after its own interests without depending on the Occident, and 
by overriding the de trop politico-economic influences of Britain 
and the United States. Inspired by such a motive, Japan rose 
up in arms against the Anglo-American nations, and is now 
constructing a co-ptosperity sphere embracing greater Hast 
Asia to hasten the revival of the traditional East Asiatic 
harmony. 

It has to be acknowledged that the infiltration of Occident- 
al culture into the Orient served as a blessing in disguise, for 
the Oriental peoples were provided with opportunities to make | 
a thorough study of the good points of the Occidental 
peoples. They began to master modern sciences and tech- 
niques with a view to teplenishing the fold of their own 
culture. Furthermore, Western missionaries and education- 
ists enlightened them in the Western way of thinking, and 
this enlightenment enabled them to match their wits against the 
wiles of the West. In this manner, they became well informed 
of the propensities of the West, and so they began to resent 
the unwarranted superiority complex of the Occidental peoples. 
Demonstrations protesting against the self-created superior 
attitude of the West were held from time to time in different 
Asiatic countries, and these demonstrations assumed concrete 
forms after the close of the first World War. Japan, China, 
India and Iran each in its own sphere launched an emancipation 
movement to rouse the Oriental consciousness for pan-Asian- 
ism. After passing through a series of trials, Japan during the 
Manchurian incident came to the conclusion that the time had 
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come for enunciating boldly the policy of third Power non- 
intervention in the affairs of East Asia. Britain and America 
retaliated the founding of the State of Manchoukuo by initiat- 
ing a “stop Japan” policy which, with the outbreak of the 
China affair, bloomed into a policy of separating China from 
Japan. Then the Anglo-American nations hutriedly con- 
structed a military encirclement ting against Japan and froze 
its assets to imperil its economic existence. Finally, the 
United States demanded the submission of Japan to its China 
policy, with the result that this country was painfully forced to 
take up atms to retrieve the situation in East Asia. At pre- 
sent, greater Hast Asia, shorn of Anglo-American influences, is 
forging ahead to tealize regional interdependence, thereby 
supplying a new incentive to the just fruition of long- 
cherished pan-Orientalism. 

It is plain that the Anglo-American policy of hindering 
the growth of pan-Asianism has hardened the resolution of the 
Asiatic peoples to secute their destined status in the world. 
Almost every Asiatic country in one way or the other is voicing 
its Opposition to the politico-economic absoluteness of Britain 
and America. In East Asia, Japan is prosecuting a war of 
emancipation for its security and that of China and the south- 
€rn countties. Japan’s present conflict with Britain and 


ayes — been so bright as it appears now. Apart from all poli- 
Se and economic implications involved in Japan’s wat with 
ritain and the United States, it must be noted that this 
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ptincipally empowered to settle disputes among European 
nations. ‘The attitude taken up by the League in respect of 
the Manchurian incident clearly suggested that it was operat- 
ing, firstly, to facilitate the continued Western domination of 
the East, and secondly, as a mouthpiece of Britain and Ame- 
tica, though the latter was a non-member. Prior to the rise of 
Nazism in Germany and the conclusion the of Rome-Berlin 
entente, the League fabric to some extent acted as a collective 
security institution for Europe. But the moment the coalition 
between Nazism and Fascism was accomplished, it degenerated 
into a political organization of Britain, its partners and the 
United States. On the other hand, it studiously refrained 
from discussing any question relative to the separation of Oc- 
cidental domination from the sphere of the Orient. It adopt- 
ed a resolution against Japan bearing on the Manchurian issue 
chiefly to satisfy the demand made by London and Washing- 
ton. Japan resenting such a League move withdrew from it, 
while other Asiatic nations, which have all along regarded the 
League as a putely European machinery, became firmly con- 
vinced of its non-Asiatic character. Then its manceuvre 
under the instigation of Britain and the United States to deny 
Italy and Germany the freedom of action in their own affairs 
hegatived its importance as a peace-enforcing organ for 
Europe. Naturally, it became ineffective and lost its value 
altogether when Germany and Italy sponsord the movement for 
a new European order. Ifthe League had acted impartially in 
scrutinizing the Manchurian issue and if it had accommodated the 
aspirations of Germany and Italy, there is every teason to be- 
lieve that the present Axis-‘ Democracy ” war would not have 
taken place, for the League would have by this time developed 
into a genuine peace organization of both the East and the West. 
But as the League became the mouthpiece of London and 
Washington, it is no wonder that it failed to be of any use 
either to Asia or to Europe to settle disputes impartially. 

Until the outbreak of the Manchurian incident, Britain 
and America had not been taking concentrated interest in pan- 
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Asianism. ‘The strong nationalist movement Saat aectes 
earlier in India only made Britain change its ae in . ing 
with the Indian people. But the Manchurian incident a the 
subsequent founding of the State of Manchoukuo ae - a 
eye-opener to both London and Washington. \bout : 
time, too, India carried out another nationalist agitation mean 
Britain. Though the nationalist agitation in India had no - ation 
with Japan’s movement for settling East Asiatic affairs without 
the intervention of third Powers, both of them nonetheless 
suggested that pan-Asianism was developing at a rapid pace. 
The United States and Britain supported the so-called contention 
of China respecting the Manchurian imbroglio not so much to 
permit that country to exercise its legitimate diplomatic and 
sovereign tights, but more for using China against Japan, so 
that they could push forward their 4 comert schemes of East 
Asiatic exploitation. It is, indeed, regrettable that they suc- 
ceeded in executing the majority of their schemes, em- 
batrassing Japan to no extent. It is only when the present 
i: reformed Nanking Government was set up that they found in 
L China a new force resolved to secure Sino-Japanese collabora- 
tion and elmination of the Anglo-American intrusion. In 
order to enfeeble this force, they cattried out various political, 
€conomic and diplomatic actions against Japan, ultimately 
precipitating the outbreak of the current wat in greater East 
Asia. As fat as Japan is concetned, it is waging the war as a 
~ measure of self-defence and to assist China and the southern 
_ fiations to regain their proper places in the comity of nations, 
thereby drawing a new curve of pan-Asianism with East Asia 


Being an Asiatic nation, Japan firmly believes in the ideal 
n-Asianism. In fact, its present activity in East Asia depicts 
shape its faith in the ideal of Asia for the Asiatics. 
‘Promoting the doctrine of Asiatic homogeneity, is 
in the least any motive of playing one countty 
Brita uccessfully pursued the 
and also the policy of 
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pitting one Asiatic country against the other, is now placed in 
a predicament with the growing tendency for European unity 
on the one hand and the aspiration for Oriental harmony on 
the other. The United States, the new-commer in the field of 
balance of power policy, too, is faced with the same difficulty 
as Britain. Japan, which has suffered a great deal in the recent 
past from the balance of power policy of the Anglo-American 
nations, is firm in its stand that so fat as the sphere of greater 
East Asia is concerned such a policy should never be allowed to 
take root, and at the same time hopes that the Asiatic coun- 
tties outside this sphere would implement identical steps for 
the common cause of pan-Orientalism. 

After the conclusion of the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-5, 
Japan on account of thtee-Power intervention had to cede ter- 
titories to China acquired under treaty terms. The Anglo-Japan- 
ese alliance was contracted to maintain the Far Eastern balance 
of power which had been threatened by the triple intervention. 
The Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5 took place, because China 
failed to make Russia withdraw its troops from Chinese territory, 
The Manchutian incident happened as an inevitable outcome of 
China’s inability to enforce peace and tranquillity in its 
“Eastern Provinces.” More lately, the China affair broke 
out, and it settled into a ptolonged issue because of General 
Chiang Kai-shek’s attitude of non-comptomise toward Japan. 
In all these cases trouble arose, for a foreign Power or a com- 
bination of foreign Powers executed a policy of balance of 
power at the cost of China and Japan. It is gtatifying that the 
Ptesent changed conditions in East Asia have substantially 
uprooted the sources of such a policy. 

It is well known that Japan regards Communism as in- 
compatible with its national ideology. Just as the United States 
felt misgivings about the sptead of the Europeon monatchial 
system to the Western Hemisphere, Japan in Communism sees 
a silent meance to it and other countries of East Asia. It, 
therefore, includes in its scope of pan-Asianism the question of 
defence against Communism. The Sino-Japanese turmoils 
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which occutted in the past two deeades can be ttaceable : pee 

extent to Communistic activities. When in 1936 Genera ase 
Kai-shek was imprisoned by Chinese Communists at a ‘ ha 

to procute his release by promising the onsale i show- 

down against Japan. Earlier, the State of Manc houkuo was 

established to eliminate the incursions of Communism. At 

present, Tokyo, Nanking and Hsinking have formed a joint 

front against Communism with a view to insuting common 

secutity and advancement. Hence, it Is explicit that pan- 

Asianism as it would operate in East Asia would always resort 

to needful steps to combat the menace of Communism. In this 

connection, it must be understood that the allusion to Com- 

munism does not in any way signify a reference to the Soviet 

Union. Side by side with opposition to Communism, it is es- 

sential that action should be taken against Anglo-American 

liberalism, which seems to have been ingrained in the soil of 

Asia. Japan has already liquidated appreciably Anglo-Amerti- 

EK: can liberalism from East Asia and the southern countries to ac- 

celerate the potential appeatance of pan-Asianism in this part 

of the world. Concurrently, several distant Asiatic countries 

: ate trying their utmost to overthrow liberalism in order to find 

salvation in their own way of living. 
In Japan, the doctrine of pan-Otientalism has passed 
through a number of stages. Throughout the feudal age 
ending in the Tokugawa period, its scope was extremely 
limited. It was only when Japan came out victorious in the 
Russo-Japanese Wat of 1904-5 that the doctrine received the 
serious attention of the then visionaty leaders of the nation, 
and yet it remained a theoretical ideal until the commence- 
‘ment of the Manchurian incident, when, under the impact of a 
few national teawakening, it germinated as a practical pro- 

position. This germination, however, failed to yield any 
le result up to the first phase of the China affair. ‘Thete- 
with the clarification of the significance of the China 

took the form of “reconstruction of East Asia,” 


blossoming into “new order for East Asia.” At this 
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stage, the pan-Oriental sentiment of Japan became remarkably 
virile, and so when the greater East Asia wat broke out, this 
country at once started exercising its influence to regenerate pan- 
Asianism in this section of the Orient. It openly intimated to 
other Asiatic countries that it has taken up arms to contribute its 
share in the consummation of pan-Oriental understanding. The 
assistance it is giving to the Philippines and Burma to regain 

their autonomy, the sympathy it is showing for the cause of 
Indian independence, the harmonious relations it has establish- 

ed with the Nanking Government unequivocally disclose its 

genuine willingness to tender its best service to the attainment _ 
of the goal of Asiatic resurgence. 

Japan gratefully acknowledges the assistance it has received 
from Britain and the United States in building itself into a 
powerful nation. Going a step further, it admits that it is 
America which introduced Japan to the comity of nations in 
modern times. But what this country objects is the subsequent 
volte face in the Japan policy of the Anglo-American Powers. 
Japan financed its war with China in 1894-5 with loans secured 
from the United States and Britain. Part of the funds required 
fot prosecuting the war with Russia in 1904-5; was met by 
external borrowings. Japan participated in the last World War, 
because of its alliance with Britain, and yet in the post-war 
period the Anglo-American nations suddenly changed their 
attitude toward this country. Not only the Anglo-Japanese 
alliance was terminated, but also an unequal naval parity was 
thrust upon Japan to keep it bottled up in Pacific waters. The 
conclusion of the Ottawa Trade Agreements under the auspices 
of Britain and the raising of tariff walls by America reacted 
adversely on the economic set-up of Japan. And when the 
State of Manchoukuo was founded, they immediately character- 
ized Japan as a “hustling aggressor ” without pondering over 
the fact that it needed an economic outlet to safeguard its 
existence. From that time onward their “stop Japan ” policy 
began to assume a threatening tone, and ultimately a military 
atch was constructed and economic relations wete seveted to 
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force this countty to submit to their coercion. All this while, 
Japan patiently endeavoured to seck a settlement of differences 
through just compromise plans. Unfortunately, its attitude of 
concliation was construed as a military weakness, with the 
result that the Washington Government came out with a 
ptoposal, the acceptance of which meant the virtual surrender 
of this countty to the United States. It is, therefore, America 
which compelled Japan against its wishes to enter into a state 
of wat with it and the British Empire as the only means of 
normalizing the situation in East Asia. Japan, having now 
secured the liberation of greater East Asia, is exerting its full 
efforts to assist each nation of this sphere to obtain its rightful 
place. 

The Anglo-American contention that Japan has always been 
desirous of dominating East Asia is untenable for the simple 
teason that it is not acting like an imperialist Power. The way 
it has so far helped Manchoukuo to consolidate its national status 
and the manner in which it is assisting the Nanking Govern- 
ment to regain complete economic and political sOveteignty are 
certainly standing proofs that what Japan wants is the co- 
operation of East Asia in mutual economic and political matters 
and not the entrenchment of the so-called Japanese domination. 
The sutrender of concessional and extta-territorial rights and 


adjustments that have 
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on a policy of keeping Japan in a perpetual ‘ have-not”’ state. 
How can then Japan be termed an imperialist nation? The 
projected greater East Asia co-prosperity sphere is being con- 
structed for mutual safety and prosperity, as well as for stabili- 
zing the future evolution of East Asianism on a durable 
foundation. 

The latest evolution in East Asiatic life has spurred the 
ascendancy of pan-Asianism. The conception of cO-prosperity 
sphere is not only based on the ideal of Asiatic homogeneity, 
but also on the high moral principles of the Orient, which 
enjoy the practise of common liberty, common ptosperity 
and fraternity. In broader sense it includes the welfare of 
humanity at large. In these circumstances, it would be more 
than a wishful opinion to express self-centred views on the 
envisaged co-prosperity sphere. It is being otganized by the 
joint efforts of all the countries of greater East Asia, primarily, 
to protect regional integrity nurturing pan-Asianism, and 
secondarily, to make it a worthy component unit of the world 
telative to international commerce, trade and intercoutse. 
Because the conception of co-prosperity sphere has the common 
doctrine of pan-Asianism as its Leit-motif, it is bound to give 
Prominence to the Oriental way of doing things, thereby re- 
exposing the creative merit of Asia, which has long been locked 
up in the political strongroom of Anglo-American liberalism. — 
Pan-Asianism is now giving a colourful display in East Asia, 
for this part of the Orient, by substantially demolishing 
Anglo-American domination, has matched nearer to the goal 
of Asia for the Asiatics. 
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By KEI-ICHI NAGAS AKA 


WHEN the Tohjo Cabinet was teorganized in April last, 
= Mr. Hiji Amau was appointed President of the Board 
of Information. The new information chief, because of his 
prilliant past records, appeats to be well qualified for handling 
all weighty official statements and interpreting the cardinal 
policies of the Government. From 1933 to 1937, he was director 
of the now defunct Information Bureau of the Foreign Office, 
and during this petiod he successfully discharged his duties as 
the diplomatic spokesman of the Government. In 1934, he 
leaped into international prominence by issuing what is gene- 
tally called the Amau declaration on non-tecognition of third 
Power interference in purely East Asiatic affairs. Taking a 
sttong exception to the technical assistance rendered to China 
by the League of Nations and the economic and military aids 
‘given to General Chiang Kai-shek by the Governments and 
interested quarters of Britain and the United States, spokesman 
ee as an epochal statement on April; 17, 11934. It, in 
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interfere with any foreign country negotiating individually with China 
on questions of finance or trade as long as such negotiations benefit 
China and ate not detrimental to the maintenance of peace in Hast 
Asia. However, supplying China with warplanes, building aerodromes 
in China and detailing military instructors or military advisers to China, 
or contracting a loan to provide funds for political use, would obviously 
tend to alienate the friendly relations between Japan and China and 
other countries and disturb peace and order in East Asia. Japan will 
oppose such projects. 


The Amau declaration frankly and without any diplomatic 
frills pointed out that to Japan the maintenance of peace and 
tranquillity in East Asia was of vital need, and, at the same time, 
requested foreign nations not to implement measures construable 
as harmful to the cause of Sino-Japanese harmony. London 
and Washington strongly resented the interpretation contained 
in the Amau declaration of the China policy of Tokyo. By way 
of registering its protest, the Ametican Government on April 
30 sent a note to the Japanese Government and specifically drew 
the attention of the latter to the terms of the Nine-Power Treaty. 
It would not be fallacious to say that Mr. Amau through his 
outspoken declaration unveiled the portrait of Japan’s independ- 
ent China policy, which thenceforward aimed at restoring stable 
cordial relations between the two neighbouring countries. 

Prior to the outbreak of the current Pacific war, Japan did 
everything in its power to seek a solution of all pending Far 
Eastern issues in an endeavour to meet the just demands of 
Britiain and the United States, as well as to effect an understanding 
with Chungking, thereby facilitating the return of peace in 
China. Animated by sucha noble motive, the Japanese Goy- 
ernment opened negotiations with the American Government. 
But the latter, spurning the good intention of the former, sub- 
mitted a provoking proposal, with the result that Japan was 
reluctantly obliged to enter into a state of wat with Britain and 
America as the only recourse left to settle diverse Sino-Japanese 
differences without the intervention or mediation of third 
Powers. Now that the Anglo-American interference in greater 
East Asia has been reduced, regardless of the contrary proclivity 
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of Chungking, the independent China policy of Japan, so ably 

outlined by Mr. Amau in 1934, has started functioning in a fairly 

gas smooth manner by receiving the required support of the Nan- 

* king Government. 

. Diplomatically speaking, the Amau declaration ‘was made 
in the nature of a warning to Britain and America, which nations 
had been persistently scheming to hinder the growth of genuine 
Sino-Japanese harmony. They unnecessarily feared that, in the 
event of a Sino-Japanese accord being reached, their special 

“tights and interests in China would suffer a great deal. This 

apprehension on their part was merely hypothetical, especially 

when the Amau declaration conveyed no such idea. It is te- 
gtettable that a section of public opinion in Japan, desiring to 
conciliate America at any cost, vehemently criticized the Amau 
declaration as a piece of inopportune statement. On top of this, 
cettain influential circles went so far as to cold-shoulder it, for 
they attached prime importance to the policy of “go slow” in 
dealing with the United States. Nevertheless, the new turn 
in the China policy, on the whole, came to be accepted in the 
countty as a settled fact. 
Tn April; 1937, when Mr. Naotaké Sato assumed the port- 
folio of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Amau was Promoted Minister and 

. assigned to Switzerland. Duting his stay in Berne, he made a 

te detailed study of the international situation, being comparatively 

free from heavy diplomatic wotk. In September, 1939, when Ad- 
mital Nomura joined the Abé Cabinet as Foreign Minister, Mr. 

: Amau ee ae to Rome. In this new téle, Mr. 

may Cisplayed marked ability in strengthening the structure of 
Berlin-Rome-Tokyo Axis. Then, with os assumption in 
cond: Konoyé Cabinet of the post of Foreign Minister 
oo oS President of the South Man- 
ee “8G Ptitemover in leadino Japan’s 
cleo icon, Me Anas At 
Say es ution to reinforce furthér the 
Pose. He, in conjunction with Mr. 


passador to Berlin, brought about the — 
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conclusion of the Tripartite Alliance Pact among Japan, Ger- 
many and Italy. By virtue of this agreement, the major credit 
for which must be given to Mr. Matsuoka, Berlin and Rome 
acknowledged Japan’s leadership in East Asia, while Japan te- 
cognized the leadership of Berlin and Rome in Europe, and thus 
the Axis solidarity was cemented to strive for organizing a new 
world order in replacement of the status quo policy of the Anglo- 
American nations. 

Mr. Amau tetited for a short while from diplomatic setvice in 
Februaty, 1941; but, with the formation of the third Konoyé 
Cabinet, he was recalled to take charge of the office of Vice- 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. In this capacity he greatly assisted 
Foreign Minister Admiral Teijiro Toyoda in conducting negotia- 
tions with America with a view to reaching an agreement for 
the settlement of the China affair. In October, 1941, the Konoyé 
Cabinet tendeted its resignation and General Hidéki Tohjo, who 
was War Minister in that Cabinet, organized a new Ministry. 
Consequent upon the organization of the Tohjo Ministry, Mr. 
Amau tesigned from the office of Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. Premier General Tohjo resumed negotiations with the 
United States and dispatched Mr. Kurusu as special envoy to 
Washington for the purpose of assisting Ambassador Nomura 
in effecting a mutually acceptable rapprochement with the Roose- 
velt administration. Since the attempt failed, on account of 
President Roosevelt’s dictatorial attitude, the wat in greater 
East Asia eventuated as a natural development. 

Until his appointment as President of the Board of Infor- 
mation, Mr. Amau remained somewhat inactive, A few months 
ago, he accepted the post of chief of the neighbourhood associa- 
tion department. of the National Service Association—a post 
which he is still retaining with the object of sctutnizing closely 
the wartime life of the nation. Now that he has become the 
information chief, it is popularly expected that he will not only 
invigorate the thought warfare structure of Japan, but also will 
speed up the dissemination of accutate informations concerning 
the latest activity pertaining to the construction of a greater 
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sphere. In addition, because of the 


East Asia co-ptospetity 
perfect understanding existing between him and Mr. Mamoru 


i itsu, Foreign Minister, it is obvious that the Board of 
ae aad a Foreign Office would function as one well- 
knit organization to yield greater good to wattime diplomacy 

ion setvice of the nation. 

ae cone son of a wholesale fertilizer merchant of 
Tokushima, Shikoku, Mr. Amau, after graduating from the 
Kobe Higher Commetcial School, prosecuted his post-graduate 
studies at the Tokyo Higher Commercial School. In 1912, he 
entered the service of the Foreign Office and successively served 
as consul at Antung and Sydney, embassay secretary at London 
and legation secretary at Berne. After that he came back to 
the Foreign Office as a secretary of the European and American 
Affairs Bureau. During the time of the Washington Conference, 
he acted as one of the staff membets of the Japanese delegation. 
aS Then followed his appointment as consul-general at Canton and 
ue : Harbin and secretary to the Japanese Emabssay in Peking. 
re Subsequently, he served twice as chargé d’affairs in Moscow, 
from whence he was transferred to the Foreign Office to become 
director of the Information Bureau. From this list of posts he 
has had held, it is apparent that Mr. Amau in his early career 
teceived a sound training to educate himself as an astute dip- 
lomat. Perhaps that is why he was later assigned to Rome as 
_ Ambassador, where he offered his best setvice for the conclu- 

Sion of the Tripartite Alliance Pact. In recognition of his 
ability, he has now been entrusted with the administration of 
the information set-up of the Government. 
the time when Mr. Amau was spokesman of the Foreign 

exhibited a keen sense of diplomatic judgement in 
atements and in replying to questions put by newspaper 
f foreign countries. He was always ready to 
clating the policies of Japan and give them 
Jons as impattially as possible. When subjected to a 
questions inged with suspicious motive, he would 
ty with a broad s: e and reply wittily, 
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thereby disarming the suspicion of the questioners. On the 
other hand, in voicing the reasonableness of the contentions of 
Japan, he would take a firm stand and present plainly the view- 
points of this country. In liberal circles of those days he was 
known as the e#fant terrible of the Foreign Office. It may be 
that he nourished a militant complex being influenced by such 
militant diplomats as Mr. Kumatato Honda and Mr. Kénkichi 
Yoshizawa, under both of whom he served as secretaty respect- 
ively at London and Peking. It is certainly a fact that Mr. Amau 
is a man of strong character. At this time of supet-emergency 
confronting the Japanese people a man of his calibre cannot but 
be welcomed. ‘ 
Immediately after Japan’s withdrawal from the League of 
Nations, British and American correspondents posed a number 
of questions to Mr. Amau for the purpose of ascertaining the 
future moves of this country. The day was cold and a severe 
biting wind was blowing. To the astonishment of the Anglo- 
American newspapetmen, they found all the windows of Mr. 
Amau’s toom wide open. They started shutting the windows, 
whereupon the spokesman remarked : ‘‘ The windows have just 
been opened. Please leave them open for a while to have more 
fresh ait. It is good and as healthy as the open door policy you 
people so fondly advocate.” This wisecrack elicited a roar of 
hearty laughter and incidentally the Anglo-American correspon- 
dents received theit answer in parable. Under cover of such an 
enjoyable joke, Mr. Amau took the occasion to declare that 
Japan was following an open door policy, and that it would 
follow the same policy in the future for the healthy progress of 
East Asia. It will be refreshing to know that the Amau de-~ 
Claration of 1934, which was scathingly attacked by Britain 
and the United States, in a way tried to safeguard the legiti- 
mate special privilages and interests of foreign Powers, and for 
that reason it naturally sought the execution of a genuine open 
door policy in East Asia through Sino-Japanese collaboration 
and consultation. Japan parted company with the League 
of Nations, because Geneva, taking shelter behind non-realistic 
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issues, flatly refused to give its assent to the operation of a 
Sino-Japanese open doot policy in East Asia. he : 
Today, Mr. Amau in the capacity of the new information 
chief has been called upon to play a notable part in promoting 
the “open door ” policy of Japan for the regeneration of inter- 
country homogeneity in greater East Asia. Britain and Ametica 
devised their own plan of open door in China mainly to shut 
out the natural evolution in Sino-Japanese cordiality. They played 
China against Japan to eatn benefit for themselves at the cost of 
_ both East Asiatic neighbours. The Nine-Power Treaty was Con- 
cluded not for the benefit of China, but for depriving Japan of 
the means to foster Sino-Japanese amity. This agreement 
hampered the activity of Japan in regard to the promotion of 
East Asiatic stability. It is, indeed, fortunate that the present 
Tokyo-Nanking combination has receded the London-Washing- 
ton open door policy to the background and has simultaneously 
accelerated the consummation of the long-standing ideal of 
independent East Asiatic “ open door” doctrine cherished by the 
nations of this part of the world. Mr. Amau, who has all along 
manifested opposition to alien interference in East Asiatic affairs, 
has now been provided with powerful administrative authority 
toadd his weight to the task of constructing the envisioned 
tegional “ open door ” in greater East Asia. 


READJUSTMENT OF ENTERPRISES 


By KIROKU OHGUCHI 


THousn before the commencement of the China affair 


cettain measures wete adopted to readjust enterprises, 
nevertheless the solution of the entite problem remained pending 
until the current policy of rehabilitating people’s occupation was 
put into effect. Inasmuch as such measures had as their chief 
criterion the rationalization of industries, they differed funda- 
mentally from the present conception of business readjustment, 
the characteristics of which are discernible in the legislation 
passed at the eighty-second session of the Diet. The ptincipal aims 
of the readjustment of enterprises now being undertaken are 
two-fold: first, to increase the nation’s fighting power by 
teorganizing national defence economy on a total independent 
footing, and second, to enforce a comprehensive planned 
economy to meet the urgent wartime demands, simultaneously 
insuring the prosperity of national economy on as permanent 
a basis as possible. ; 

On the outbreak of the China affair in July, 1937, a com- 
modity mobilization plan was executed along with a measure for 
controlling prices. The scope of this mobilization plan did not 
include the question of readjustment and consolidation of enter- 
ptises. However, with the aggravation of the situation follow- 
ing the American Government’s abrogation of the Treaty of 
Commerce and Navigation with Japan, the Japanese Government 
came to feel the urgent necessity of carrying out an industrial 
teorganization. Consequently, it announced on October 225 
1940, its policy in regard to persons engaged in medium and 
small enterprises, making clear therein the telative measures to 


be taken in connection with those who were tequited to change 
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‘ 


their business. ‘This was the first time that a conctete approach 
snaiaed was made to tackle the problem of readjustment of medium and 
small-scale enterprises. 

In pursuance of the new policy, the Government decided 
that changes in occupation would be effected in accordance with 
such autonomous measutes as ate based on agreements reached 
by the associations of those engaged in different lines of medium 
and small-scale business, avoiding as much as possible the 
enforcement of compulsory measures on the part of the Govern- 
ment; which would confine its activity to giving necessary guid- 
ance in this respect. It also approved that all necessary measures 
would be taken to mitigate the sufferings of those who would 
have to change their business (including their employees), and 

_ thereby expedite and render it easy for them to change their 
business, as well as redistribute labour thus made available for 
meeting the urgent tequest of essential industries from the 
standpoint of reorganizing the national labour force. 

In regard to the reorganization of the labour force of the 
countty, the Government implemented two measutes. The 


ho have changed their business, thereby lessening their 
te them switch to other spheres of industrial 


€ enterprise readjustment policy of the Gov- 
Minister promulgated on November 28, 
‘the Establishment and Supervision of 
‘manner, the People’s 
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repercussions arising out of the readjustment of medium and 
small-scale industties. Only about a month after the promulga- 
tion of the regulations, the Government on December 7, 1940; 
announced an outline for the construction of a new economic 
structure. After clarifying at the outset the basic policy, the 
Government recognized the necessity of organizing national 
economy into a unified organic whole in keeping with the priority 
principle for public interests and national service through one’s 
occupation so as to achieve a high degree of national defence. 
Divided into three sections, namely, basic policy, industrial 
sttucture and economic bodies, the outline amplified the pro- 
jected framework of national defence economy and urged the 
enforcement of policies for controlling all categories of industrial 
enterprises—large, medium and small. 

In view of the above policy, the Government thereafter 
sttove to readjust the enterprises within the country. As 
regards large enterprises, it promulgated on August 30, 1941, 
the Vital Industrial Organizations Ordinance based on the pro- 
visions of Article 18 of the National General Mobilization Law. 
The ordinance clearly specified the machinery of the control 
associations to be established and also provided for the designa- 
tion by cabinet dectees of those enterprises whose operation 
would be guided by its terms. So far the following twenty-two 
enterprises have been designated as subject to its provisions : 
steel; coal, motors, electrical machinery, precision machinery, 
rolling stock, automobiles, cement, minerals (excluding those 
designated otherwise), non-ferrous metals, foreign trade, ship- 
building, provincial railways and tramways, aluminium, magne- 
sium, etc., industrial chemicals, rubber, hides and leather, oils, 
cotton yarn and cloth, silk yarn and cloth, woolen yarn and cloth, 
and hemp goods. As regards industrial control, the Govern- 
ment, through the Industrial Equipment Corporation Law 
enacted on November 26, 1941, established the Industrial 
Equipment Corporation, the objects of which ate to promote 
during wattime those war industries and associate vital concerns 
which ate difficult to propagate or maintain by private corpora- 
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tions, to construct ships according to Government specifications 
and to utilize those industrial equipment which ate yet incom- 
plete or lying idle. 

As already stated, the Government, in order to reshuffle the 
fabric of medium and small enterprises, implemented appropriate 
measutes and established the People’s Rehabilitation Bank to 
facilitate the change of occupation by the owners of such enter- 

‘ 3 prises. Then in the outline for the establishment of a new 
economic structure the Government clarified its policy as fol- 
lows: “Medium and small enterprises will be maintained and 
fostered. However, in those cases where their maintenance is 
difficult the Government will utge their readjustment and con- 
solidation on the initiative of their owners and assist such owners 

in finding employment in other branches of industry.” 
When the readjustment of enterprises became an immediate 
_hecessity consequent upon the gtowing tension in the inter- 
national situation and the outbreak of wat in greater Hast Asia, 
the Government promulgated on December 11, 1941, the Enter- 
Prise Permit Ordinance based on Atticle 16 of the National 
General Mobilization Law. This was followed by the promulga- 
tion of the Enterprise Rehabilitation Ordinance based on the 
Same article. Prior to this, the Government had promulgated 
on March 5, 1941, the People’s Rehabilitation Bank Law, 
which Superseded the Regulations for the Establishment and 
: _ Supervision of the People’s Rehabilitation Bank. On February 
233 1942, this law was revised, whereby the bank’s capital was 
“Meteased from ¥20,000,000 to ¥50,000,000 and its debenture 

ssuing limit increased to fifteen times its capital. 

As far as the business of the People’s Rehabilitation Bank 
cerned, Article 17 of the afo 
« shall engage in the following 
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for the owners of commercial and industrial enterprises who 
have changed or discontinued their business. (4) The entertain- 
ment of matters appertaining to the business listed above. In 
addition, the bank is empowered, with the approval of the com- 
petent State Minister, to engage in business other than those 
already enumerated. It will, therefore, be observed that the 
bank’s business is to administer or dispose of assets, extend 
loans, or take over or guarantee debts on behalf of those pet- 
sons who have changed or abolished their business. In ex- 
tending these facilities at the request of such persons, the bank 
is requited to follow the procedure laid down in Atticle 1 of the 
Ordinance for the Enforcement of the People’s Rehabilitation 
Bank Law. The article in question provides that the business 
of the bank shall be conducted for the benefit of those commetcial 
and industrial entrepreneurs who have been recognized by the 
respective prefectural governors as having changed or abolished 
their business for the subjoined reasons : (a) the prohibition 
of festtiction of production, distribution, exportation or im- 
portation for the putpose of economic control necessitated by 
the current situation ; (b) the readjustment of the machinery of 
production, distribution, exportation of importation for the 
purpose of economic conttol necessitated by the ptevailing 
situation ; and (c) the decline in export or import due to changes 
in the international situation. This means that the bank is 
petmitted to transact business with only those owners of com- 
mercial and industrial enterprises who have been recognized by 
the respective prefectural governors as having duly changed or 
abolished their business for the reasons stipulated in the fore- 
going. 

As to the actual handling of business, first of all the com- 
petent Ministry decides the outline for the teadjustment of | 
enterprises concerned. In accordance with this outline, the 


_ tespective prefectural governors fix the plans for the readjust- 


ment of enterprises within their jurisdictions and obtain permi- 
ssion of the competent Ministry therefor. After this is done, the 
prefectural governors assess the values of the assets employed in 
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the enterprises concetned and submit them for fae of ue 
prefectural valuation committees. Prior to this, the 5 ta 
valuation committee will have fixed the basic policy to be fol- 
lowed in making these valuations. Furthermore, the standard 
valuation to be used in each type of enterprise will have been 
already determined by an expert committee for each line of 
enterprise. Hence, it follows that the prefectural governors 
make the valuations mainly on the basis of the standards ap- 
proved by the central valuation committee, giving at the same 
time due consideration to special circumstances prevailing 
within the prefectures concerned. It is only after the valuation 
has been made that the People’s Rehabilitation Bank may begin 
lending money to those who have changed or given up theit 
business. 
As a general principle, loans are made up to the full value 
of the assets. Moreover, unlike the case of ordinary loans, the 
valuation of assets is made on the assumption that the assets ate 
being actually employed and yielding profits. While the con- 
sideration given to profits vaties with the kind of enterprise and 
citcumstances; nonetheless in every case profit is taken into due 
ok account in making the valuation of the assets. Consequently, 
a considerable degree of overvaluation is made as compared with 
an ordinary case of valuation. Simultaneously with the exten- 
sion of loans; the relative assets are entrusted to the People’s 
Rehabilitation Bank for administration or disposal. In the case 
: of those assets which have Prospects of being utilized for other 
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What has been said so far refers to regeneration loans or 
so called loans up to the limit of assets taken over. Apart from 
such loans, there is another form of loans known as joint-aid 
gtants. Not being a natural business of the People’s Rehabilita- 
tion Bank, such loans are made, with the special permission of 
the competent State Minister, to those who continue the same 
line of business so as to enable them to pay joint-aid money to 
those who have changed or abolished their business in this line. 
It follows that the principal of the loan must be repaid by the 
debtor, although no interest on it is charged, as it is borne by the 
Government. Repayment of the principal; however, may be 
made in annual instalments. Inasmuch as the joint-aid money is 
given to those who have changed or abolished their business 
by those who remain in the business concerned, the loan ob- 
tained from the People’s Rehabilitation Bank for this purpose 
should properly be repaid by these remnant business operators. 
Notwithstanding that the question that arises is whether 
these remnant operators will be able to realize the estimated 
profits as the result of the readjustment effected in their line of 
business. Looked in this light, the measure, though an un- 
avoidable temporary expediency, deserves reconsideration. It 
is because of this reason that the Government changed its policy 
on this point when the Enterprise Readjustment Law was en- 
acted at the last session of the Diet. 

Since the establishment of the People’s Rehabilitation Bank, 
loans totalling over 367,000,000 have been extended by it up 
to June 15,1943. Of this total, 185,000,000 represent regenera- 
tion loans up to the full value of the assets taken over by the 
bank, while 157,000,000 teptesent joint-aid money loans and 
¥14,000,000 other forms of loans. ‘These loans wete availed of 
by 216,400 persons. ‘The average loan per person amounted 
apptoximately to 800 in the case of regeneration loans and 
Y¥'700 in the case of joint-aid money loans. Classifying the loans 
according to the lines of business, it is seen that loans in the field 
of commercial enterprises were made to grain dealers; taxi and 
bus operators, gasolene dealers, ¢abi (footwear) wholesalers, 
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fertilizer dealers, cotton yarn wholesalers, textile retail ee 
foreign dry-goods retailers, agricultural oc dealers, 
bicycle tetailets, fibre goods retailers, lumber dealers, soeeal 
dealers, candy retailers, and coal dealers. In the manufacturing 
field, loans wete made to leather, candy, glass, straw-braid, 
antimony, briquette, rubber, light metal, pottery, lumber, soap, 
flannel, tespun yatn and enamelwate manufacturers -« Lhe 
total for both commercial and manufacturing enterprises was 
overt 110 kinds of business. 

The bank for the present has a capital of 50,000,000 and 
is authorized to issue debentures, as mentioned already, up to 
fifteen times its capital, or to the extent of 750,000,000. It 
possesses a total current capital of ¥800,000,000. Because the 
funds raised through the issue of debentures must be obtained 
by means of the absorption of the people’s funds, it is no easy 
task to raise such funds. On top of this, constant attention must 

Seva be paid to the destination of the funds loaned by the bank. 
Fortunately, statistics for the twelve months of 1942 indicate 
that the greater part of the funds loaned went into savings 
aggregating some 130,000,000, or fifty-two per cent. of the 
" total loans extended by the bank. 
es From the concise survey made herein, one will be able to 
appreciate how the teadjustment of entetptises; especially the 
teadjustment of medium and small-scale entetprises, have been 
cattied out since the outbreak of the China affair. Summarizing 
them in order, it is noticed that in the first yeat of the affair a 
pattial control of vital commodities was effected through the 
: omulgation of the commodity mobilization plan. Inthe years 
and 1940, when the so-called peace industries found it 
operate their business due to reduced supply of 
€ tried to transfer their initiative to war industries. 
of this Period, the national employment offices, 
rt auung camps and theP eople’s Rehabilitation 
the period from 1941 to the early 
not only to peace-time 
in view of the li 
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READJUSTMENT OF ENTERPRISES 


supply of materials; and readjustments were effected in each 
industry, whereby those enterprises which had low operating 
efficiency were rapidly revamped. ‘Then in the early part of this 
year attention was directed toward expanding the wartime labour 
power of the nation, for which purpose medium and small 
industries, particularly retail enterprises were readjusted as 
thoroughly as possible. About this time, too, both the Enterprise 
Permit Ordinance and the Enterprise Readjustment Ordinance 
were promulgated. Even then mote drastic steps became neces- 
sary with the growing gravity of the situation, which called for 
the readjustment of enterprises for the sole purpose of bolstering 
the nation’s fighting potentiality, and as a result, a further re- 
adjustment of enterprises has lately taken place to augment 
the production capacity of the total war industrial set-up of the 
country. 
The readjustment of enterprises which is now being catried 
out, in order to mobilize the total fighting power of the nation, 
is based on a strict policy of abolishing non-essential industries, 
so that their equipment, labour and materials thus released 
could be efficiently used for war putposes. The Government 
has explained that the country’s enterprises will be divided into 
four major categories, namely, Class 1 manufacturing enter- 
prises, Class 11 manufacturing enterprises, Class 11 manufactur- 
ing enterprieses and Class iv distribution enterprises. As the 
enterprises under Class 1 are those which have no direct connec- 
tion with the so-called priority industries, it is generally hoped 
that their plants, equipment and labour would be used for war 
purposes. In this category ate included textile industry, a part 
of the chemical industry, a part of the secondary steel product 
manufacturing industry, rubber industry, flour milling industry, 
soft-drinks and other beaverge manufacturing industry, candy 
manufacturing industry, food canning industry, sugar refining 
manufactory and oil, condiment and grape-sugar manufacturing 
industries, Class 1 manufacturing enterprises, which are given 


Priority treatment, include airplane and armament concerns, __ 


shipbuilding, other war industries, machine-tool industry, liquefi- 
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ed fuel manufacturing and industries which produce basic 
materials required for these priority industries. Class ur 
i manufacturing enterprises comprise all undertakings not in- 
| cluded in the preceding two classes, while the distribution 
enterprises under Class rv consist of what are called purely com- 
: metcial enterprises. All the classified manufacturing enterprises 
: ate further subdivided into four categories, namely, those to 
iH be operated, those to be retained as reserve, those to be converted 
\ for other putposes and those to be abolished. 
& - With a view to maintaining the production ceiling deemed 
i necessaty for wat prosecution and the ensurance of the people’s 
i livelihood, a certain number of enterprises, it is understood, 
| will be operated on a concentrated basis, Some will be preserved 
te as tesetve in order to cope with such contingencies as disasters 
and change in the demand and supply relationship, or for transfer 
to the continent and the southern region. Others which are 
| considered fit for the production of war materials will be ap- 
Re Ptopriated accordingly, and those which could be dispensed 
with would be done so. In this way, a thorough industrial 
readjustment would be effected to prosecute the war until final 
victory is attained. Meanwhile, it is said that the readjustment 
_ Of the distribution enterprises will be cattied out mostly accord- 
ing to the method followed heretofore. The readjustment of 
such retail business as coal, bean-paste, soy sauce and others 
___ totalling twenty-one in all were generally completed by March of 
this yeat in conformity with the Cabinet’s decision reached in 
April, 1942. In this connection, the tate of calculating profit 
fo the Valuation of assets to be taken over by the People’s 
bilitation Bank was fixed by the central valuation committee 


the basis of advance surveys made for the putpose of setting 


ta I business owners, especially when the 
ed in tunning a retail business is much 
“ing enterptises, a certain profit rate 
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was derived on the basis of actual sales record. It seems ap- 
ptopriate also to adopt this valuation method in the adjustment 
to be carried out under the new law. 

The Government calculates the amount of funds to be 
tequired in effecting the necessary revisions under the new law 
at about *¥'5,000,000,000, of which about *°3,800,000,000 will be 
needed for taking over the assets of those who abolish ot change 
their business. Of the latter amount, about *£1,750,000,000 
will be handled by the People’s Rehabilitation Bank, about 
¥1,050,000,000 by the Industrial Equipment Corporation and 
about *¥1,000,000,000 by the persons affected. The joint-aid 
money to be borne by those who continue in the same lines of 
enterprises will amount to some *%657,000,000; whereas the 
amount of retirement allowances and other disbursements by 
the persons affected will come up to about *7400,000,000, besides 
the Government disbursements estimated at about 167,000,000. 
The estimate for the Government disbursements comprise the 
following items: (1) *¥91,000,000 as subsidy for joint-aid 
money for the protection of the livelihood of those who have 
changed ort abolished their business. (2) 54,000,000 as 
subsidy for the protection of the livelihood of employees and 
for their unemployment allowances. (3) 3£16,000,000 for the 
administration of the industrial equipment to be presetved. 
(4) *¥6,000,000 as subsidy to the Industrial Patriotic Service 
Association and the Commercial Patriotic Service Association. 

The joint-aid subsidy for the protection of the livelihood of 
those who have changed or abolished their business is entirely 
separate from the joint-aid money loan granted by the People’s 
Rehabilitation Bank. This aid is given by the Government for 
stabilizing the livelihood of those who have changed or abandon- 
ed their vocations and per head it amounts to ¥300. At the 
same time, the joint-aid money given by the remnant operators 
of the same line of business also amounts to 300 per petson, 
making the grand total of ¥600 per head. In the future, the 
Government may subsidize the entire ¥Goo in certain cases. 
On the other hand, in regard to the joint-aid money to be loaned 
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by the People’s Rehabilitation Bank; the Government has chang- 
ed its previous policy and has exempted the remnant operators 
of the same line of business from paying out joint-aid money 
over the limit which they ate able to bear with certainty. This 
would mean that the amount to be received by those who have 
changed or abolished their enterprises will be short of the com- 
pensation due to them on the basis of their past business records. 
It is presumed; therefore, that this situation will be alleviated by 
the profit rate to be taken into account in the valuation of assets. 

For the purpose of minimizing as much as possible the 
great movement of funds which would result from the readjust- 
ment of enterprises under the new law, the Government has 


enacted the Enterprise Readjustment Funds Disposition Law 


providing for special methods of settling accounts by means of 
special loans from the Government, special deposits, special 
cash trusts and special loans from the Wartime Finance Bank. 
Moreover, the Government is contemplating to assist those 
companies which have lost their enterprises as the result of the 
teadjustment by reducing the tax assessments on them. Under 
all these well thought-out plans and methods the teadjust- 
‘Ment~of enterprises in this country has reached its present 


_ level of prefection, and there is every reason to believe that the 


_ dustties would continue to mount smoothly as fresh contingencies 


oduction and operational efficiency of Japan’s wartime in- 


peat calling for mote vigorous prosecution of hostilities. 


THEIR LATEST WASHINGTON 
CONFERENCE 


By SEISHIRO OGAWA | 


ieee on the heels of the conclusion of the Tunisia campaign, 

an Anglo-American conference was convened at Washing- 
ton on May u, with British Prime Minister Churchill and Pre- 
sident Roosevelt of the United States participating as principal 
conferees. This was the fifth conference to be held amongthem 
since the start of the European war. It attracted widespread 
notice, because the general public was given to understand that 
at this meeting an elaborate plan for launching offensives 
against the Axis Powers would be formulated. It was gathered 
from newspaper comments and dispatches that the question of 
Opening a second front in Europe, as well as the need of 


intensifying operations against Japan were fully thrashed out by 
both parties concerned. 


CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 


Arthur, commander-in-chief of the Allied forces in the 
Bouihwvestart Pacific, and Brigadier-General Claite Chennault, 
commander-in-chief of the American airforces in unoccupied 


China, also attended the conference. 
It is stated that Prime Minister Churchill carried a personal 


letter from King George vi to President Roosevelt. About 
this time, too, Lord Beaverbrook, formerly Wat Production 
Minister of Britain, visited Washington. It transpires that he 
assisted the British Prime Minister in his endeavour to improve 
Anglo-American relations with the Soviet Union. The con- 
ference got under way in the evening of May 11 and lasted until 
May 26. Thtoughout these two weeks breezy discussions con- 
tinued from day to day. Along with the conversations between 
President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill, separate joint 
talks wete conducted by Anglo-American military leaders. In 
addition, views were exchanged with Canadian Premier Macken- 
zie King, Austtalian External Affairs Minister Herbert Evatt, 
Chungking representative T. V. Soong and President Edward 
Benes of the émigré Czechoslovakian régime in London. 

On May 20 a meeting of the Pacific Military Council was 
specially held, and its results were said to have been transmitted 
to the Washington conference to facilitate joint discussions 
among British and American military leaders. Prior to this, 
Prime Minister Churchill on May 19 addressed the American 
Congress. Then on May 20 President Roosevelt and Prime 
Minister Churchill granted a joint interview to the ptess. Finally 

_ on May 27, with the termination of the conference, a cryptic 

communiqué was issued by the White House saying that, as a result 

of the Washington conference, a complete agreement of views 

_ had been reached between the United States and Britain on the 

egic operations on all fronts. 

gh it is not possible to guess accurately the topics 
sed at the Washington conference, it would not 

(0 conjecture that at least the following six 

ed in the agenda: (1) Revision of the Casa- 
cerning operations in Europe and East Asia 
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on the basis of advantages gained by the termination of the 
Tunisia campaign and acceleration of defence preparations in 
the southwestern Pacific. (2) Opening of an offensive in Europe 
and the selection of a supreme commander-in-chief and other 
commanders for that purpose. (3) Launching of counter- 
attacks against Japan in the Pacific. (4) Preparing the ground 
for holding a tripartite conference among Britain, the United 
States and the Soviet Union to improve relations with the 
Kremlin. (5) Demarcation of spheres of influence of the United 
States and Britain in Africa and consolidation of the French 
régime in North Africa. (6) Initiation of fresh measures to 
undermine the Axis solidarity and recasting of manceuvtes di- 
tected toward attaining the support of neutral countries. 

At the Casablanca parley, President Roosevelt and Prime 
Minister Churchill worked out a European front first formula ; 
but the termination of the North African campaign gave tise to 
a demand in the United States for an offensive against Japan in the 
Pacific. Concurrently, Chungking and Australia urged London 
and Washington to pay incteased attention to the Pacific front, 
Under these circumstances, the Washington conference agreed 
on a tevision of the Casablanca formula. The question is to 
what extent the said revision was carried out. It appears that 
Britain is still adhering to the policy of European front first, and 
yet it is keeping aloof from the Soviet Union’s demand of te- 
opening effective hostilities on the western front. ‘ 

Since Prime Minister Churchill in his address to the 
American Congress hinted the cattying out of operations both 
in the Pacific and in Europe, it may be ptesumed that he and 
President Roosevelt have drafted a compromise plan to conduct 
two-front offensives. Nonetheless, it is palpable that Britain is 
laying emphasis on the European front and hopes to make the 
United States beat the tesponsibility of counter-attacking Japan 
in the Pacific. In view of this difference, it can be said that the 
latest Anglo-American conference failed to bring about a perfect 
London-Washington understanding concerning the manner in 
which offensives against Japan would be tesumed in the Pacific 
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and against Germany and Reich-controlled areas in Europe. The 
occupation of Pantelleria and Lampedusa, the recent initiation 
of hostilities in Sicily and the outburst of fresh Ametican 
activities in the Solomons do not in any way suggest the 
resumption of powerful offensives on the patt of Britain and 

the United States. 
It is evident that the question of improving relations with 
P the Soviet Union is bristled with many complications and dif- 
" ficulties. In the midst of the Washington conference, President 
Roosevelt sent Joseph Davies, former American Ambassador 
to Soviet Russia, to Moscow with a personal letter from him 
addressed to Premier Stalin. The contents of the letter are not 
& known. Even then it can be surmised that the reply brought 
' back by Joseph Davies must have registered important effects 
on the decisions reached at the Washington conference. On 
ie May 11, the day on which Prime Minister Churchill arrived at 
| Washington, President Roosevelt in a press interview confirmed 
ig the conclusion of a cereal supply agreement among the United 
States, the Soviet Union and Britain, and also mentioned about 


ingtad sector the following day, he artived at Moscow on 
9 and was received by Premier Stalin on May 25, when he 
1 him the letter of President Roosevelt. On May 26 
cussions with Premier Stalin, during the 
gave the former his reply to the letter 
a tecelving the reply, the special 
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American envoy immediately left Moscow for Washington. It 
is meaningful that, in presenting President Roosevelt’s letter to 
Premier Stalin, Joseph Davies proposed a meeting between the 
Soviet Premier and the American President. Premier Stalin’s 
answer to the proposal is yet unknown. In spite of that, it can 
be imagined that he is not wholly satisfied with the conciliatory 
gesture shown by President Roosevelt. In this connection, 
interest should also be attached to the declaration made by 
Prime Minister Churchill to the American Congressmen on 
May 26 that he was willing to travel to any distant place to 
meet Premier Stalin. Speculations are now rife that a meeting 
between Premier Stalin, President Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
Churchill will be held in the near future. Whether such a 

meeting will materialize or not is a separate question. For the 

present, the fact remains that the Anglo-American nations have 

not yet reconciled the Soviet Union as desited by them. Hence, 

the Washington conference could not have chalked out a definite 

plan to appease the Kremlin in the light of its ecommic and 

military demands. ; 

No sooner the Washington conference was brought to a 
close than Prime Minister Churchill departed for North Africa 
accompanied by General George Marshall, chief of staff of the 
United States Army. The latter must have accompanied the 
former at the suggestion of President Roosevelt. Arriving in 
Tunisia on May 27, Prime Minister Churchill enteted into con- 
vetsation with General Henri Giraud. It may be mentioned 
that at the Casablanca conference the question of effecting com- 
Ptomise between General Charles de Gaulle and General Henti 
Giraud was touched upon with a view to organizing a unified 
French régime in North Africa. Inasmuch as no de Gaulle- 
Giraud teamwork was tealized, it is certain that the Washington 
conference discussed further the same point, but it is problematic 
whether an Anglo-American agreement was teached to settle the 
North African political muddle. It is undeniable that while 
Britain is supporting General de Gaulle, the United States is 


_ backing General Giraud. Consequently, the recent formation 
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of the French Committee of Liberation with General Giraud as 
primemover is not being telished by General de Gaulle. Aside 
from de Gaulle-Gitaud differences, an Anglo-American rivalry 
to mark off their respective spheres of influence in North Africa 
is visible. 

On the whole, it is apparent that the Washington con- 
ference was mooted primarily to devise a suitable plan to carry 
hostilities to the mainland of Europe and stage countet-attacks 
against Japan in the Pacific. The Anglo-American command, 
which, after occupying Pantelleria and Lampedusa, has advanced 
into Sicily and is daily conducting heavy air raids on Italy, 
Germany and German-occupied ateas, is aiming, firstly, to 
disorganize the Rome-Betlin defence set-up, and secondly, 
lower the morale of the populace. Both Germany and Italy are 
teplying to Anglo-American aerial assaults and operations in 
Sicily with equal intensity. They are quite confident in their 

ability to repulse any direct invasion attempt of the mainland of 
Eutope. It seems impossible that there could be a breakdown 
in the morale of the peoples of the two nations. Recognizing 
the sound defence preparedness of Rome and Betlin, the leaders 
of Washington and London are exptessing the opinion that it 
would be extremely difficult to launch positive offensives in 

_ Entope. Notwithstanding that the Anglo-Ametican command is 
bent upon risking an attempt to appease the sentiment of public 
opinion. — On the Pacific front, it has already been announced by 
: President Roosevelt that an island-to-island Operation against 
Japan would be continued—a policy which may be at the back 
of the present Campaign in the Solomons; wheteas Prime 
i tet Churchill has alluded to the resumption of hostilities 
Sometime after the monsoon season. Irrespective of 
\metican military intentions, the trend of official 
S| pts one to think that the offensive formula 
Shington conference is more of a tentative 

aracter. ee 

america ate manipulating hard to change 
nations in th it favour, and as such, it is 


THE LATEST WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 


reasonable to assume that at the Washington conference they 
must have dwelt on the policies of non-belligerents with the 
object of finding out how they could be made to serve their 
interests. Spain and Turkey are receiving theit considered 
attention. It is unfortunate for Anglo-American diplomacy 
that these two countties ate firmly resolved to maintain their 
neutrality. Although Spain and Turkey are willing to better 
theit economic status by contracting beneficial economic agree- 
ments with Britain and the United States, they are not all 
anxious to be embroiled in the European war. Spain, in spite of 
its neutrality, is a partner of the Rome-Berlin Axis, while Turkey 
is maintaining friendly relations with Germany and Italy. 

The cross-section made herein of each of the six afore-stated 
points distinctly unfolds that the net result that emerged from 
the Washington conference was a tevision of the Casablanca 
formula in order to intensify operations simultaneously both on 
the European and the Pacific fronts. Prime Minister Churchill 
accepted the revised two-front formula for the purpose of con- 
ciliating Chungking and Australia and giving in to the American 
public opinion, which urged for increased attention to the Pacific 
wat. But since adverse circumstances arising out of the defence 
solidity of the Axis Powers are hampering the practical execution 
of the formula, it would not be illogical to believe that the entire 
Washington conference was stage-managed chiefly to give pro- 
minence to the Anglo-American theoretical intention of organiz- 
ing a two-front wat. Their aerial operations in Europe and 
engagements in the southwestern Pacific cannot be classed as 
preludes to the opening of a two-front offensive. However, 
the significance of the thrust at Sicily cannot be belittled. 

Besides the military angle manifested in the conference, it 
served to point out once again the Anglo-American ambition of 
world domination. Evidence in this regard are that, though 
the Soviet question was thoroughly examined, no basic measures — 
were formulated to concede to the demands of Premier Stalin, 
that plans were laid to assist the activities of saboteurs in Europe, 
that decision was reached to undermine the neutral stand of non- 
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belligerent countries, and that the Anglo-American will was 
revealed as the paramount power in deciding the fate of the 
United Nations and that of the world. Tn this sense, the latest 
Washington conference may be recorded in the annals of the 
current global wat as a development that has most concretely 
exposed the design of world conquest of Britain and the United 
States. The Axis objective of organizing a new world order 
in no way clashes with the promotion of the legitimate interests 
of London and Washington. It only seeks to develop those 
conditions which ate essential for stablizing lasting international 
peace by making the Anglo-American nations surrender their 
undesirable pluto-“ democratic” ambition of world control. 
In the past, no less than four conferences took place between 
; Ametica and Britain, the one held on the Atlantic in August, 1941, 
) being the first. On that occasion the Atlantic Charter was framed, 
and through it President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill 
laid the foundation of a London-Washington scheme of world 
ES conquest. Soon after the start ofthe Pacific war, Prime Minister 
. : Churchill proceeded to Washington to hold discussions with 
President Roosevelt. Again in June, 1942, a conference between 
_the two Chief Executives was atranged at Washington, with the 
result that a treaty of alliance among Britain, the United States 
and the Soviet Union was concluded. In January, 1942, the 
_ Casablanca parley was held to formulate the European front first 
policy. During the latest Washington conference the Casablanca 
formula was amended in favour of a two-front formula. Now 
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Y t the wat machines of Britain and America have mutually 
asented to prosecute hostilities in Europe and in the Pacific at 
on and the same time, it would be interesting to watch how they 


€ going to devise ways and means to Sttike against the total 
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YEDASHIMA—JAPAN’S NAVAL 
CRADLE : 


By ZERYU NAKAJO 


OT very far from the naval station of Kuré; teclining 
N on the Inland Sea of Séto, stands the island of Yeda- 
shima—the cradle of the Japanese Navy; from which place have 
come out spontaneously many distinguished naval heroes of 
the nation since the days of the Russo-Japanese War. It is 
here that the Naval College is located. By analogy, it can be 
called the “Dartmoor of Japan.” Far away from the din and 
bustle of modern life, the naval cadets at Yedashima undergo 
_tigorous ttaining daily to shoulder the tesponsibility of the — 
| oceanic defence of the nation. ‘Their efficiency, skill and courage 
| ate the quintessential and nuclear source of the might of Japan’s 
naval armada. The officers of the crew of the special submarine 
attack flotilla, who raided Pearl Harbour on the Ast day of 
the outbreak of the Pacific war and died gallantly after achieving 
their objective, were the products of the Yedashima Naval 
College. Their spirit epitomizes the spirit of Japan’s naval 
forces. Mee a upthes, Sie 
In remote times, Yedashima and the heighbouring isles 
wete collectively called Ama-no-Go or Ama-no-Sho. It is 
gathered from the Itsukushima Documents that some Joo yeats 
ago the present site of the Naval College for the first time came 
| to be known as Yedashima. ‘The extant ancient ideographs 
suggest that in old times this island was either called “ manor- 
_ island with a bay” or “island full of bays.” It is clear from 
historical evidence that Yedashima once served as the manor of 
the Hachi-joh-in House and later became an estate of the Imperial 
- family. Toward the Shoh-hei’ era (1346-1369), Michishighé 
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Chuzo Hisayéda, a kinsman of the Kohno family of Iyo, occupied 
it and became its lord. And in the Ténsho eta (1573-1591), 
when Térumoto Mohri came to hold a fief yielding 1,120,000 
Roku of tice in Chugoku district, this island came under his 
control. From that time forth and until the Meiji Restoration, 
it changed hands among various feudal lords, but there is no 
tecotd to show that the island ever played an important part 
throughout the feudal period. 

In May, 1882, when the second naval station was built at 
Kuré, which is separated by a narrow strip of water from Yeda- 
shima, that the island was included in the same naval port area. 
The Naval College, which had existed at Tsukiji, Tokyo, until 
then, was planned to be removed to 'Yedashima. From that 
time the name of this island began to attract outside attention. 
Now Yedashima; which once was an insignificant place in the 
sequestered part of Japan, has become well known to the world 
as the cradle of Japanese naval officers. The Naval College 
was subsequently removed hete for the putpose of keeping 
“both students and instructors isolated from the hubbub of 
modern life and facilitating the sharpening of their fighting 
spirit.” It was in June, 1886, that a sutvey was begun and the 
construction of the new structure was completed in May, 1886. 
Then the Naval College was removed from Tokyo on the first 

day of August of the same year. 

The educational spirit of the Naval College is distinct and 
evident : that is to say, it typifies loyalty to the Emperor and 
offering of selfless service to the Throne. ‘The education given 
aims at exalting the “Imperial Way” and ptomoting courage, 
discipline and indomitable fighting stamina. In other wotds, 
It is directed toward insuring the spititual, moral and material 
uplift of the students. From the material viewpoint, discipline 
forms the basis of education, while training is conducted relent- 
lessly and in an idealistic manner. As soon’as a student enters 

the college, he is called “such and such a yeat student.” The 
‘order of the year is counted from the year when. the institution 
was founded. The new students ate taught and disciplined by 
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A view of the Eastern Hall of Students’ House—Photo by Fujio Matsughi 


sqinsjayy out 4 opogg—ouiy [vou v WOOs-ZuTUIp 94) UT SUDIs y 


Boys practising judoh—Photo by the author 
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Contésting at bob-taoshi ( pole-felling)—Photo by Fiyio Matsughi 


Developing physical strength through simoh (wrestling)}—P/oto by Fujio Matsughi 
Undergoing swimming training—P/o‘o by Fujio Matsughi 
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the chief and several other instructors amidst an excellent 
family atmosphere. Consequently, the students and the teaching 
staff form an indivisible unit, and this union is, indeed; the 
fountain of strength, pride, hope and delight of the college. The 
students ate periodically disciplined for the first year on a grand 
scale. Even on ordinary occasions they ate properly disciplined 
according to citcumstances. 

At the outset of the training, the students are enrolled to 
various divisions. If the “year” can be taken as the lateral 
link, the division system can be called the longitudinal link. 
This, division system, as well as the “ year,” form important 
items of discipline. Each division includes students from the 
highest down to the lowest class and consists of an equal num- 
ber. With the exception of those receiving scientific education, 
almost all the students living in the Students’? House lead an 
identical mode of austere life. Divisions (bantai), severally 
collected, form sections (bz), which also constitute the students’ 
cotps (se7to-/ai). Thus all the students lead the autonomous 
life of the Students’ House, which sparkles with an harmonious 
and systematic tradition. In each of the divisions there are a 
foreman and an assistant-foreman, who ate chosen from among 
the elder students of the highest class. They take charge of 
the members of the division and in turn ate supervised by 
an officer superintendent. Likewise, each section has its own 
superintendent ; and the students’ cotps has a corps supet- 
intendent, too. The principal of the Naval College is the chief 
superintendent, who supervises all the minor superintendents, the 
staff members and the cadels. The discipline of the divisions 
and sections is mainly conducted by officers who are gtaduates 
of the college. Herein one can petceive the unique features of 
the naval education. This tational system brings about upright 
and efficient results in discipline and in scientific training. 

During the first one month or so the new students are 
scatcely given any scientific education. They ate only given 
pteparatory lessons and exercises so as to initiate them into the 
Spirit of the true military man and also accustom them to the 
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Getting used to hard rowing—Photo by Fujio Matsughi 
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college regulations and discipline. In this way, they ate om 
to teceive actual discipline and scientific education. The value 
a of the background education lies in the fact that the novices are 


3 


- iously elevated to remain true to the ancestral divinity 
Pee acon a nurture bushido (way of the warrior) with 
unflinching equanimity. In this connection, It Is noteworthy 
that in a nook of the college ground there is an old wooded hill 
called Happoh-yen, whete is situated the Happoh-yen Shrine de- 
dicated to the spirit of the Sun Goddess. Both instructors and 
students offer prayer at this shrine every morning and evening, 
and pledge themselves to render service to their country, dis- 
regarding the question of life or death whenever the necessity 
atises. And in a corner of this sacted place there is a direction 
boatd showing the directions of all the provinces in the country, 
so that each student can leatn in which direction his home 
place is. At dawn every day after bowing respectfully before 
the shrine and toward the Imperial Palace in Tokyo, the students 
bow toward their respective homes and salute their fathers and 
the spirits of their forefathers. Such a reverence for the Em- 
petor, nation, family and ancestors constantly fortifies the spirit 
of the freshmen to remember that their lives are consecrated to 
the cause of the nation. 
Strictly speaking, training is divided into drill and fatigue- 
duty ; but combined with physical training, they are generally 
____ Called naval exercises. The object of drill and fatigue-duty is 
to make the students dexterous at Operations of various kinds 
so as to answer the need of land combat, boating, etc., while 
_ physical training is divided into military arts, gymnastics and 
physical arts. These ate performed for the purpose of con- 
_ Serving indefatigable energy and building up strong constitu- 
_ tions with a view to making the students capable of discharging 


e considered military arts ; whereas ball- 
aanship, mountain-climbing, marching, 
atts. The entire course of training 
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is incessantly gone through by the students all the year round. 
However, midwinter training, which is called “ kangheiko,” and 
the “military arts week ” training in spring and autumn are 
most assiduously performed. Utmost stress is laid on imparting 
moral education and instilling moral discipline. And the life of 
the students is quite unified and regularized in clothing, food and 
habitation. All particulars concerning these matters are enume- 
tated in Kaigun Heigakko Seito Fukumu Kohyo (Compendium of 
the Students’ Service in the Naval College). 

There is on the college ground a large white building, which 
is called the ‘‘ Educational Reference Museum.” If one goes 
up the front marble steps, he reaches the Admiral Togo Hall. 
Inside the central door of the hall is preserved the hair of Ad- 
mital Togo, the illustrious hero of the Russo-Japanese naval 
battle in the Japan Sea. In the special room thete ate inscribed 
names of those graduates who fell in the course of that historic 
battle, and many articles left by them are kept as relics. ‘This is 
how the spirits of the loyal and brave predecessors ate enshrined 
in the college to symbolize the modern naval heritage of the 
nation. For the purpose of offering amenities of life, there is a 
Students’ Club, where all the freshmen assemble to enjoy spells 
of cartefreeness and jolity. Also, there are some fifty private 
dwelling-houses in the island. It is attanged that on holidays 
most of these houses ate open to the college students, who ate 
far away from their homes and long kept separated from their 
families. On these occasions, the islandets living in the houses 
teceive them warmly. 

The object of scientific education consists in training the 
mental aptitude of the students, and enabling them to acquire 
the knowledge necessary for performing their duties in the most 
efficient manner possible. As military curticulum, the follow- 
ing items ate taught : leadership, gunnery, seamanship, naviga- 
tion, torpedoing, communication, aviation, machinery, and 
naval systems. As courses of otdinaty learning, ethics, philo- 
sophy, history, classical Japanese and Chinese, mathematics, 
physics, chemistry, foreign languages, etc., ate taught to them. 
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In shott, the essential of the education given in the college con- 
sists in the wish that the young cadets, who have been reared 
in various surroundings in different parts of the country, may 
be cast into posts or pillars of national defence, after being 
ptocessed in a huge furnace called the “ Naval College. In 
three years or mote young men, who are moulded in this huge 
furnace, ate sent out as excellent officers fully inspited with the 
true military spirit of the nation. The important elements 
forming this furnace are, of course, its structure, systems, 
tradition, atmosphere and the family feeling which prevails 
among the students and the instructors. The following chart 
gives an idea of the naval training : 


- (1) Items of the students’ discipline 
Curriculum Item 
Spiritual education : 
Recitation of Imperial 
instructions 
Lectures on morals 


Recitation of Imperial instructions and 
rescript; lectures on them. 

Addresses of instructions; admoni- 
tion; lectures. 


Training : 
Drill Ship-gunnery, land-battle, signalling, 
boating. 
Fatigue-duty Midsummer exercise, midwinter exer- 


cise, military arts week, boating week, 
boat-cruising, camping, outdoor ex- 
etcises, all-ship sailing, travelling dis- 
cipline, hare-hunting, pole-felling, 
mass-boat rowing, etc. 


Corps duties, martial songs, giving 
words of command, ceremonies, 
etiquettes, etc. 


_ Division inspection, Students’ House 
inspection, clothing inspection, arms 
inspection, boat inspection, ordinary 
inspection. 


_ Swordsmanship' and judo, bayonet 
exercises, swimming. 
Various kinds of ball-playing, wrest- 


ling, . horsemanship, mountain- 
climbing, excursions, etc. 
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(2) Items of scientific education 


Curriculum Item 
Military science : Seamanship, navigation, gunnery, tor- 
pedoing, communication, aviation, 
machinery, operation, epitome of 
tactics, naval systems. 


Mathematics, physics and chemistry, 
mental science, history, geography, 
Japanese and _ classical Chinese, 
foreign languages. 


Ordinary science and 
learning : 


> 


Among the diverse quarters of the cadets, the Students 
House, where all the students, as an organic body train themselves 
and study hard, is a special characteristic of the college. In 
passing through the front gate, one sees rows of old cherry trees 
on either side of the passage. If one proceeds further along the 
avenue, he immediately detects a small hill on the right-hand 
side. On this hill stands the aforesaid Happoh-yen Shrine 
which is deemed to be the guardian shrine of the college. 
After passing a large lecture-hall located just below the 
shrine, one finds a splendid red-brick building, half revealed, 
half hidden, in a deep-green pine forest. This is no other 
than the eastern hall of the Students’ House, which has a 
history of more than fifty years behind it. The architectural 
structure of the Students’ House is vety complicated. It 
is a kind of hostel or dormitory and yet it has some remarkable 
specialities, which are entirely different from an ordinary hostel 
ot dormitory. It is not merely intended as a place for sleeping, 
dining and studying ; it exists as a great exercise-hall, where the 
students offer their obeisance to the Imperial instructions and 
cultivate the Navy spirit. The ground floor of each of the halls 
contains study-tooms, while the second and third storeys are 


used as sleeping-tooms. And under the guidance of the super- 


intendent on duty the students lead an autonomous and sprightly 
life every day. The students of the highest class (who ate called 
No. 1, while those of the lower classes ate customatily named 
No. 2 and No. 3 respectively) have a very heavy responsibility, 
for they ate looked upon as models for the lower class students. 
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Therefore, they must always be careful in their speech and be- 
haviour and guide their junior brothers in respecting the tradi- 


tion of the institution and in manifesting the spirit of the Navy. 

The routine of the day’s work opens with the sounding of 
the reveille at dawn. Within fifteen minutes after leaving their 
beds, the students stand on the patade-ground in regular lines. 
Then they practise naval gymnastics for a quatter of an hour, ex- 
posing the upper half of the body in the fresh and clear ait of the 
eatly morning. The gymnastics over, all of them, with the excep- 
tion of those who take their turn for sweeping, by twos and threes 
visit the Happoh-yen Shrine to offer their thanks for the immensity 
of the Imperial grace; bow toward the Imperial Palace in Tokyo 
and their respective homes and salute their parents. After that 
at the signal for breakfast all the students assemble in the large 
dining-hall. First of all, they silently recite the five articles of 
the Imperial instructions. Then they take breakfast, which con- 
sists of specially prepared bread and miso (bean-paste) soup. At 
five minutes to eight all the cadets turn up before the Students’ 
House, each division in regular line. And each of these divisions 
is inspected by its superintendent. . At eight o’clock, when the 
trumpet sounds the march, they stately turn their steps toward 
the class-tooms. Except on the hottest summer days, the school 
hours are from eight a.m. until two pt. The lessons to be given 
ate the aforesaid items of military science and otdinary learning, 
which ate indispensable to the training of a naval officer. For 


_ an hour from half past two o’clock various kinds of drills are 


soos hamnntnenaanee 
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(3) Think, during a training contest that you ate actually fighting 
for your life or death and never relax attention, 


(4) Always keep yourself full of vigour and show your spirit to 
strike terror into the enemy’s heart. 


(5) Always take an attacking attitude and do not stand on the 
defensive. 


(6) Be quick in seizing opportunity and take the initiative always. 


(7) In case of attacking the enemy be brave and dauntless and 
never hesitate. 


(8) Foster an immovable mettle and an indefatigable spirit of 
petseverance and composure against the enemy’s attack. 


(9) Pay attention to your attitude and carriage and make efforts to 
be lofty-minded. 


(10) As for the dexterity of the military arts and the training of 
the mind, make whole-hearted exertions to attain perfection, while you 
are practising them. 


When the days’s drill is over, wrestling is begun. Next the 
students are allowed to spend their time at theit option in going 
over their lessons, or preparing tomorrow’s lessons, or reading 
books, ot playing outdoor games. Though the college has adopt- 
ed a unified system of education, it nevertheless tries to maintain 
an atmosphere of family affection to help develop one’s point of 
excellence fully. At forty-five minutes past five in the evening 
suppet begins. For some time before and after it, the cadets 
take a bath, wash their vests and pants, ot otherwise make them- 
selves neat and tidy. From half past six until nine the students. 
study in the study-room of each division. Amidst a very quiet 
atmosphere, the study is done in silence and witha ptoper posture. 
There is a recess of ten minutes. During this time most of them 
gO out to the parade-ground, where they ptactise to utter words 
of command. This ptactice is also made just before the naval 
gymnastics are begun at dawn. When the study comes to an 
end, each of the students closes his eyes, with his hands on his 
laps. With an upright posture in patticular, this is continued 
for five minutes. During this meditation, which tesembles 
something like the mode of contemplative self-analysis of Zen 
Buddhism, he asks himself the following five questions : 


(1) Have I deviated from sincerity ? 


(2) Has there been anything shameful in my speeches and conducts 
today ? ae 
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; (3) Have I been wanting in vigour ? 
(4) Have I made sufficient exertions ? 
(5) Have I been lazy ? 


After the meditation, the students still have thirty minutes 
at their disposal before going to bed. This half-hour is the freest 
time in the day for them. After changing their uniforms for 
white night-gowns, they talk with one another of their work of 
the day, with upper class students in the centte, with perfect 
satisfaction and hatmony. At half past nine, when taps ate 
gently sounded, all the students turn in for the night. It is 
quite evident from the nature of living how solemnly and strictly 
the life of the cadets is conducted in the Students’ House. The 
one thing that particularly deserves notice is the idea of “‘ five- 
minutes-before,” which is a phrase unique to the Japanese 
Navy. It is a customary thing in the Japanese Navy that every- 
thing must be done five minutes before the scheduled time, 
The significance is that every naval effective on his own initiative 
must cultivate speed in action. 

_ Among all the special functions held at the Yedashima Naval 
College, the most popular are pole-felling, mass boating, outdoor 
sports, watship exercises, aviation exercises, long-distance towing, 
mountain-climbing contests, swimming, camping, swimming 

ee competitions, long-distance swimming to Miyajima Island and 
on martial song singing. However, pole-felling is the most con- 


spicuous of all naval exercises. It is the most strenuous sport that 
is played among different sections. In the centre of the parade- 
_ ground both contending patties confront each other, attended 
vy all the instructors. One party is called the offensive squad and 
1¢ other defensive group. A wooden pole or post, about two 
igh, 1s set up and supported by the defensive group of 

men, who exhibit an attitude of tesisting any violent 
offensive antagonists. At a signal given, the 
sins to attack and strives to pull the post down. 
ing the post down within the stipulated 

‘But if not, it loses the contest. 


| 
. 
5 


YEDASHIMA—JAPANS’ NAVAL CRADLE 


once a week. In its brilliancy it can stand comparison with the 
pole-felling on land. All the young men muster in regular 
lines before the cutters on the seashore. As soon as the order 
is given, some jump into their cutters and quickly make prepara- 
tions’ to start out, while others lower theit cutters from the 
davits by means of ropes. All this is done vety quickly. In the 
twinkling of an eye all the young men get down into the boats 
by rope-laddets and begin to tow out. When they teach the 
appointed goal, they row back to the place whence they started. 

Like pole-felling, it is a very short time practice, but the amount 

of mental and physical power spent is extremely great. 

Concurrently, several kinds of outdoor exercises are per- 

formed to train the cadets in land fighting, and cruising exer- 
cises are done at least once a year. According to the grada- 
tion of the classes, the substance of cruising exetcises vaties, 
For instance, the pupils of the lowest class live in a watship at 
anchor in the port. There they study the structure, system and 
appointments in the ship and also look into the posts and offices 
assigned to the crew so as to acquite practical knowledge of 
their life in the ship. As for advanced students, they sail on 
board the ship far into the sea for the purpose of studying 
gunnery, navigation, torpedoing, etc. In case of these practical 
exercises a few instructors go on boatd, too; but the students 
ate chiefly led by the officers in chatge. Aviation exercises, 
on the other hand, are imposed upon advanced students only. 
They live with the Aviation Corps apart from the college, and 
their life is similar to that which they have in the ship. The 
aviation graduates of the Yedashima College possess the or- 
dinary capacity of the “ sea eagles ” of the Navy. 

The long distance rowing; which is regarded as one of the 
three great functions in the Naval College, takes place once a 
yeat. This is done in the form of a “ division” boat-race to Miya- 
jima Island, which is situated ten miles away from Yedashima, 
In the category of mountain-climbing is included the favourite 


double-quick tace, which starts from Momiji-dani Park of 


Miyajima and, passing along the twenty-one cho path of stone- 


883 


: neat CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 

; : steps, ends in the summit of Mt. Misén. This is performed 
a evety autumn, when the maple leaves begin to turn scarlet. 
a. About a month befote this race takes place, preliminary exercises 
5 


for it ate strenuously begun. This sport originated in the 
Yéboshi-daké climbing race, which was performed by the Com- 
bined Squardton just before the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese 
BS War. On that occasion the patty which won the champion- 
| ship flag bearing the words “first climber ” on it was the clim- 
bing patty led by Lieutenant-Commander Takéo Hitosé, who 
was then the chief torpedoman of the special service ship Asahi. 
During the hot season ranging from July to the end of 
hess _ August swimming exercises alone are imposed on all the students. 
; This is chiefly intended to foster the nature of alactity, prompt 
aid and marine habituation. For this purpose, they pass an 
eventful camping life in some blue pine forests on the Yeda- 
shima seaside apart from the college for several days previous 
to the summer vacation. At the end of August short-distance 
and medium-distance swimming traces are held. And just before 
or after these races a long-distance contest to Miyajima takes 
place. Besides swimming, various kinds of indoor exercises 
_ ate performed, and martial songs ate sung to make the cadets 
thoroughly inured to marine life. 
____ The graduation ceremony of the cadets at Yedashima has a 
_ characteristic colour of its own. It is held in the presence of 
an Imperial Prince, who is sent by His Majesty the Emperor as 
_ deputy. Amidst the fesounding echoes of a salute of guns 
discharged from several warships lying at anchor in the bay, the 
mpe tman-of-war enters the offing of Yedashima and comes 
chor there. Within a short time the Imperial launch sails 
ne ont pier. While the tegular musical band plays 
1em, His Highness the Prince takes his seat in 
temony. Then diplomas are awarded to the gra- 
: e conferred by the military attaché 
that the Prince leaves the 
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white gloves. All the staff members and graduates see off the 
Prince. Next comes a congratulatory dinner function. When 
it is completed the graduates go on board the training ship and 
take up the posts assigned to them. Owing to ptesent wartime 
conditions, however, the training ship system has been tem- 
porarily suspended. 

The picture depicted here of the student life at the Naval 
College at Yedashima eloquently discloses how the naval cadets 
of Japan are trained to become dauntless fighters. Because 
they continuously cultivate the spirit of selfless national service, 
irrespective of material limitations, they become imbued with a 
superb qualitative strength which makes them confident of suc- 
cess in measuring theit power with the might of the effectives of 
other countties. The brilliant victories the Japanese Navy has 
hitherto secured in the current wat are mostly due to the re- 
matkable potency of the traditional naval spitit, which is ingrain- 
ed in the mind of every matine—from bluejacket to the admiral. 
Yedashima, as the cradle of the Japanese Navy, has produced 
and is producing highly efficient naval officers who welcome 
battles to prove theit mettle, remaining true to the stainless 
heritage of the Navy. 


OBSERVATION OF SOLAR ECLIPSE 


f 


By TSUTOMU TANAKA 


N February 5, 1943, a total eclipse of the sun was obsetved 
; ’ for the third time in Japan since 1936. On that occasion, 
co due to a low solar altitude and the short duration of totality in 
view of the fact that the solar declination was in the south and 
also that the totality zone was in a higher latitude, the obser- 
vation, though attended with vatious difficulties, were conduct- 
ed in a thoroughly comprehensive manner. In Hokkaido, the 
eclipse was observed in the eatly morning of February 5, but 
the solar altitude was neatly as low as 10°. Furthermote, 
atmospheric inteference was so setious as to nullify any great 
expectation of an accurate obsetvation, and as such, it was 
thought that another suitable total solar eclipse will not be 
noticed until after ninety-two years. It is, therefore, obvious 
that from the astronomical viewpoint the scientists of Japan 
wete not blessed with favourable conditions. 
| _ So far not one of those scientists who watched the solar 
_ €clipse has made known the detailed tesults of his observation. 
It seems that at least a yeat would elapse before the scientists 
cetned could submit their catefully prepared reports. Hence, 
t would be judicious for the present to limit the attention to the 
‘eatches undertaken by the several Stoups of scientists who 
Patt in the observation of the eclipse. It is, indeed, a 
ongr tulation that mote than ten groups, represent- 
auterent artments of scientific activity, followed the 
. ne eclipse with deep precision. 
le weather was generally fait to fine in 
Sphere hovered over most of the 
sttial magnetism was quiet. The 
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observation squad, which the writer led, consisted of nine 
members specializing in physics and geophysics. ‘The squad set 
up its observation post at the top of a hill, 500 metres above the 
sea level, in order to minimize the effects of the ptevailing dense 
atmosphere. The hill was some four kilometres away from the 
Yubétsu coal-mine. The observation post stood almost on the 
central line of the totality zone. The duration of totality was 
114 seconds. The path from Yubétsu to the observation post 
was coveted with snow, with the consequence that sledges and 
skis had to be used to transport the tequited apparatus. The 
view surrounding the observation post was magnificent. The 
Panorama can be well explained by quoting the following poem: 


Hino téru no 

Kumortra oka mo miyurunari 
Kasumtru sato wa 

Yuki no fururashi. 

The sun shines o’er the field, 
Beclouded are the hills ; 
Snow seems falling 

On that hazy village. 


At the beginning of the eclipse there were a few banks of 
clouds near the sun; with the apptoach of totality, however, 
all clouds disappeared. ‘The corona was of a model minimum 
type, with its flare blazing long towatd the equator. On its 
eastern side, there was a streamet ; whereas two mote streamers 
were detected on its western side. Only three small solar 
Prominences were observed. The corona was a very beautiful 
one. It may have been due partly to a clear atmosphere in the © 
morning and partly to the low altitude of the eclipse, which 
enabled it to be noticed at the foreground of the hilly eminence. 
Probably owing to atmospheric effects, the corona on the whole 
assumed a yellowish tint. : ; 

All the researches on astrophysics undertaken by the 


observation group headed by the writer related to spectroscopy. 


The surface of each of the ptisms and lenses used in the observa- 
tion was coveted with a CaF2 film in order to increase trans- 
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A patency and facilitate the short-lived obsetvation of the solar 
| eclipse at a low altitude. Two specttographic apparatus wete 
used. The exposure time was 90 seconds for both of them. One 
+f consisted of thtee heavy flint glass prisms of 60° and a photo- 
gtaphic lens with a focal distance of 50 cm. and an aperture of 
: 2 f/6. All the prisms used wete of an extraordinary size, each side 
i. i being 15.5 cm. long and 9 cm. high. The lens used corresponded 
}! to them. The dispersion of the spectrum photogfaphed with 
li: this appatatus reached 11.6° A/mm against a wave-length of 
; 4566.44. 
On the basis of the photograph of the corona obtained 
‘thus, efforts wete made to determine the wave-lengths of the 
corona lines as accurately as possible. Photogtaphs of the 
Spectta of iron as comparison were taken twice immediately 
before and after totality on the black moon’s image. The 
slit of the spectroscope used was so placed as to cover the 
sun’s equator. The writer and his colleagues have so fat 
completed the measurements of the wave-lengths of seven 
corona lines of the spectrum thus photographed. All these 


ed to discover a new line from the corona of a minimum 
type. As the images of the two corona lines, with trespec- 
tive wave-lengths of 5303A and 6375A, were fairly clear and 
Sharp, endeavours wete made to determine their. intensity 
distribution photometrically in accordance with their distance 

_ from the fringe of the sun. This measutement is now in pro- 
tess. The optical-wedge spectrum, to be used as their in- 
ensity scale, was photographed immediately after totality in the 
dry plate and at the same time of exposure as the corona. 
1e writet’s belief that this optical-wedge sepectrum, which 
W > photographed in four Stages by using as set of neutral 
tption glass So as to adjust its density, will prove fully effec- 
‘Spectrograph used was a spectropolarigraph, 
f two glass prisms and a photographic lens 

of 35 cm. id an aperture of £/3.5. At the 


lines had been those already on record. It cannot be expect-. 
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same time, a Wollaston prism was placed next to a collimator 
lens so as to form two spectra on account of two polarized 
lights, This was done for the purpose of conducting researches 
on the state of polatization of the continuous spectrum of 
the corona. The slit of the spectroscope was so placed as to 
cover the image of the sun’s equator. The spectrum photo- 
gtaphed with this spectroscope was that of the eastern side of the 
sun, There was ample distance between the Aitst and second 
spectra. An effective intensity scale, as in the former case, 
was photographed in the same dry plate and at the same time of 
exposure as the corona. A photometrical measurement is now 
being conducted on the basis of the photograph which was 
fairly taken with the object of determining the intensity distribu- 
tion and polarization of corona lines, 

As it was known that the temparatute in the open of that 
part of Hokkaido where the observation post was located aver- 
ages — 10° to — 20° C. during the eatly part of February, it was 
feared that smooth operation of the diverse appatatus might 
suffer from a low temperature. To obviate such a difficulty, 
aviation lubricant, which is said to have the capacity of with- 
standing cold down to —30°C, was used as lubricant for the ap- 
paratus. It may have been due to this precaution that all the 
clockworks of the apparatus worked perfectly well. Nothing 
untowatd happened concerning the groundwork of the ob. 
servation post which was thoroughly protected against the effects 
of frost. It may be possibly owing to severe cold that the 
sensitivity of dry plates and the capacity of secondary batteries 
used showed some dectease. Otherwise, no detrimental effect 
was tegisteted, in spite of the sub-zero weather. : 

The expeditions of the Tokyo Astronomical Obsetvatory 
and the astronomical department of the Tokyo Imperial Univer- 
sity had theit observation posts installed on a hill neat Akkéshi 
in Hokkaido. Expert Oikawa of the Tokyo Astronomical 
Observatory expedition used a spectogtaph consisting of three 
60° glass prisms of medium size and a double-image prism. 
Expert Notsuké of the same gtoup used a spectograph with 
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three 30° glass prisms and assistant Saito used a tevolvable 

Wollaston prism for studying the polarization of the blue 

and red lights of the corona. Lecturer Fujita of the Tokyo 

Imperial University observation squad took a set of photo- 

; gtaphs of the solar disc in the partial eclipse for the purpose 

a4 of studying the limb effect of the intensity of the solar disc, 

; i while assistant Futuhata studied the polarization of the light 

Bf ij with wave-lengths of about 3900A and 5500A by means of a 

: photocell comprising a Nicol prism and an amplification instru- 
ment. 

The Kyoto Imperial University expedition led by Professor 

Uyéda had its observation post on a hill in the vicinity of the 

Harutori-coal-mine in the city of Kushiro. It snapped a set of 

photographs of flash Spectra at the second and third contacts, 

as well as ordinary and colour photographs of the solar disc at 

the first and fourth contacts. On the other hand, the Toh-hoku 

Imperial University gtoup led by Professor Matsukuma, which 

had its observation post within the precincts of the Kushiro 

, Middle School, took photographs of the spectrum of the corona. 

It used a very large size spectograph equipped with a photo- 

gtaphic lens of an aperture of f/5, closely tesembling the three- 


Observation was so Satisfactory that even the influence of Baily 
_ beads was noticed, 
Importance attaches to a change caused by a solar eclipse in 

| earth’s Magnetic field, which is believed to ptovide a powet- 
y to the ascertaining of the electrification of the upper 

ne terrestrial atmosphere. But the solution of the 
have bee far-off On account of frequent 
‘Magnetic storms during the past obser- 
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Roof of the solar observatory contrived so as it can be pulled up as 
Occasion demands 


Professor Tanaka, the author of the article, (left) and assistant 
professor Nagata (right) working at sensitometry 
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OBSERVATION OF SOLAR ECLIPSE 


vations of solar eclipses, On the occasion of the last total 
eclipse, the Central Meteorological Observatory, the Toh-hoku 
Imperial University and the Tokyo Imperial University conducted 
tesearches in this field. While the observation squads of the 
first two institutions took up their positions at Obihiro and 
Nemuto, the observation gtoup of the Tokyo Imperial Univer- 
sity selected Yubétsu as its site. All these gtoups conducted 
tesearches in underground observation posts before, during and 
after the total eclipse. They used three-element quartz magneto- 
gtaphs, though their apparatus were different from one another 
in point of details and arrangements, Researches in this field 
at Yubétsu wete undertaken by Assistant Professor Nagata and 
others of the Tokyo Imperial University expedition by con- 
structing a tunnel-like underground observation post, some 12 
m. long in a sand-stone hill, This post was an ideal one in 
that it was built with non-magnetic materials with no iron bein 
used and also that no change in temperature took place during 
the time of the observation. Humidity, peculiar to all subter- 
tanean chambers, caused no appreciable evil: effects on the 
observation. Moreover, the Yubétsu colliery management 
suspended the operation of electric cats, thus mitigating the 
feat of electric interference. 
In the partial eclipse zone the following permanent obser- 
vatoties took patt in co-operative observation: the Sendai 
Observatory, the Kakioka Observatory, the Ohshima Obser- 
vatory, the Shimoda Observatory and the Provisional Obset- 
‘vatoty of the Toh-hoku Imperial University, The researches 
conducted by them have enabled the vigorous prosecution of 
the investigation concerning the determination of the possible 
effects of the eclipse on the earth’s magnetic field, which was 
quiet for several days before and after the total eclipse. An 
important tesult hitherto gained is that a fairly extraordinary 
change was observed in the magnetic declination in the total 
eclipse zone during totality ; whereas a similat change was not 
tecotded at Ohshima and Shimoda, as well as at Aso and other 
points in the partial eclipse zone. 
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' _ The effects of the solar eclipse on atmospheric electricity 
and the earth curtent were observed at Nemuro, Hokkaido, by 
an observation squad sent by the Central Meteorological Ob- 
setvatory. Researches on the possible change in the height of 
the inosphete, as well as in the electron density was conducted at 
Kushito, Hokkaido, by the observation groups dispatched by the 
Electrotechnical Laboratory, the Research Laboratory of Radio 
Waves and the Nagoya Imperial University. On this subject 
and geophysical matters, a conclusion cannot be teached until 


_Compatison is made with the results obtained from obsetvations 


cattied out under ordinary conditions. The compilation of 


telative comparisons ate now in progtess. 


Minute changes that occurred in the atmospheric pressure 
during the eclipse was observed at Kushito and Nemuto with 
mictobatographs by the observation squads sent réspectively 
by the Kyushu Imperial University and the Toh-hoku Imperial 
University. At the same time, effects caused by the eclipse on 
meteorological elements, such as temperature, atmospheric 
Pressure, direction of wind, velocity of wind, solat radiation and 
humidity, were carefully recorded at scotes of permanent 
meteorological stations situated in the eclipse zone. 

The keen interest shown by the scientists of Japan to 
observe the February 5 total solat eclipse from all possible 
angles is indication enough that they contributed their due 


Share in conducting astrophysical and geophysical researches. 


The results that they have obtained during the eclipse are now 


being closely examined in accordance with the most advanced 


Ptocesses of astrophysics and geophysics. When such examic 


that not a few additional 
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PROBLEM OF WAR EXPENDITURE 


The present global war has caused an appreciation in the war 
expenditures of belligerent nations to such an extent that each of them 
is busily engaged in devising new plans to meet the requirements of 
ever expanding contingencies. The financial policics adopted during 
the last World War have become antiquated. They can no longer 
be of any appreciable use to the movement of the prevailing wartime 
finance. The expenses of the current wat show an astounding increase 
compared to those of the last World War. This is partly ascribable 
to the phenomenal progress made in the manufacture of new types of 
weapons and partly to the reformation effected in the art of warfate. 
British and American experts on wartime finance ate frequently point- 
ing out that war expenditures of belligerent nations ate mounting to. 
a staggering height. Meanwhile, one Ametican economist has as- 
certained that thirteen to twenty workers at home are needed for 
keeping a soldier in fighting order at the front. The following table 
gives-an idea of the military expenses of major belligerent Powers in 
the current twelve months or in one of the recent years, and the per- 
centages of their total expenditures and incomes in the same period : 


Military Percentage Percentage 
expenditure against total against total 
On one national national 
million) expenditure income 
Japan (1943) ¥ 27,002 75 54 
Germany (1939) RM 40,000 89 46 
America (1943) $ 100,000 92 69 
Britain (1942) £4,500 85 71 


N.B._ The percentages of national expenditure and income for Germany 
are based upon data for 1938 and that for Britain upon data for 1941. | 
The figure indicating Germany’s military expenditure is conjectural, 
being culled from available fragmentary data. 


_ The manner in which the war expenditure of each of these nations 
has advanced discloses to what extent they have been faced with the 
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problem of directing the operation of wartime finance in a judicious 
and efficient way. The subjoined table illustrates the curve of tapid 
expansion in the past few years : 


1940 1941 1942 1943 Remarks 
Japan 7,686 14,924 18,079 27,002 In one million yen 
Germany 65,266 83,757 97,499 Unknown In one million marks 
America 6,255 26,000 67,000 100,000 In one million dollars 
Britain 33222 4,085 = 4,500 Unknown In one million pounds 


N.B, The figutes for Germany ate based upon data fragmentally given 
out by its financial authorities. The German Government has not 
published its budget estimates and total income and expenditure since 
the year 1935. 


_From the above two tables it is more than apparent that each 
nation has accepted the swift quantitative increase in military expenditure 
as @ matter of inevitability. Also it appears that the quantitative in- 
ctease has been influenced by the qualitative change in the weapons of 
Wat, particularly mechanical ones. The tecognition of the supreme 
importance of aircraft, tanks and motorized equipment has necessarily 
wattanted a thorough overhauling of the military structure of each 
Power, and this has compelled a belligerent nation to spend more on 
having uptodate military equipment capable of withstanding mechanical 
offensives. At Present, each belligerent Power is telying on its me- 
chanical military strength to wage hostilities, and in consequence, 
wartime finance has been recast to feed the financial needs of increased 
production of war accessories, 

War expenditure and wartime finance have been engaging the 
attention of Powers for a long time. In the nineteenth century, war 


expenditure was partly met by increased taxation and partly by issuing 


Dart of the last World War, the economic principle 
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telative to wartime finance underwent a notable change due to the rise of 
a vicious spiral of inflation, and a series of control measures were adopt- 
ed to finance the prosecution of hostilities. Germany in the last war 
Spent 152,000,000,000 marks, Britain, 8,800,000,000 pounds and France 
160,000,000,000 francs. In view of such enormous expenses, the 
economic strength of each of them became strained, and Germany, 
which had only 43,000,000,000 marks as its total national income, was 
confronted with an unprecendented inflation in the post-bellum period, 
The financial upheaval following the last World War added a new 
perspective to the question of demand and supplyin wartime. Each 
Power, after due consideration and study, came to the conclusion that 
in a future war it must try to balance its demand for war materials on 
the basis of its actual economic strength. But the adoption of me- 
chanical technique for war and the increased production of mechaniz- 
ed equipment prompted the sanctioning of heavy expenditure for re- 
plenishing military strength, and it became clear that to wage a mechan- 
ical warfare national economy must have to be taxed to the maximum 
limit. This realization naturally suggested a reorientation in the me- 
chanism of wartime finance designed to improve its qualitative vitality. 


With the acknowledgement of the qualitative merit of wartime 
finance, the attention of Powers became focussed on the question of 
wartime economy. In the last World War, the issuance of huge 
volumes of currencies to meet wat expenses lowered the value of 
monetary units, and as a sequel, inflation became a settled fact. Now 
the nations have realized that if inflation wete to be checked the issu- 
ance of additional currencies must be regulated strictly. And this has 
called for the necessity of balancing economic staying power with the 
material resources obtainable. Consequently, bonds are being sold 
mainly to absorb the surplus purchasing power of the people arising 
out of wartime economic boom. ‘This means that Powers are una- 
nimous in their opinion that, in time of war, control economy must 
be put into effect to conserve national economic potentiality and 
checkmate the climb of inflation. 

The valuable financial and economic experiences gained in the 
last World War pointed out the vital importance of having abundance 
of materials to insure the security of national economic potency. The 
international economic depression which ensued some years later hit 
the economic set-up of each Power badly, and Britain and America 
took the lead in controlling the material resource markets of the world 
to boost their financial hegemony, It became generally understood 
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that a nation having vast material resources would be able to maintain 
its status as a Power, and so an inter-Power economic antagonism came 
to the fore, culminating in the institution of tariff barriers and economic 
discrimination. The ‘‘ have” nations, by applying the weight of their 
superior economic power, ttied to stifle the legitimate ascendancy of 
the “‘have-not ” countties, like Japan, Germany and Italy. After the 
outbreak of the Manchurian incident, Japan helped the founding of the 
State of Manchoukuo in order to cteate its own sphere of economic 
lebensraum, Subsequently, Germany and Italy agitated for the tead- 
justment of European economy for the purpose of facilitating their 
tightful advancement. Britain afd the United States resented this 
economic advocacy of Germany and Italy. Meanwhile, the China 
affair had commenced, and Japan enunciated its policy of constructing 
a new economic order in East Asia. Then came the Eutopean war, 
which finally developed into the current global war with Japan, Ger- 
many and Italy on one side and Britain, the United States and the 
Soviet Union on the other. 


In a way the Axis Powers are waging the present war to acquire 
economic supremacy in theit spheres of the world. But in the mean- 
time the hostilities are entailing astronomical expenses on either side. 
Both groups of nations are busy developing their acquired resources 


- Taxation is being 
are being put on 
In this manner, con- 
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and materials procurable but on the capacity to issue fresh bonds and 
currency. In other words, wartime finance is not concerned with the 
question of productivity expansion—a question which is within the 
purview of wartime economy. Japan, Germany and Italy have adopted 
the system of total war economy to prosecute the war as vigorously as 
possible. On the other hand, Britain and America, in spite of their 
financial supremacy, ate finding it difficult to meet their respective 
wartime financial and economic obligations. They have not yet been 
able to adjust the potentiality of their material resources with the power 
of their economy. The result is that their wartime finance is not prov- 
ing wholly beneficial to the execution of their wartime economy. 
The control system they have adopted needs further revamping. 

Official statements that are being regularly released in London 
and Washington corroborate the assertion that both the “ democratic ” 
Governments ate not at all satisfied with their existing methods of 
materials production. Owing to their intrinsic political peculiarities, 
they have put into effect control economy pattially, with the result 
that they are still unable to direct the movement of their tespective 
wattime economy wholly advantageous to the execution of their 
emetgency economic and financial policies. Not only an injurions 
inflationary tendency is slowly appearing on the surface, but also the 
prices of commodities ate continuing to soar. Faced with such 
problems, they are becoming fully alive to the utility of revising 
their entire economic fabrics, so that the acquisition of funds for war 
expenditure would be carried out on a judicious scale. 

Pressed by mammoth war expenditure, each belligerent nation is 
now exploring new avenues for raising money. Non-war industries 
ate being drastrically curtailed and consumption of goods by civilians 
is being reduced to the minimum. Moteover, steps ate being taken 
to tap the floating and idle monetary resources of the populace, and 
labour service is being standardized to gear up the output of war 
materials, as well as to assure equal benefit to the workers. The 
ceilings of income tax, extraordinary profit tax and super tax are being 
raised to reinforce wartime financial well-being. Besides these, taxes 
on commodities and entertainments have been instituted as additional 
soutce of State income. The banking system and the commercial 
machinery are being progressively overhauled to make them more 
serviceable to the conduct of wartime economy. 

With the protraction of war, the problem of making provisions 
for forthcoming war expenses has become the ptimary concern of 
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every belligerent Power. It is significant that the warring nations ate 
attaching vital importance to the production of armaments by utilizing 
the material resources available to the maximum in preference to con- 
solidating the purely monetary make-up of their financial fabrics. ‘The 
oy value of currency is being assessed on the value of materials obtainable, 
) Japan and Germany, having secured possession of materials available in 
respective contiguous areas, ate speedily perfecting their total wat 
machines to launch decisive hostilities, Britain and the United States, 
too, are exploiting their entire material resources for the execution of 
war. This determination on either side has increased the wat expendi- 
ture of every belligerent country, and remarkable financial and econo- 
mic ingenuities are becoming as deadly as the weapons of war. 
—Takéo Fujita (The Kaizo, June, 1943) 
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MAHAYANA BUDDHISM IN JAPAN 


The religious fervour of mankind underwent a sweeping change 
when the promotion of science became the keynote of human progress 
and enlightenment. The phenomenal development of science in 
modern times has augmented the tendency of advancing civilization on 
the basis of scientific achievements, rather than on the basis of teligious 
faith. Modern civilization exists as something different from what can 


PS latter aims at giving new interpretations to time-honouted spiritual 

Pea conceptions in the light of prevailing realities. The supet-growth of 
materialism has given birth to many incongruities, which are hampering 
the normal and harmonious flow of human life and living. 

_ The principal drawback noticeable in the modern civilization of 
Britain and the United States is the conspicuous tendency to escape from 
hardship. For that reason, they are consciously inclined to dominate 
: and exploit weaker nations, so that they would be able to enjoy their 
- Material life without experiencing endurance. Put in another form, it 
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unnatural ascendancy of Anglo-American monisticism. 

Japan today is engaged in an unprecedented war against Britain 
and the United States in order to put back their materialism in its origi- 
nal sphere and reconstruct greater East Asia on the basis of helpful re- 
gional contiguity and traditional inter-country fellowship, Accordingly, 
Japan has no other alternative but to continue fighting until final victory 
is attained. It is well aware that to reach that fixed goal it must under- 
go all kinds of hardships and privations and be prepared to pay heavy 
sacrifices. The question is whether Japan has the capacity to bear 
acute hardships with courage and resolution. Facts of history are 
sufficiently clear that in the past successive emergency occasions the 
Japanese people gallantly faced hardships and privations to realize 
their objectives. The soutce of this endurance capacity of the Japanese 
people is Mahayana Buddhism, which enjoins them to accept straitened 
conditions as unavoidable passing phases in the path of enlightenment. 

Mahayana Buddhism acts as the propelling force to vitalize the 
life of the Japanese people, and that is why it has achieved a unique 
development of this country. An episode, in this connection, narrates 
that in the days when even the whispered mention of hell was dreaded 
by the people in general, a warrior suggested to Haku-in, a famous 
Buddhist priest, the necessity of avoiding hell. Incredible as it may 
seem, the priest replied: ‘*Go and plunge into hell. Do you think 
that there is a hell into which I have not fallen in my life? ’? He then 
explained that hell was synonymous to hardship and, therefore, man 
must experience hardship so as to rise above the fear of hell, and thus 
improve his mental power to appreciate bliss and quietude. This . 
spirit of rising above hell is derived from Mahayana Buddhism, which 
has permeated the life of the Japanese people in an ideal manner. 

The founders of diverse sects of Buddhism in Japan—from Dénkyo 
down to Nichirén and Koh-boh Daishi—had all been ardent exponents 
of Mahayana Buddhism. They severely criticized those who advocated 
non-association with hardship in the quest of mental peace and security 
of living. In other words, they propagated the doctrine of religious - 
ptacticalism for the realization of truth. Consequently, they laid em- 
phasis on popularizing those aspects of Mahayana Buddhism which 
tought human beings to face adversity and hazards in life with deter- 
mination to overcome all obstacles that stood in the way of advancement 
and enlightenment. ‘This beyond doubt explains why Japan has al- 
ways been nurturing a mental fortitude powerful enough to cope 
with physical limitations and disabilities whenever the need atises. 
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Mahayana Buddhism is the product of India. But it developed 
into a significant sectarian form in China with the growth of Zen Bud- 
dhism, which, too, permeated the life of the Japanese nation as a prag- 
matic philosophy. It may not be exaggeration to say that it is in Japan 
alone that the spirit of Mahayana Buddhism has been fostered in a 
fundamental form, having religious austerities as its core. Owing to 
this Japanese accomplishment, Mahayana Buddhism has become 
essentially national in manifestation and in spirit. To Japan, hardship 
has become a medium to cultivate strength. The celebrated Chinese 
ptiest Wei-Mo once said: ‘“ As everybody is ailing, I shall experience 
illness also.” He spoke thus with the object of pointing out to those of 
his disciples who were shunning to go through penury that man can 
only attain a healthy vigour, spiritually and physically, by studying and 
experiencing the lessons imparted at the school of hardship and suffer- 
ing. In plain language, it means that he advised his disciples to brave 
difficulties and disabilities and accept them in good faith to win their 
ultimate cause. He desired to have himself afflicted with the ills of the 
masses, for he thought that by so doing he might cure the pangs of 
them eventually. Because the Japanese people think in this way, they 


Haku-in, whom her parent held in great esteem and respect, was tres- 
ponsible for her unfortunate plight. The father immediately flew into 
tage and scathingly abused Priest Haku-in. And when the child was 
born he gave it to him and told him to depart wherever he liked. One 
night when it was snowing heavily, the daughter saw Priest Haku-in 
going to the house of a neighbour holding the child closely to his 


bosom apparently to procure some milk for the infant. The sight 
s made her so tepentant that she there and then confessed the truth to her 


acc. Thereupon, the father begged Priest Haku-in’s pardon and took 


ve her from purgatory. The spirit 
tvently cherished by the Japanese 
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The Japanese conception of ‘‘joh-do” (supet-paradise) directs one 
to elevate himself by controlling and sutmounting the forces of hell. 
In practical parlance, ‘‘joh-do ” denotes the attainment of that sphere 
of sublimity from where one can easily overcome hardships and diffi- 
culties, that is, the forces of hell. In this sense, it may be considered to 
have taken the same process of development as utopianism. The Joh-do 
sect of Buddhism in Japan perfected by Hoh-nén and Shinran stresses 
the eternity of human spirit, and so its religious make-up has a definite 
humane complexion. It acknowledges that as man must live he must 
of necessity strive to make his life worth living by tackling each and 
every hardship and obstacle that beset his path, being confident of 
Success. At the same time, it clarifies that man must be religious in 
order to carry out his duty as unselfishly as possible, thereby sharing 
joy and comfort with others. The injunctions of the Joh-do sect of 
Buddhism along with the conceptions of other sects have become so 
ingrained in the life of the Japanese people that, in overcoming difficulties 
and in enduring hardships, they display a striking practical aptitude. 

Priest Nichirén, who founded the Nichirén sect of Buddhism in 
the Kamakura period, was greatly instrumental in unifying the racial 
spitit of the Japanese people through the medium of religion. He 
courageously faced every development affecting the welfare of the 
nation and endeavoured to control it for the betterment of national 
life and living. In fact, the protection and advancement of the nation 
wete his chief concern. He smilingly and mutely endured hardships 
and persecutions, because he had come to the conclusion that national 
unity must be accomplished by synthesizing religion with the racial 
Spirit. It is he who created a new religious force which enabled the 
People to take a practical and workable view of the activities of life, and 
thus he stimulated the emergence of pragmatism—a racial trait which 
is now exerting its utmost to give a significant display. : 

Because Japan practises Mahayana Buddhism, it has serenely 
fostered an outlook of remaining true to practical spirituality on the 
one hand and, when occasion demands, of viewing spirituality in terms 
of realities on the other. The first manifests itself as the patriotic spirit 
and the second as the aspiration to live in harmony with others, pro- 
fessing spiritual and realistic understanding. All the sects of Buddhism 
in Japan, apart from their religious and spiritual conceptions, have 
cettain definite injunctions which one way or the other act as the 
source of vitalizing national determination to protect the integrity of 
the State, braving all kinds of hazards, hardships and privations. It 
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seems that the founders of the various sects of Buddhism, being aware 
of the fact that the constructive and protective forces are wielded by 
the State alone, shaped the practical parts of their respective doctrines 
conducive to harmonious and all-round evolution of the racial spirit 
and to advancement of the nation. Hence, it is obvious that Maha- 
yana Buddhism as exists in Japan is the kinetic storehouse of the self. 
telying power and humanitarian mentality of the nation. 

Japan is a racial country. It desires to take its proper place in the 
polity of nations by dint of its contributive actions and merits, At 
present, under the impact of a gigantic upheaval, it has been forced to 
intensify its activities, mainly to hasten the securement of its legitimate 
place in its sphere of the world. Its spiritual mentality and also its crea- 
tive faculty are asserting their best, grimly enduring hardships, dis- 
abilities, privations and limitations with the object of enabling the na- 
tion to reach its fixed goal. The Japanese people are now experiencing 
adversities not only to improve their conditions, but also the conditions 
of the peoples of the contiguous countries. As Mahayanists, they firmly 
believe that all the peoples of the world should live in harmony affirming 
the ideal of universal brotherhood. Standing resolute in this belief, 
they are, at present, endeavouring with vigour to witness its consum- 
mation at least in this part of the Orient. Mahayana Buddhism pos- 
Se oe ae ane a os as well . the judicious cognition 
themselves to the Rees of ae — Soke ae ae ine 
eae g ee . a utes as essential national 
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with the promotion of regional homo- 
geneity. : —Teityo Fukuda (The Chuo Koron, Jane, 1943)! . 
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ECONOMY OF THAILAND 


see =e is gratifying to note that co-opetation between Japan and 
— is steadily on the upgrade. The mutual economic and 
ult telations have taken an epochal harmonious turn. Prior to the 
tbreak of the current war in greater East Asia, the economy of Thai- 
fan was virtually under the control of Britain. Hibeilaciie. main in- 
dustries are tn, rubber and rice. Of these, thetin and rubber industries 
SOHO lized by British business houses and industrialists. For- 
the Thai People retained their control over tice industry. 


owes Temple, Tokyo. 
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Even then for the export trade of rice they had to seek the aid of the 
enterprises of British merchants. Of the 112,000,000 bhats represent- 
ing the total amount of capital invested in tin industry as at 1938, 82,- 
000,000 bhats, or seventy-three per cent., were the amount invested 
by Britain ; 25,000,000 bhats, or twnety-two per cent., accounted for 
Danish investments; and only 3,000,000 bhats, or four per cent., re- 
ptesented Thai investments, inclusive of the capital of those enterprises 
which were under the joint management of Thai and Swedish interests, 
Likewise, British and Chinese capital enjoyed a predominant position 
in the rubber and teak industries. 

Last year, the Thai Government took over the various industrial 
entetprises of Britain and, for the development of the tin and rubber 
industries, established a national policy company capitalized at 50,000,- 
ooo bhats under the name of Mineral and Rubber Company. As for 
teak, it organized the Thai Forestry Company with a capital of 20,000,- 
ooo bhats. By executing these steps, it has reinstated its control over the 
tin, rubber and teak industries. A similar move of the Thai Govern- 
ment is also discernible in its policy of making the country self-sufficient 
in light industries and in the output of daily necessities. 

In the immediate past, Thailand used to import machines, tools 
and general goods from Britain and America ; but with the start of the 
ptesent war, it stimulated the rapid growth of light industries, and 
as a result, such articles as tobacco, hats, shoes, glassware, oil, fat, 
pencils, earthenware, procelain, bamboowate and other general com- 
modities have come to be manufactured locally cn an intensive scale. 
In most cases, these goods are either turned out by Government-owned 
factories cr by semi-official concerns, for there is hardly any factory 
financed by private capital. However, the extraordinay efforts made 
by the Thai Government to establish these official and semi-official 
factories should not he overlooked. On January 26, this year, the 
Minister of Industry stated in the State Assembly : “* The Govenrnmet 
is making every possible endeavour to increase the production of daily 
necessities ; and apart from giving the requited support and guidance to 
civilian industries, it has established semi-official factories to augment 
the output of tin and rupber and to improve the economic position of 
the nation.” : 

Judging from the present policy of the Thai Government, it can 
be safely said that it is doing its best to reinforce the entite economic 
fabric of the nation as a means to attain self-sufficiency. Although an 
economic agreement exists between Japan and Thailand, it is not — 
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possible for the latter under the prevailing unsettled conditions to im- 
port adequate volumes of industrial goods from the former. This is 
another reason why Thailand is gearing up its industrial expansion, 
However, it is not in a position to develop heavy industries due to lack 
of power resources, mechanical skill and equipment. Being an agri- 
cultural and mineral country, it seems that it would be proper for Thai- 
land to push up the output of agricultural and mineral products for the 
time being, instead of considering the chance and possibility of becom- 
ing industrially self-sufficient. 

The Central Bank of Thailand, the inauguration of which had been 
a long-pending question, was opened on December 1o last year in 
Bangkok at the site vacated by the old Hongkong-Shanghai Banking 
Corporation. The readjustments it has so far cattied out include the 
unlinking of bhat from British sterling, the conclusion of a yen-bhat 
parity agreement, the utilization of the Specie teserve held in the 
country to settle yen accounts, the obtaining of a loan of *¥ 200,000,000 
from the Bank of Japan, the opening of settlement accounts in yen and 
the enforcement of a system of exchange concentration. Through such 
adjustments, Thailand has already effected a notable reformation in its 


tabilize currency in terms of 
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revised on the basis of recommendations made by the Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry at the request of the Thai Government. 
The revised method is operating ina much better form; still it is desir- 
able that it should be thoroughly revamped to offset any sudden acute 
turn in inflation with the inevitable protraction of war. 


The recommendations made by the Japanese Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry were: (1) A price committee consisting of experienced 
representatives of financial, industrial, trading and other quarters be 
appointed to study the control systems that have been adopted by 
other countries of the world and devise a suitable method for Thailand. 
(2) For the purpose of checking inflation and “black market ” opera- 
tions it is indispensable that the entire distribution and production 
system must be placed under control, instead of enforcing a partial 
control to regulate the prices and movements of daily necessities, and 
as for the distribution of goods, the greatest possible circumspection 
shall be used in the selection of distributors and supervising theit work, 
so that the goods may be distributed effectively and rationally. (3) 
The hoarding of goods for speculative purposes and the illegal sale of 
commodities by a distributor designated by the Government must be 
deemed as offences to be punished heavily. (4) The highest price 
ceiling shall be fixed for those commodities which are aboslutely vital 
to the maintenance of national livelihood, such as foodstuffs, textiles, 
general articles and metal articles needed for household purposes. 

The latest price control system in Thailand needs further tenova- 
tion to stabilize the livelihood of the people. It seems that the prices 
now in force and the systems of stock-reporting and permitting the 
sale of commodities have not insured sufficiently the smooth distribu- 
tion of products. In pursuance of the recommendations of the Japa- 
nese Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Thai Government has 
abolished the system of fixing prices on the basis of the anti-profiteering 
law it had promulgated recently and has enacted tke law for controlling 
the necessities of life and foodstuffs. By virtue of this law, the Prices 
of foodstuffs and daily necessities have been regulated on a graduated 
scale, with restriction being placed on the quantitative distribution of 
each item. The sellers are required to possess sales permit ; whereas 
the buyers can only buy products as enumerated in their respective 


tation cards. From all these innovations, it would strike as though 


Thailand had put into effect control system relative to the regulation 
of prices, consumption, distribution and production in an efficient 
manner. But the actual operation of the control system discloses that 
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it would be highly beneficial to devise more methods aimed at tein- 
vigorating it as a solid safegaurd against inflation. 

Thailand has established a paper control committee to meet the 
wartime paper need of the nation. The committee is composed of 
three membets belonging to the Commerce and Industry Ministries, 
It is empowered to control the manufacture, sale and export and import 
of divetse kinds of paper, issuance of cards specifying allotment and 
the fixation of prices. It has prohibited the export of raw matetials 
needed for manufacturing paper and is allowing the import of paper on 
a special permit basis. The annual consumption of paper in Thailand 
before the outbreak of the present wat was roughly 7,000 tons of which 
4,000 tons were made locally. It is gratifying that Thailand, in view 
of the emergency conditions, is trying to become self-sufficient in 
major categories of papet. 

It is obvious from the steps hitherto implemented by the Thai 
Government that it is quite alive to the necessity of vitalizing its control 
system in order to check inflation and stabilize the national livelihood. 
The exigencies of war have compelled it to give priority to the produc- 
tion of war materials, and hence, it is devoting concentrated attention 
to the bolstering of national defence. However, this does not mean 
that it is attaching secondary importance to price control. In reality, 
it is trying its best to ameliorate the conditions of the people. The 


following table indicates the movement of the finance of Thailand in 
the immediate years: 


Cn one million bhats) 


Year 1941 I 
942 I 

Revenue 138.0 125.0 a 

Expenditure 147.6 125.0 148.8 
_ Special disbursement 56.5 93.0 129.7 

SRS Expenditure for National Defence 

Ordinary budget 38.5. 40.5 40.0 

Special disbursement 21.1 61.4 56.7 

Total 59.6 101.9 96.7 
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defence expenditure increased when the Thai-French Indo-China border 
dispute occurred. After that, due to uncertainties prevailing in this 
patt of the world, Thailand had no other alternalive but to intensify 
its defence preparedness. Then the outbreak of the current war in 
gteater East Asia compelled it to pay primary attention to increasing 
its defence strength. In this way, Thailand has come to allot the 
major volume of its national income for national defence. The in- 
evitable reaction to this allocation has been the tise of inflationary 
tendency, and as such, it is now engaged in combating this evil as 
judiciously as it can. 

A dispassionate survey of wartime Thailand reveals that side by 

side with the prosecution of war it is doing its level best to reconstruct 
its economic fabric on a self-sufficiency basis. Among the items in- 
cluded in its programme of economic reconstruction, the most note- 
worthy one is in respect of developing agricultural enterprises. The 
Thai Government is encouraging increased production of rice and is 
giving aids and facilities to the agrarian population to open new fields 
of cultivation. In a normal year, the average production of cleaned 
rice is in the neighbourhood of 3,500,000 tons, of which 1,500,000 tons 

are earmarked for export. In the last fall, the rice cultivation suffered a 

setious setback owing to natural calamities, and yet there was no ap- 

pteciable decrease in Thailand’s export of rice to Japan. Now that 

Thailand has become one of the principal suppliers of rice to the coun- 

tries of greater East Asia, it has become necessary on its part to stimulate 

the further expansion of rice output. Premier Field-Marshal Phibul 

Songgram during his recent inspection tour personally encouraged the 

heads of villages to augment the output of rice. Moreover, as sup- 

plementary agricultural industries, Thailand is now paying attention 

to the cultivation of soya bean, cotton, tobacco, cereals and other 

agricultural products. The latest agrarian programme of the Thai 

Government clearly suggests that it is laying sound emphasis on rebuild- 

ing agricultural industries to replenish the economic strength of the ~ 
nation. 

The economy of Thailand is now undergoing a transition. It has 
substantially recouped from the adverse effect of British exploitation. 
Nevertheless, it is confronted with many problems which tequite 
immediate solution. In the sphere of currency, Thailand has received 
a new impetus by pegging bhat to yen. As for export trade, it is 
meeting the needs of Japan as fast as it can. By securing the financial 
and commercial assistance of Japan, Thailand has acquired a timely 


git 


w. 


CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 


ptop to maintain its economic set-up without any setious deptession, 
Its economic position as partner of Japan is becoming steadily secure, 
and it is confidently expected that in the near future it would become a 
potential economic factor in the promotion of trade and commerce in 
this section of the Orient. 

oe —Toshio Hiraoka (The Tayo, June, 1943) 
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SEKAI KAHEI No ZENTO (THE Furure or Wortp Cur- 
RENCY). By Yuraro Tomira. The Diamond Sha, Tokyo. pp. 
220. 2.50 yen. 


The problem of regulating currency has become most ptessing in 
view of the changes that have occurted in the international economic 
order, As a means to solve this problem, experts generally suggest 
the enforcement of a rigid control currency system. It seems that 
in tegulating currency it would not be wise to underestimate the 
potential power of gold. The control currency system now in 
Operation is of recent origin. There is much room for its improve~- 
ment. It has two phases. One relates to the enforcement of control 
by having gold as its basis as seen in the United States and the other 
without reliance being placed on gold as observable in Japan and 
Germany. x 

Of the various curtencies at present circulating in the world, yen, 
mark and dollar are destined to assume their repsective supremacy in 
their spheres of the international economic order. Those who are in- 
clined to belittle America’s gold power must not be oblivious of the 


part the American dollar has played in the conduct of world economy. 


They must appreciate that the control currency system is by no means 
an entitely new innovation divorced from the long-standing gold 
standard method. In a way, it can be said that the currency control 
system represents a part of the gold standard system, which has been 
renovated to meet the prevailing economic exigencies. = 

The popularity of control currency has receded the conception of 
liberalistic economy to the background. Now that regional economy 
is on the process of development, it is obvious that yen, mark and 
dollar, by stabilizing their economic control in their rightful spheres, 
would give a new direction to the movement of world currency, 
What method of exchange settlement and in what manner trade ac- 
counts would be discounted cannot be foreseen at this stage ; still it is 
imaginable that a reformed international cutrency order would be 
sponsored to insure the smooth settlement of inter-country, or rather 
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‘inter-sphere, trade accounts and exchange transactions. From this one 
can envision what shape the world currency would take in the future, 
. The gold standard system was first adopted by Britain in 1822, and 
q it has since been implemented by various countries, though during the 
first World War period its operation was temporarily suspended. In 
| ; 1919, the United States resumed the use of gold as the basis of currency, 
a and Japan returned to gold standard in 1930, but discarded it the fol- 
lowing year. In spite of the fact that the circumstances which com- 
ai pelled different countries to abandon gold standard were varied and 
complex, al] of them found a number of identical defects in the system 
itself. Hach country has been devising ways and means to rectify the 
drawbacks of gold standard. Even then an ideal solution has not yet 
been worked out. It appears that such an objective can be realized if 
Suitable measures are taken to stabilize the value of gold, permit the 
free movement of commodities and capital from one country to another 
SS and facilitate a rational distribution of gold among the component 
economic units of the world. 

The present tendency of having control currency has arisen owing 
to the maladministration of the system of gold standard. It is certainly 
not an inflexible aspiration. It seeks to rationalize the movement of 
world currency by vitalizing the international Operation of the domestic 
currency of each nation. For instance, the control system now in force 
in Sweden. The Swedish Government, among others, has executed 
measures for the prevention of inflation, maintenance of the purchasing 
Bonet of the people and raising the wholesale prices in gradual stages 

© encourage the development of domestic industries. It has also 
oo its methods of fixing official exchange rates, conducting 
* ee oS Se purchasing gold internally and externally 
Se ncaeeca eae bonds. Through these teforms 
Selah aS ae < € position of its currency and finance in terms 
. ernational economy. 
we The Onaga on has been applied in Britain deserves notice. 
Ses % oes stimulating industrial activities to standardize the 
commo ities and keep up a stable low interest rate, while 
: oe normal level of exchange rate with major 
ma De: Bee ic. See foreign trade. For the same 
SHES an ge equalization fund and has 
internal movement of gold and pre- 
ecie. On the other hand, the United 
setve Act of 1934 adopted earlier a 
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currency tegulation system designed to facilitate the operation of the 
“new deal” of President Roosevelt. This system, in essence, has 
now become a control currency system without recognizing the principle 
of gold conversion, and in consequence, the right to control currency 
has shifted from the Federal Reserve Bank to the Federal Government, 
that is, to the President of the United States and the Treasury Depart- 
ment. 

It has to be admitted that currency control has become interwoven 
with what is called the labour standard system. Between 1918 and 
1921, Russia introduced a labour standard system as the mainstay of 
national economy in replacement of the capitalist control of currency. 
This new experiment finally developed into the current system of 
socialistic economy. But the socialistic economy of Russia is funda- 
mentally different from the national socialistic economy of Germany, 
whose labour standard system operates on the basis of the economic 
value of national currency. The point that must be duly noted is that 
the labour standard system as operating in Germany has advanced the 
intrinsic value and stability of mark. Japan, too, has adopted a 
labour standard system to reinforce its cutrency potentiality. Hence, 
it is apparent that the labour standard system is a vital factor in the 
smooth operation of control currency. 

The application of control currency in varied degrees by all the 
Powers is sufficient indication that the movement of world currency in 
the future would witness an epochal departure. While the United 
States, relying on its gold power, is petsisting to have a new inter- 
national gold standard as the medium for the regulation of international 
commerce and trade, Japan, Germany and other Axis countries, re- 
cognizing the supreme worth of resource economy, are trying to sponsor 
a new international economic order not wholly pegged to gold, but 
mostly on the basis of the movement of commodities. The Axis 
Powers’ conception of regional economy envisages the construction of 
separate and yet co-ordinately related economic spheres 1n different parts 
of the world to assure the equitable exploitation and distribution of 
goods, so that their respective currencies would receive the needed 
vitalization without falling back upon a policy of Gold acta ee 
large scale. As against this, Britain and the United States are eee 
of reinstating their conception of capitalist-imperialism under an altere 
complexion. . : 

The author in this book approaches the subje 
world currency along the lines enumerated above. 


ct of the future of 
By world currency 
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set-up he means the international currency order. According to him, 
the future of world currency is dependent on the manner in which 
trade and commerce would be regulated and exchange rates fixed, He 
is of the opinion that the capitalistic gold standard of the Anglo- 
American nations would undergo an unprecedented transformation, 
and that sterling and dollar would adjust themselves to become units of 
world currency. Japan and Germany, by pushing up the economic 
power of yen and mark, would revamp the international economic order 
amenable to the promotion of regional homogeneity and world pro- 
Sperity. 

ae The author gives a long explanation of the objectives of gross- 
raumwirtschaft of Germany and co-prosperity sphere of Japan. He 
avets that Germany and Japan have been compelled to seek the realiza- 
tion of these objectives to become “have”? nations by regaining their 
legitimate economic positions from the control of Britain and America, 
which nations have long dominated the world to further their self- 
centred economic and financial interests. He predicts that with the 
completion of the construction of the Axis economic spheres, the im- 
portance of gold in settling trade accounts would be diminished con- 
siderably. In fact, exchange balances would be maintained on the 
basis of commodities procurable and distributable, and not on specie 
feserve or specie value attached to a cuttency. However, gold would 
be used to settle the trade accounts of the Axis spheres with the Anglo- 
American nations, because it is inconceivable that they would sur- 


render theit gold policy insofar as it relates to their rightful economic 
transactions. 
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‘ 
CHA TO SONO BUNKA (TEA CEREMONY AND CULTURE). 
By Tamotsu Moro-oxa. The Daitoh Shuppan-sha, Tokyo. pp. 
270. 1.60 yen. 


Preposterous as it may seem, the national taste for tea has played a 
remarkable rdle in the advancement of Japanese culture. Those who 
are acquainted with the essentials of Japanese culture are fully aware of 
the influence that has been exercised by sadoh (cult of tea) in the pro- 
motion of national artistic sensibilities and mental training. It is, 
therefore, no wonder that Japan has developed a distinct tea culture, 
nurtuting the habit of tea-dtinking as a national social trait. 

This book attractively describes the manner in which tea has 
influenced the cultures of both the Orient and the Occident. What 
important part tea played in the advancement of Oriental life and living, 
how every Western country, particularly Britain, enlarged the system 
of social living by cultivating the habit of tea-drinking and how the tea 
cult refined the manners, customs and mental aptitude of the Japanese 
people are especially dealt with as noteworthy features. 

In 1937, the author made a trip to Peking and Inner Mongolia to 
gather material on the subject. Last year, he visited the tea-growing 
districts situated in the Yangtze valley for the same purpose. This 
shows what pains he has taken to make his work as authentic as pos- 
sible. In the prefece he mentions that the production of tea in the past 
was a lucrative trade in China. At present, when Japan and China are 
coming closer, it is desirable that both nations should encourage the 
cultivation of tea as a business proposition. 

‘ Arranged in eight chapters, the book discusses such ee : 
science and tea, human life and tea, culture and tea, political pro ead 
and tea, tea cult in Britain, tea and morality, tea and ee 
scientific aspect of tea. From the array of his topics it is clear tha 
writer has tackled the merits and contributions auestion of tea in ae 
exhaustive manner. In pointing out the relation lee oe 2 
culture, he, by quoting facts of history, tties to eters z OTe 
always acted as an inspiration and stimulant to give aie i 
many of the elements of Oriental and Occidental civilizations. eee 

The writer is of the opinion that the cultivation of pi aoe 
Started in China, from where the habit of tea-drinking ea z aed 
Tibet, Kashmir in India, Central Asia, Arabia, Iran, the ae He 
the areas situated on the northern cost of the continent of a ne nly 
adds that the Mongolians were the first people to become ughly 
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addicted to tea-drinking, and so when they catved out a predominant 
position in the world they propagated the same habit, with the result 
that tea became a favourite beverage among many races of the Orient. 
The growth of tea cultivation in the fertile soil of China brought on 
the market a large volume of the product for human consumption, and 
tea began to be distributed among the contiguous countries, as well as 
the outlying parts of the continent. It is of particular interest that 
White Russians, on coming to rule a part of Mongolia, acquited the 
ay Mongol habit of tea-drinking. Likewise, the Anglo-Saxons, when 
they came in contact with China, became confirmed drinkers of tea 
i and imported into their country the same product in large quantities. 
f This is how the English people became fond of tea-drinking. The 
H author makes no allusion to the development of tea cultivation in India 
| 
| 


and the influence it exercised in spreading the habit of tea-drinking to 
Europe and several countries of Asia. He has used the term tea 
mostly to refer to green tea. 

The book avers that tea has been in general use both in China and 
in Japan from ancient times, and says that in the latter country it came 
Ei to be tegatded as an indispensable material for conducting various 
os social and religious ceremonies. Because of this national] importance, 

the use of tea finally gave birth to sadoh which endeavoured to tefine 
the deportment of the people and rendet social life highly decent and 
agreeable. Hence, particular care has been taken to narrate the peculiar- 
ities of the tea ceremony of Japan, which is emphasized as a thing 
unique to this country. 

In speaking of the various pleasant effects of tea, the author states 
that the drinking of the beverage makes consciousness cleat. ‘This 
efficacy of tea is due to theine which is found in it. Also tea contains 
akind of aromatic oil which improves the drinket’s power of abstraction 
_ and judgment. This may be the reason why poets, scholars and intel- 

lectuals are so fond of tea: In a social function teais dtunk not merely 

beverage, but also as a stimulant to heighten the atmosphere of 

ieee . lety. In Britain, giving of tea parties has become a necessary 

es ocial life, because the British people consider tea-drinking an 
of enlivening their way of living. 

Ptactice to hold “‘ chawakai,” or social tea patties. 

cale and is conducted 
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By way of an episode, he mentions that when an Ametican flyer crossed 
the Pacific Ocean and landed in Japan in forty-one hous Setting up a 
new world record, he told certain persons that he had been dina 
Japanese green tea at frequent intervals during the flight to keep he 
mind cleat. The author then goes on to explain that the source of the 
calm and determined mentality of the Japanese people is to some extent 
traceable to theit habit of drinking green tea daily in profuse quantities, 

As tegards the relation between tea and Buddhism, the volume 
makes a succinct survey of Zen Buddhism to reveal that with the tapid 
etowth of Zen cult not only the Japanese priests, but also the lay 
populace became addicted to tea-drinking principally to improve their 
thinking power and mental concentration. In all Buddhist functions 
in this country tea is served to the guests as a social courtesy. Whenever 
a Japanese visits the house of another Japanese he is welcomed with a 
cup of tea. It is not possible to separate the social and religious life 
of the Japanese people from their habit of tea-drinking. Just as sutras 
ate chanted to acquire virtues, so tea is drunk to acquire clearness of 
mind. The habit of tea-drinking is one of the distinguished social and 
cultural characteristics of the Japanese nation, 


Dwelling on the economic side of tea, the author points out how 


tea cultivation has grown into an important industry in Japan, At 
ptesent, this industry has become so enlarged that Japan is able to send 
tea supplies in sufficient volumes to China, Manchoukuo and Inner 
Mongolia, As a matter of fact, Japanese tea is becoming extremely 
popular in the continent of East Asia. Before the start of the current 
wat, Japanese green tea used to have a large sale in foreign markets, 
too. 

Toward the end, the book mentions that tea plant was first im- 
potted into Japan from China and adds that the cultivation and drink- 
ing of tea were encouraged by Buddhist Abbots Dénkyo at 
Kohbo. However, it does not attempt to trace the establishment o 
Indo-Chinese intercourse through the popularity of tea-drinking in 
each country. It appears that such an attempt has not been made on ac- 
count of the fact that the writer has concentrated on describing Ee ae 
fluence of tea on the growth of culture primarily in Japan and secon c eae 
in China, The most illuminating feature of the volume is the exp en 
tion given in respect of what has been called the cetemonial cea ¢ 
ee culture of Japan. Itis interesting and full of fascinating de 
tions, i 


\ 


919 


ERPS 


CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 


a SHOMOTSU TO YEDO NO BUNKA (Books AND YEDO CuL- 
TURE). By SENZO Mori. The Daitoh Shuppan-sha, Tokyo. pp. 
320. 1.80 yen. 


In this volume the author has attempted to explain the culture of 
Japan as it flourished in the Yedo period through the medium of books 
that were published at that time. He says that, with the appearance of 
many scholars, artists and men of letters, esthetic and literary activities 
of the nation took a new turn, and as a result, a cultural renaissance 
occurred entiching the fold of Japanese civilization. The steady in- 
Crease in the numbet of readers stimulated the growth of many 
publication stores which published the works of popular authors. At 
the same time, good many writers undertook the publicaticn of their 
books on theit own responsibility. On the other hand, stores te- 
quisitioned the setvices of noted writers to turn out popular volumes 
in accordance with their plans, and the thus commerical an gle of publi- 
cation business was developed on a lucrative scale. Very soon Yedo 
(ptesent Tokyo), Osaka and Kyoto became the most important 
publishing centres. This is how the literary enterprise of Tokugawa 
Japan became the genesis of modern publication culture. 

Between the An-yei (1772-1789) and Bunka (1 804-1817) efas, no 
less than 1,000 popular works were published every year in Yedo, while 
other centres, including Osaka and Kyoto, in all, produced 2,000 
copies. From this it may be assumed that approximately 600,000 books 
were published in Japan during the Tokugawa period, which lasted 

. for two hundred years. Although such an assumption cannot be taken 
as an actual fact, still it would not be incortect to assert that at least half 
a million books were tutned out during the days of national isolation. 
However, it must be said that among these volume there were many 
__ §putious works, incomplete documents and unimportant publications. 
= Even by excluding the number of these secondary books, the figure left 
for the remaining would reach a stupendous estimate. 
- ‘The volume under teview primarily deals with those books of the 
© petiod which have long remained in obscurity, and pays sketchy 
tention to the popular works for the reason that they are quite well 
| the present-day reading public. Also it classifies all the 
wete published in the Yedo petiod to show which are of 
Ortance and which are spurious and of seco 


e rece = ndary import- 
teagrd to dramatic works, it is suggested that, though a 
ic facts have 
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they nonetheless shed refreshing light into many past events centring 
on cultural and military epochs. Thereafter, mention is made of such 
classical works as the Dai Nihonshi (History of Great Japan) by feudal 
lord Mitsukuni Mito, the Honcho Tsugan and the Toh-kei Zatsuwa by 
Kyucho Ishikawa. Then follows a long description of each of the 
important books published in the Yedo period. 

The author regrets that many of the notable books published in 
the Yedo period do not exist in their entirety. Furthermore, quite a 
number of publications were put on the market in incompletree form. 
It often happened that an important book was allowed to be printed 
though it lacked one or two of its original volumes. For example, a 
patt of the complete works of Hakuseki Arai published by the Tohsho 
Kankokai was incomplete. On the other hand, he states that the 
Kampon Shosai Hikki (Complete Works of Shosai) published in the Yedo 
petiod in ten volumes was thoroughly complete. It is full of interest- 
ing reading matters and gives an accurate picture of the system of 
publication then in vogue. For the putpose of publishing a book, the 
publisher, first of all, had to present a block copy of it to the authorities 
concerned for their approval; and after the completion of printing, 
a printed copy each used to be presented to the Gobancho and the 
Toshi Gyoji, official authorities in charge of publication, and to the 
library of Sumiyoshi, before releasing such a publication for sale. 

In order to typify Yedo culture and its literary renaissance, the 
author has made a comprehensive survey of the Jiseki Gako, a col- 
lection of literary jottings by different writers of Tokugawa Japan. 
The survey lays particular stress on pointing out the social standings 
of the writers and the contributions made by them in promoting 
Yedo culture. After that the demerits of the secondary and soon 
important publications ate discussed and criticism is levelled be Sata 
the author of Hoh-Taiko Shinséki Nikki (Daity of the Hidéyoshi Heke 
tomi) for chronicling unauthentic and inaccurate events. Then the 
book Tenséki Sakusha Benran (Books and Authors) is taken ee 
explain at length its high informative value and literary metit. ae 
classical volume, among other things, deals with Ce es 
characteristic thoughts of Japanese scholars and the contri be ee 
by Japanese physicians. It has explanatory notes and short biograp 
of the important classical writers. Bee Bek 

To what extent the books published in the Yedo period influenced 
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the Mimi Bukuro (Hat Bag) and the Ushiromi-gusa (Reminiscences) by 
Ghémpaku Sughita. The former refers to the literary productions of 
those writers who were not professional, the system of priest reforma- 
tion and social customs and manners. ‘The latter gives an idea of the 
new literary trend which came to prevail in the Yedo period under the 
impact of Dutch culture. The author of these two books was a famous 
scholar of the Dutch language. It is interesting to note that care has 
been taken to sort out those publications which can be said to have 
been influenced by the nation’s intercourse with the Dutch community 
then staying in southern Japan. 

It is evident that the culture that flourished during the Tokugawa 
Shogunate enlarged the creative faculty of the Japanese in all branches 


- of arts, and in consequence, literature, painting and music developed 
_in an ideal manner, porttaying the cloistered hankering after peaceful, 


elegant living. That is why the author of the book under review 
has devoted considerable attention and Jabour to recount the intrinsic 
qualities of the books of the Yedo petiod and the part they have played 
in the evolution of Japanese culture for the teady comprehension of the 
modern reader. The manner in which he has treated the most im- 
portant books of the Yedo period is not only critical, but also thought- 
ful. While on the one hand he does not omit to mention the defects 
of the many of the publications, on the other he boldly affirms the 
distinguished merits of the well-known classical volumes. By follow- 
ing the author’s trend of arguments one will no doubt be able to visualize 
the way the cultural fabric of the nation became consolidated in the 
with an atmosphere of internal peace 


i 
ie 
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May 21r Fleet-Admiral Isoroku 
Yamamoto, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Combined Fleet, died a gallant 
death while personally directing op- 
erations on the southern Pacific front 
in April, it is revealed in a communiqué 
released by the Imperail Headquarters 
at3 p.m. The Board of Information 
announces that the late Fleet-Admiral 
was posthumously awarded high 
decorations by the Throne in the 
form of the Grand Order of the 
Chrysanthemum and the First Class 
Order of the Golden Kite. 

The appointment by His Majesty 
the Emperor of Admiral Miné-ichi 
Koga, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Yokosuka Naval Station, as Com- 
mandet-in-Chief of the Combined 
Fleet in succession to the late Fleet- 
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto is an- 
nounced by the Imperial Head- 
quarters. Admiral Soyému Toyoda 


1s appointed Commander-in-Chief of. 


the Yokosuka Naval Station, accord- 
Ing to the Navy Ministry. 

Navy Minister Admiral Shighétaro 
Shimada in a statement to the ptess 
enlogizes the achievements of the 
Late Fleet-Admiral Yamamoto, say- 
ing that his deeds will remain ever 
shining in the annals of naval warfare. 

May 22 A total of twenty-four 
enemy planes were either shot down 
or set ablaze on the ground by 

apanese air forces in their raids on 
Kunming airfield on May 15, it is 
tevealed. 

Ma 23° The Imperial Head- 


: 923. 


quarters says that Japanese units 
operating in the Central China area 
following their war of annihilation 
in the districts around Tungting 
Lake attacked five enemy divisions 
belonging to the Chungking 1oth 
Army Corps in the western district 
of Kungan and after trapping them 
at every corner have annihilated 
them. The war results realized by 
the Japanese forces during a week 
from May 12 to 18 follow: Dead 
bodies left by the Chungking forces, 
4,595 ; wart prisoners, 1,945 ; guns of 
various kinds, twenty-seven; heavy 
and light machine-guns, sixty-seven ; 
and rifles, 946. The Japanese casu- 
alties are seventy killed in action. 
The Executive Committee of the 
International Communist Party with 
its headquarters in Moscow on May 
22 proposed the dissolution of the 
international organization “in view 
of the various circumstances attend- 
ing the current wat”, says a Domei 
dispatch from Lisbon relaying a 
Reuter London message based on a 
news item of the Moscow Broad- 


ting Station. 
Ste: ashes of the late Fleet-Admiral 


ci Tokyo 
Isoroku Yamamoto arrive at 
Station at 2:43 p.m. The ee are 
deposited on an altar at the Navy 
Club. P a 
May 24 The following announce’ 
ee js issued by the Imperial 


Headquat ; 
faeieade a sufptis 


Chittagong airfield on 


e attack on 
May 22 and 


ro 


ters: Japanese Army air | 
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destroyed almost all the enemy 
planes assembled there. The results 
of the raid were as follows: (1) shot 
down in air battle nineteen planes ; 
and (2) destroyed or damaged on the 
ground fifteen planes. Japanese loss 

was one plane. 
His Majesty the Emperor having 
received telegrams of condolence on 
the death in action of Fleet-Admiral 
Isoroku Yamamoto from His Majesty 
the Emperor of Manchoukuo and 
Reichsfuehrer Adolf Hitler gracious- 

ly sends reply messages. 
The Imperial Headquarters states 
that Japanese Navy air forces on May 
23 damaged one enemy cruiser, sank 
one destroyer and set another war- 
ship ablaze in the neighbouring 
waters of Attu Island. No damage 
. was caused to Japanese side. Japa- 
nese submatine units have been 
catrying on an attack on enemy 
warships operating in Aleutian 
| waters up to May 24 from May 12 
RS: and heavily damaged one enemy 
ie battleship and one cruiser and dam- 
aged two enemy warships of un- 
confirmed types. 

The Nanking Government of 
‘China confers the Grand Ordet of 
Tungkuang upon the late Fleet- 

- Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto. 

May 25 The Japanese forces 
(“Operating in the area of Ichang 
occupied Changyang, Hupeh Proy- 
nce, thirty kilometres south of 

ag, at noon on May 24, it is 


2) waterway between Yochow 
the northeastern tip of Tungting 
Hunan Province, and Shasi, 

h Province, extending 


Officially 
“that 


nautical miles, 
the Japanese — 


the gateway to Chungking by water 
has been opened. 

May 26 The Board of Informa- 
tion announces that a State funeral 
for the late Fleet-Admiral Isoroky 
Yamamoto will be held on June 5 at 
Hibiya Park and that the ashes of 
the late Fleet-Admiral would be 
burried at the Municipal Cemetery 
at Tama-mura, Tokyo Prefecture, 

The following announcement is 
issued by the Imperial Headquarters ; 
(1) Japanese Navy forces during 
the period from May 5 to May 24 
sank the following enemy ships. By 
submarines: oil tankers, two—3o,- 
eco tons; freighters, six—s7,000 
tons; and transport, one—15,000 
tons. By airplanes: transports, 
four—9,400 tons. ‘Total, 1 3510Tes 
4cotons. (z) Japanese Navy forces 
during the period from April 1 to 
May 20 sank seventeen enemy sub- 
matines. 

His Majesty King-Emperor Victor 
Emmanuel mt of Italy is pleased to 
confer the Grand Cross of the Mili- 
tary Order of Savoia, highest decora- 
tion of Italy, upon the late Fleet- 
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, an- 
nounces the Italian Government. 

Admiral Karl Doenitz, Command- 
et-in-Chief of the German naval 
Forces, cables a felicitious message 


to the Japanese Navy commemortat- _ 


ing the thirty-eighth Navy Day. 

The principal aims. of Japan’s 
Progtamme for the development of 
the southern tegion ate to promote 
the welfare of the inhabitants by 
elevating their standard of living and 
to strengthen the fighting power for 
the successful prosecution of the 
Wat, it is declared by Mr. Kazuo Ao- 
ki, Minister for Greater East Asia 
Affairs, in an interview given to 
foreign Correspondents in Tokyo. 
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Mr. Fumio Goto, vice-president 
of the National Service Association, 
is invested with the office of State 
Minister at a ceremony held at the 
Imperial Palace. Dr. Réntaro Mizu- 
no is appointed director-general of 
the General Headquarters for East 
Asiatic Affairs Board newly establish- 
ed in the said association, replacing 
the East Asia Development League, 
which is thus dissolved. 

May 27 The announcement of 
the fifth and sixth conferements of 
posthumous honours on those killed 
in the war in greater East Asia is 
announced jointly by the Navy 
Ministry and the Bureau of Decora- 
tions. Special distinction honours, 
ot “Shukunko,” are granted to 
seventy-five valiant dead, including 
Rear-Admital Ryusaku Yanaghimoto, 
three navy warriors who discovered 
the British battleships Prince of Wales 
and Repulse, ten naval heroes who 
won fame as members of the Second 
Special Attack Flotilla which attacked 
Diego Suarez and Sydney, and 
others, 

Chancellor Adolf Hitler dispatches 
a petsonal telegram of condolence to 
His Majesty the Emperor of Japan 
on the recent death of Fleet-Admiral 


-Tsoroku Yamamoto. 


May 28 Japanese Ambassador to 
China Masayuki Tani in a press con- 
ference at Peking promises further 
‘ttocession of Japanese tights in 

hina after reiterating the basic 
Japanese policy of giving all-out aid 
to the growth of the Nanking Goy- 
stnment. He indicates that the 
J “panese authorities are rapidly com- 
Picting preparations for the retroces- 
cer Of Japanese customs rights in 
China atthe earliest possible date. 

three-day extraordinary session 
Of the. Japanese Diet will be con- 
oe 


voked on June 15, it is announced 
by the Board of Information. Im- 
portant fiscal bills and legislative 
plans, including those connected 
with the raising of the purchase price 
of rice, those related to the urgent - 
increase in the production of food- 


stuffs, and others will be approved 
at the session. 


May | 29 Lietenant-General Shi- 
ghénori “ Kuroda is appointed 
supreme commander of the Japanese 
forces in the Philippines succeeding 
Lieutenant-General Shizuichi Tanaka 
who is transferted to a cettain im- 
portant post. 

May 30 All officers and men of 
the Japanese Forces on Attu Island 
ate believed to have died a glorious 
death after making a daring assault 
on the enemy on May 29, the Im- 
perial Headquarters announces at 
5 p.m. The Imperial Headquarters’ 
communiqué follows: (1) The Japa- 
nese garrison which since May 12 had 
been continuing heroic fighting 
against an overwhelming number of 
enemy forces under extremely dif- 
ficulty conditions, on the night of 
May 29 effected the most daring 
assault against the main enemy force 
in order to inflict the final blow on 
them. Since the night of May 29 
all communications have been en- 
tirely cut off and it is believed that all 
officers and men of the Japanese 
garrison died a glorious death for 
the country. Those who were 
wounded and sick and could not 
participate in the attack are believed 
to have disposed themselves ptior to 
the final assault. The Japanese gar- 
tison in Attu totalled 2,000 odd ae 
under the command of Colon 
Yasuyo abi re oe Gee 

tces number about 20, 
cane excellently. The damage 
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inflicted on the enemy up to May 
28 totalled not less than 6,000. (2) 
Kiska Island is held securely by the 
pane forces. ev eey 
remier Josef Stalin in his letter 
addressed to Harold King, Reuter’s 
Moscow cortespondent on May 28 
explained the reason for the dis- 
solution of the Third International 
in answer to the latter’s question, it 
is reported. The dissolution, Pre- 
mier Stalin pointed out, would 
facilitate the formation of the anti- 
Axes Powers’ common front. He 
also itemized the reasons for the 
dissolution in three paragraphs. 

Pienyen, one of the vantage points 
on the so-called Chungking Road in 
Hunan Province, was completely 
reduced by Japanese raiding forces 
late in the afternoon of May 25, it is 
revealed, 

May 31 The following announce- 
ment is made by the Imperial Head- 
quarters: Japanese Army ait units 
taided the Chittagong airfield on 
May 29, shooting down fourteen of 
mote than twenty enemy planes 
which were engaged in battle and 
setting aflame or destroying six 
planes which were on the ground, as 
well as setting ablaze and blasting a 
number of attached military instal- 
lations. One of Japanese planes has 
not returned yet. 

June rt The Thai Council of 
Regency posthumously conferred 
under date of May 28 the Special 
Order of the Sacred Elephant to the 
late Fleet-Admiral Isoroku Yama- 


_ Moto, it is made known. 


The Government at the Cabinet 
_ Meeting decides not to hold the 
ctions for prefectural assemblies 
uled for this fall, in view of the 
nat every effort must be con- 

don the one point of in- 


creasing war power. At the same 
meeting Lieutenant-General Tei-ichj 
Suzuki, president of the Planning 
Board, explains in detail the basic 
principles for the adjustment of 
enterprises for increasing war power, 

June 2 .Getman naval and ait 
forces sank seventy-six enemy ships, 
totalling 430,000 tons, and damaged 
twenty-four others in May, the 
Fuebrer’s Headquarters announces. 
Of the seventy-six ships sunk, sixty- 
five, aggregating 380,000 tons, wete 
sunk by U-boats. 

A total of 514,920 British officers 
and men have been killed, wounded, 
taken prisoner, or missing since the 
outbreak of the European hostilities 
three years ago, it is disclosed by 
Deputy Prime Minister Clement 
Attlee in the House of Commons. 

June 3 The number of American 
coal miners who are participating in 
the general strike in the eastern 
states of the United States has 
teached 535,000. The above num- 
ber includes the 450,000 anthracite 
coal miners and 85,000 bituminous 
coal miners in the Appalachian 
Mountains. 

A message of condolence sent 
here by Premier Phibul Songgram 
of Thailand on the death in action of 
Fleet-Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto is 
conveyed to Premier General Hidéki 
Tohjo by Thai Ambassador to Tokyo 
Ditek Jaiyanama. 

June 4° Getman Ambassador H. 
G. Stahmer to Japan calls on Navy 
Minister Admiral Shighétaro Shima- 
da and presents the Knight Cross of 
the Iron Corss with Oak Leaves and 
Swords, which Chancellor Adolf 
Hitler has presented to the late 
Fleet-Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto. 

_Jue 5 The entire nation bows in 

silent respect to the soul of the late 
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Fleet-Admital Isoroku Yamamoto 
with firm rekindled resolve to follow 
the spirit of the great Navy leader at 
10:50 am. as Premier General 
Hidéki Tohjo offers prayer at the 
altar of the Navy hero at the State 
funeral service held at Hibiya Park. 
Throughout the country and in 
vatious patts of greater East Asia 
memorial services are also held for 
the spirit of the Fleet-Admiral. The 
funeral procession leaves the Navy 
Club at 8:50 a.m. Funeral service 
ends toward noon. Public worship 
ends at 1:30 p.m. At 2:30 p.m. 
the funeral carriage leaves the funeral 
hall for the Tama cemetery. The 
burial service ends at 6 p.m. 

A Washington cable. received in 
Lisbon on June 4 revealed that 
Chairman John L. Lewis of the 
United Mine Workers’ Union o 
America has instructed all strikers 
to return to work. 

A revolutionary movement has 
been launched by General Pedro~ 
Ramirez, former Argentine War 
Minister, according to a Lisbon 
dispatch. After the organization of 
a temporary tégime, Ramirez secured 
the administrative tights, thereby 
overthrowing the Government head- 
ed by President Ramon S. Castillo. 

The ceremony for the retrocession 
of the French Concession is held at 
Tientsin in the presence of Chinese 
and French delegates and Japanese 
guest delegates. 

June 6 Lieutenant-General Yung 
Tzu-heng, commander of 20,000 
Chungking troops, accompanied by 
Lieutenant-General Sun Meng-ti and 
other staff officers calls on a certain 
Japanese unit commander to express 
his determination to join the 
Nanking Government. 

June 7 The following announce- 
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ment is issued by the Imperial 
Headquarters: Japanese Navy air 
units intercepted a group of enemy 
planes that came raiding Shortland 
Island on June 5 and shot down 
twenty of the raiders and disabled 
five others. Three Japanese planes 
have not yet returned. 

Nine Curtiss P-40s came over the 
Ichang area on June 5 at r p.m. and 
two of them were shot down by 
Japanese anti-aircraft guns it is 
learned. On June 6 four more 
Curtiss P-4os came over the same 
area and again two were immediately 
shot down, it is also revealed. 

A large formation of German air- 
planes conducted the third air raid 
on the city of Gorky on the night of 
June 6 and for more than one hour 
bombed war industrial centres of the 
city inflicting severe damage, it is 
announced by the German High 
Command. 

The Chilean Cabinet resigns en 
bloc, it is revealed by a cable from 
Buenos Aires. 

June 8 The following announce- 
ment is issued by the Imperial 
Headquarters: (1) The Japanese 
Army air units in the China area co- 
operating with ground units in the 
present operations south of the 
Yangtze inflicted the following dam- 
age on the enemy air force up to June 
6: Planes shot down seventeen and 
set ablaze on the ground twenty- 
two. The loss on the Japanese side 
as of the same date consisted of four 
planes which self-blasted themselves. 
(2) The Japanese Army air units in 


-the Burma area ate continuing 


advance operations toward eastern 
India. The damage dealt to the 
enemy air forces from May 1 to June 
5 follows: Planes shot down sixty- 


three and blasted or set ablaze onthe 


ground forty. The loss on the 
Tipatiese side during the same period 
consisted of nine planes self-blasted 
or not yet returned and twenty-four 
planes damaged. | he 

Turkey will strictly maintain its 

neutrality in the future, Turkish 
President Ismet Inonu declares in 
his speech delivered at the mass 
meeting of the Turkish National 
Republican Party. 

ile playing golf at the Wak 
Wak Golf Club, Jose P. Laurel, 
commissioner of the interior of the 
Philippine Executive Commission, 
was shot from behind by an assassin 
with a pistol on June 5, it is revealed. 
x His condition, however, is not 
Ss serious. 

: Mr. Takashi Isaka, chairman of the 
Japan Economic Federation, is named 
president of the Japan Securities Ex- 
change which will be established on 
July 1. 

Marking a new epoch in monetary 
relations between Japan and Ger- 
many, the Yokohama Specie Bank 
and the German East Asiatic Bank 
sign an agreement tegarding the 

_ method of payments. The agree- 
‘ment is extremely significant in that 

it has thoroughly stabilized a method 

for directly settling accounts through 

the medium of yen and mark: 

The Argentine Government will 


ae its policy of strict neutrality 


isia_ campaign 
‘wounded or 


] Attay. losing F 


tsu 
- tha 


CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 


‘ 


Prime Minister Winston Churchill 


announces in the House of Commons, ~ 


June 9 The Tokyo metropolitan 
system draft plan is adopted by the 
plenary session of the Privy Council 
as submitted by the Government in 
accordance with the Cabinet decision 
of May 11. The proposed metto- 
politan administration will consist 
of a secretariat and eight bureaus. 

According to the Imperial Head- 
quarters, a large formation of fighter 
planes of the Japanese air forces 
sallied forth over the Russell Islands 
on June 7 and in a severe aerial 
combat with enemy planes shot 
down forty-nine of them. Six 
Japanese planes have not yet te- 
turned. 

In the waters off the eastern coast 
of Azov Bay, German airplanes 
sank forty-seven Soviet landing boats 
and auxiliary ships, according to the 
German High Command. 

Mr. Eiji Amau, President of the 
Board of Information, appoints nine 
advisers for the Council Room of 
the Board, His objective is to allow 
men of ability and experience to 
Patticipate in the discussion of 
matters handled by the Council 
Room. They are chosen from 
among men in journalistic and other 
circles. 

June 10 The War Ministry an- 
founces the following appointments : 
Lieutenant-General Tadayoshi Sano 
appointed Chief of Staff of the 
Defence Headquarters; Lieutenant- 
General  Sadamichi Kuribayashi, 
commander of the Tokyo Division ; 
and Lieutenant-Genetal Shizuo 


_ Sakaguchi, commander of the Zén- 


H} Division. 

The Imperial Headquarters says 
t Japanese Army and Navy forces 
th i P. cif, JS, ry 


area during 
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the period from Match 1 to May 31 
this year inflicted the following 
damage on enemy planes by anti- 
aircraft fire: shot down 249 and 
heavily damaged thirty-two. 

The German, Italian, and Spanish 
Governments recognize the new 
Argentine Government under Pres 
sident General Pedro Ramirez, it is 
teported. 

June mt The Nanking Govern- 
ment announces through its Publicity 
Ministry an outline of its wartime 
cultural propaganda policy to elimi- 
nate all taints of Anglo-American 
aspects. 

June 12 A party of twenty-five 
influential Burmese, who ate to 
inspect the industrial, agricultural, 
economic and cultural activities of 
Japan under the present wartime 
condition, arrives in Tokyo. 

The Japanese Government re- 
cognized on June 11 the Provisional 
Government of Argentina headed by 
Lieutenant-General Pedro Ramirez 
formed on June 7, the Foreign 
Office announces. 

To contribute further to the pro- 
motion of friendly relations between 
Japan and Thailand and _ unify 
communications activities within 
greater East Asia, a Japan-Thailand 
Communications Agreement is 
signed between the two countries at 
Bangkok on the occasion of the 
third anniversary of the signing of 
the Japan-Thailand Agreement of 
Amity and Friendship... 

June 13° Lack of drinking water 
was the main cause of the surrender 
of the Italian forces on Pantellaria 
Island on June 11, an Italian com- 
muniqué announced on June 12. As, 
moreover, all facilities on the island 
have been completed tazed, it no 
longer has any value as a base, it was 
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pointed out. 

June 14 The supplementary bud- 
get for the general and special 
accounts for the 1943-44 fiscal year 
to be presented to the eight-second 
extraordinary session of the Diet is 
decided upon by the Government at 
the emergency Cabinet meeting. 
The total amount in revenue and 
expenditures each is 620,000,000. 

The Imperial Headquarters reveals 
that Japanese Navy air units again 
sweeping over the Russell Islands in 
a large formation on June 12 en- 
gaged several dozen enemy planes 
in combats and shot down thirty- 
three of them. The Japanese side 
lost five planes. 

June 13 The eighty-second ex- 
traordinary session of the Diet is 
convoked and the House of Peers 
and the House of Representatives are 
formally organized. Dr. Gotaro 
Ogawa is selected chairman of the 
Lower House Budget Committee. 

A Philippine inspection party of 
twenty-two members headed by Leon 
G. Guinto, Mayor of Manila, and 
including Pio Duran, secretary-gene- 
tal of the Kalibapi, arrives in Tokyo. 

His Majesty the Emptror is pleased 
to present the First Class Order of 
the Rising Sun with the Grand - 
Cordon to Foreign Minister W. 
Wichit Wathakan of Thailand in 
appreciation of his services rendered 
in ptomoting Japanese-Thai re- 
lations. 

June 16 His Majesty the Emperor 
is pleased to open formally. the 
eighty-second extraordinary session 
of the Diet with his personal presence 
in the House of Peers when he awards 
a gracious Imperial Message. 

Independence will be accorded to 
the Philippines within the course of _ 
this year, it is declared by Premier _ 


} 


General Hidéki Tohjo in his speech 
at the eighty-second extraordinary 
Diet session. 

June 17 The House of Repre- 
sentatives at its plenary session which 
continues into the night adopts all 
the budgetary and legislative bills 
without dissension and turns them 
over to the House of Peers. 

June 18 The following announce- 
ment concerning the “air battle off 
Lunga” is issued by the Imperial 
Headquarters: Air units of the 
Japanese Navy on June 16 with large 
fighter-bomber formations stormed 
an enemy convoy off Lunga on 
Guadalcanar. The battle results as- 
certained up till today are as follows : 
transports large type, four sunk; 
medium type, two sunk; small type, 
one sunk, and large type, one damag- 
ed. One destroyer was sunk. More 

than thirty-two airplanes were shot 
down. Japanese losses were twenty 
planes not yet returned. 

All eight legislative and three 
budgetary bills submitted by the 

Government are passed by the House 
Of Peers without amendment, thus 
concluding the business of the three- 


day extraordinary Diet session on it 
eanl-diy, dinary | on on its 
_ Field-Ma Sir — Archibald 


Commander-in-Chief of the 
‘orces in India, has been 
Viceroy and Governot- 
ia succeeding Lord 
General Claude John 
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Wavell’s position, it is announced in 
London. 

June 19 Mr. Subhas Chandra 
Bose, prominent Indian nationalist 
leader, suddenly reached Tokyo in 
time to heat personally Premier 
General Hidéki Tohjo’s determina- 
tion “to exhaust all means in order 
to help expel and eleminate from 
India Anglo-American influences 
which are the enemies of the Indian 
people and to enable that nation to 
attain full independence in the true 
sense of the term”? in the House 
of Peers on June 16. It is revealed 
that he conferred with Premier 
Tohjo on June 14 and had also met 
Foreign Minister Mamoru Shighé- 
mitsu. He also held conferences 
with high military officers. Today, 
Mr. Bose issued a lengthy statement 
on the objective of the Indian 
independence movement. 

June 20 The supreme commander 
of the Japanese Army forces in the 
Philippines authorizes the establish- 
ment of a Philippine Independence 
Preparation Committee and orders 
that body to expedite the ptepara- 
tions for Philippine independence. 
The members are selected at a special 
Convention of the Kalibapi. Mr. 
Jose P. Laurel, commissioner of the 
interior, is made chairman of the 
committee. 

An economic mission headed by 
Mr. Masatsuné Ogura, former 
Finance Minister, and composed of 
other eminent businessmen, will make 


a tour of inspection of pacified 
China next month, it is announced. 
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RESTORATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SETTLEMENT OF 
SHANGHAI : 


(7) Statement by the Board of Information, June 30, 1943 


The Japanese Government, in accordance with Article 4 of the Agtee- 
ment Between Japan and the Republic of China Concerning the Rendition of 
Concessions and the Relinquishment of Extra-territorial Rights concluded on 
January 9 this year, had their Ambassador to China carry on consultations 
with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of China relative to the 
enforcement of the restoration of administrative rights in the International 
Settlement of Shanghai to the National Government of the Republic of 
China. Complete agreement of views having been reached, the Agreement 
and Terms of Understanding for the enforcement of the restoration of the 
administrative rights in the International Settlement of Shanghai were signed 
at Nanking today, June 30. 


(2) Outlines of the Agreément 


In accordance with Article 4 of the Agreement Between Japan and the 
Republic of China Concerning the Rendition of Concessions and the Re- 
linquishment of Extra-territorial Rights which was concluded at Nanking on 
January 9 of the eighteenth year of Showa corresponding to the thirty-second 
year of the Republic of China, the following has been discussed and decided 
upon. ; 
: Articte 1. The enforcement of the restoration of administrative 
tights over the concession based on the Land Regulations of the Shanghai 
International Settlement and the By-Laws thereof by the Government of the 
Republic of China shall take place on August 1 of the eighteenth year of a 
Showa corresponding to the thirty-second year of the Republic of China. 

ArTICLE 2. All public establishments, assets and property rights 
belonging to the Municipal Council of the Shanghai International Settlement 
shall without compensation be transferred to the Republic of China in their 
existing condition and all liabilities of the said council shall be taken over 
by the Republic of China in their existing condition. 

ARTICLE 3. The Government of the Republic of China shall respect 
and reaffirm the rights and interests with respect to real estate and others 
which the Japanese Government and nationals have in the International 
Settlement and its Extension Roads on the basis of existing conditions and 
shall take the necessary measures for this purpose. aS 

Articite 4. After the enforcement of the restoration of administrative 
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tights based on the Land Regulations of the Shanghai International Settle- 
ment and the By-Laws thereof, the Government of the Republic of China 
shall, in their administration of the said area, maintain at least the standard 
hitherto maintained with respect to the domicile, occupation and welfare of 
Japanese nationals resident therein. 

_ArrIcLE 5. Concrete matters pertaining to the enforcement of the 
present agreement shall be decided upon by consultation between the Japanese 
and Chinese authorities of the locality concerned. 


(3) Outlines of the Terms of Understanding 


(x) Documents and records concerning the administration of the In- 
ternational Settlement which are in the custody of the Municipal Council 
‘of the Shanghai International Settlement shall be delivered to the Chinese 
authorities of the locality concerned simultaneously with the restoration of 
the concession. 
(2) The transfer of the public establishments, assets and various 
Property rights and the taking over of the liabilities under Article 2 of the 
Agreement shall, with the exception of those concerning prisons of the 
Municipal Council, be made between the Municipal Council and the Chinese 
sat authorities of the locality concerned. 
pe (3) Public establishments to be transferred under Atticle 2 of the 
See Agreement shall include all fixed establishments attached to them and equip- 
ment and materials for their management and maintenance. 

(4) Regarding concrete matters with tespect to Article 3 of the Agree- 
ment, consultation between the Japanese and Chinese authorities of the 
locality concerned shall be held as necessity arises. Land taxes to be paid by 
Japanese nationals holding perpetual leases shall continue to be maintained 
at the existing rate pending the settlement of the question of taxation arising 


from extra-territorial rights which Japan at present enjoys in the Republic of 


uthorities these levies as contributions. 

he offi and other employees of the Municipal 
Settlement to be taken over by the 
— fh the Government of the Re- 


tules and regulations 
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concerning their allowances, vacations, retirement allowances and annual 
pensions, and that, in case of any change of these rules and regulations being 
made, that Government shall make the necessary arrangements in accordance 
with the spirit of respecting the vested rights of such personnel. 


(4) Statement by Premier Tohjo. 


The Japanese Government have previously recognized that the National 
Government of the Republic of China should restore to themselves as early 
as possible the Shanghai International Settlement in accordance with the 
Agteement between Japan and the Republic of China Concerning the 
Rendition of Concessions and the Relinquishment of Extra-territorial Rights 
concluded on January 9 of this year. 

To carry out the Agreement, the Japanese Government have completed 
the various preparations, and recently as a result of consultations between the 
Japanese Ambassador to China and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
National Government of the Republic of China a complete agreement of 
views was teached, resulting in the signature today of the Agreement con- 
cerning the Enforcement of the Restoration of the Shanghai International 
Settlement and the Terms of Understanding. 

It is recalled that the Foreign Concessions in China, especially the 
Shanghai International Settlement, have had their origin in the Opium War 
of a century ago. Since that time, Britain and the United States have con- 
verted these Concessions into their strong bases for dominating China 
politically, economically and culturally, concentrating extensive rights and 
interests there and have tenaciously endeavoured to protect their existence. 

The very existence of these International Concessions have been one 
of the gteatest obstacles to the renaissance of China, as they have been a 
cancerous impediment to the construction of greater East Asia. The fact 
that these age-long evils are about to be eradicated by the concerted effort of 
Japan and China is indeed deeply significant, inasmuch as it further promotes 
the development of the new relations between Japan and China which are 
on the road toward the successful prosecution of the greater East Asia war 
and clarifies the true nature of the construction of greater East Asia. 

The object of the pressnt war of greater East Asia is ultimately to 
defeat the insidious ambitions of the United States and Britain of grasping 
the hegemony of East Asia, to eliminate the root evils of disturbing the peace 
and well-being of this region and thus to emancipate the countries and peoples 
of greater East Asia from the long-standing shackles of those Powers, 
thereby securely establishing those conditions which would enable them to 
contribute according to their respective inherent qualities toward the 
welfare of mankind and a just and righteous peace of the world. 

A year and a half have elapsed since the outbreak of the greater East 
Asia war, and meanwhile Japan has firmly established a basic strategic posi- 
tion of sure victory and invincibility. The Chinese National Government 
and the Thai Government are now waging the common war as one body 
with our country and so too is Manchoukuo co-operating with us by devo- 
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i her total strength and power. 
veg Nba aaienanss ty publicly pledged the independence of Burma 


ilippines and is endeavouring to consummate its fulfilment in the 
shay capes The peoples of greater Hast Asia are, in complete unison 
and iron solidarity, now going vigorously forward toward the attainment of 
the object of the war. The sinister designs of the United States and Britain 
to re-establish their old and egoistic order in East Asia must be regarded not 
only as inimical to the cause of righteousness and justice among mankind, 
but also as the utterly futile illusion of people who are now being driven 

in defeat. : 

osama International Settlement after its restoration to China will 
make its start in a completely new form of East Asiatic character as a part of 
greater Shanghai, the central metropolis of China, both in name and reality. 
Considering the.important role which that place is destined to play in the 
future, we may well expect thereby the further strengthening of the National 
Government and the more vigorous reconstruction of China. It is the firm 
belief of the Japanese Government that the National Government, with 
inflexible determination, will successfully perform the important tespon- 
sibilities for the reconstruction and development of that metropolis. 


RADIO ADDRESS BY AMBASSADOR SABURO KURUSU, 
JULY 4, 1943 


Our American enemies are waging a wat—a costly and brutal war—in 
otder to deny and deprive the one billion people of East Asia of the same 
liberty for which they profess to be fighting. It is, indeed, a singular fact 
that the United States which has continually posed as the champion of liberty 
Should now oppose by force the liberation of the peoples in East Asia. 

___ It is still fresh in our memories that the United States played the part 

___ of a zealous protector of the principles of the integrity of China and of the 
Open Door. But the very fact that Chinese sovereignty and its exercise were 
made the object of numerous international agreements to none of which 

_ China was allowed to be a party is indisputable proof that, China was not 
_ permitted the enjoyment of a status of equality with other Powers. China, 
in a word, was a mere pawn in the game of power politics. The develop- 
ment of the present war, however, has at last brought about an epochal 
( in the situation in East Asia. What China has desired and demanded 
yeats past is now being steadily realized in the most amicable 
through genuine and genial co-operation between the Japanese 
the Chinese National Government at Nanking. Thus has 
to occupy a position to play an important rdle in the concerted 
the peoples of East Asia on an equal footing with Japan and other 
of tl e. How could: one naturally wonders, the United 


friend of China, object to and still less 


dete Ey ope 


sie 


lands have been promised independence 
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within this year and the aspitations which the Filipino’ people have enter- 
tained for the past several decades since Jose Rizal died for them are about to’ 
be completely realized. Incidentally, America’s imperialistic expansion in 
the Orient which caused her to be drawn into international entanglements 
will be terminated, once and for all. 

As to the independence of India and the emancipation of other peoples 
of Asia, it is glaringly inconsistent with the ideals which inspired the found- 
ing of the United States, that America, of all the nations in the world, should 
choose to fight to deny these peoples the freedom which they so ardently 
desire. As a matter of fact, there is reason to believe that the majority of the 
American people ate at heart sympathetic toward this rising tide of move- 
ment for liberty in East Asia. Was it not George Washington who said that 
the love of liberty is interwoven with evety ligament of the hearts of the 
American people ? 

When all the factors that led to the outbreak of hostilities between 
Japan and America ate coolly and comprehensively considered, America’s 
tesponsibility for provoking and Precipitating the present war becomes 
irrefutably clear, notwithstanding the whole array of propaganda to the 
contrary. Let the record speak. It is America who, by bringing pressure 
to bear on us politically and economically, forced Japan to take up the sword 
in defence of her national existence. Ametica slipped, so to speak, into the 
wart, misguided by irresponsible leaders. Little wonder, therefore, that 
America’s wat aims are extremely nebulous. Little wonder again that not 
a few Americans ate bewildered as to why America is at war—America who 
could in tranquillity have enjoyed peace and prosperity, menaced as she was 
by none at all. 

Americans are, I know, told that the Atlantic Charter epitomizes their 
wat aims. Very well. Why is it, then, that many eminent American leaders 
are pleading for the hegemony of the great Powers—at the expense of smaller 
nations? The case of Poland is merely one of the numerous examples that 
eloquently reveal the untenability of the so-called Atlantic Chatter. 

Japan’s war aims, on the other hand, are directed toward the establish- 
ment of an enduring world peace through the liberation of East Asia. In- 
deed, the future destiny of East Asia—this vast region comprising teeming 
millions—depends upon the outcome of the present war. 

Already our efforts in constructing a new East Asia are gathering great 
momentum, thanks to the spirited and spontaneous co-operation of the one 
billion people marching victoriously forward toward theit ideal ; and brick 
by brick and stone by stone the imposing edifice is taking shape steadily— 
the edifice of liberty and freedom. In fact, in prtoffering the pledges of 
independence and participation in government to the various peoples of this 
part of the world, Japan was actuated by her desire to tespond to the legiti-. 
mate aspirations of these peoples to regain their proper places which had 
hitherto been encroached upon by foreign Powers. 

This policy of restoring freedom to Asia is often called a new policy. 
As a matter of fact, however, it is, as recently pointed out by Foreign Minister _ 
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Shighémitsu, not at all new. It aims at realizing the ideal of Japan since 
her founding as a nation, that of ultimately rendering the universe ie a 
single harmonious family, each nation being assigned its on aa " ace 
so as to enjoy international relations of concord and conci aa e Hes 
endeavoured in the past to carry out this policy, but its realization has been 
sadly hampered by manceuvres and machinations on the part of the Anglo- 
Saxon Powers who made it their point to alienate and antagonize the countries 
and peoples of East Asia, one against another. These adverse foreign in- 
fluences have now been eliminated and our ideal has, at last, been given its 
first opportunity of realization. tig 
_ The recent trend in the conduct of America’s foreign policy in both 
Europe and Asia has become ambiguous and arbitary, radically deviating 
from the path of its traditional diplomacy, the principles of which had been 
laid down by George Washington. Something like a century and a half ago, 
America, through her own independence and through President Montoe’s 
declaration in 1823, laid the foundation for a new order in the Western 
Hemisphere. But due mainly, I believe, to the tapid rising of her wealth and 
power, as well as the mounting world-wide imperialistic tendency, America’s 
foreign policy has assumed an increasingly interventionist tone involving 
| her in frequent international controvetsies, the causes of which are essentially 
foreign to her concerns. Especially American policy toward Latin America, 
; became at one time so rampantly aggressive as to invite such critical appella- 
tions as the “big stick policy,” “dollar diplomacy”? and ‘‘ Yankee im- 
Bee 3, perialism.” It was not, as you all remember, unusual for America until 
= recently to station armed forces on foreign soil for quite long periods—for 
pee mote than ten years in some cases—in spite of criticism abroad and opposition 
at home. 

Of late, as a result of numerous bitter experiences, the United States, 
has been forced to adopt the so-called good neighbour policy toward the 
countries of Latin America. But even this policy has repeatedly been per- 
verted and wantonly extended. Under the guise of inter-American solidarity, 
___ the United States has compelled her southern neighbours either into declaring 
___Wat against or rupturing diplomatic relations with the Axis Powers, including 
Japan. The United States has thus caused these Latin American countries 
to meddle, though indirectly, in the affairs of East Asia where they have no 
Political interest at all, When the ptesent war hysteria in America subsides 
i the pan-American good neighbour policy returns to its proper pattern, 
tin American republics will, I turst, find themselves among the first 
_ Countries to recognize the justice of our new East Asia policy, 

‘he present world war is being waged with great intensity and ona 
on land, sea and in the air. But even more intensive and extensive 
ges which are now taking place in the internal and external 
belligerent countries, as well as of the rest of the world, es- 
con ocial fields. Viewed in this sense, the present 


ed from the standpoint of Occidental history, this 


onary transformation of human civilization 
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transformation may be regarded as a sudden resurge of the tide of progress 
which, having gradually risen after the Dark Ages, had for a time been tetard- 
ed up by the Versailles Treaty. Therein do we find the inherent legiti- 
macy and historical inevitability of the new European order advocated by 
Germany and Italy. If, however, the United States and Great Britain do 
not, ot will not, realize this obvious trend of the world in general and con- 
tinue their futile efforts to restore the sta/us quo ante under such an obsolete 
and ossified slogan as the “‘ preservation of democracy,” they will surely be 
ovetwhelmed and submerged by the irresistible march of time. 

From the viewpoint of the peoples of East Asia, the past century has 
been a period when the West dominated the East.’ But the time of in- 
escapable reaction has arrived. The coming century is clearly the era of the 
restoration to Asia of its rightful inheritance. Asiatic liberation will be 
brought about by the concerted efforts of Japan and her neighbours who are 
now engaged in constructing a new East Asia, freed entirely from the 
baneful influence of Anglo-Saxon machinations. 

In the meantime, our solidarity with Germany and Italy is becoming 
evermore close and our collaboration in the execution of the war leaves 
nothing to be desired. Thus, we will fight on, with full confidence in ulti- 
mate victory, until the day when the new order shall be established both 
in Europe and in Asia. 


JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY JAPANESE AND THAILAND 
GOVERNMENTS, JULY 5, 1943. 


(2) The Text 


General Hidéki Tohjo, Premier and concurrently War Minister of 
Japan, and Field-Marshal Phibu Songgram, Premier, and concurrently 
Defence Minister of Thailand, met on July 4, at Bangkok, reviewed the 
prevailing global war situation and the relations between Japan and Thai- 
land, and exchanged views as to the measures to be taken for the consolida- 
tion of greater East Asia and for the successful prosecution of the common 
war. 

As a tesult of the meeting, both administrative chiefs reaffirmed that the 
invincible position of greater East. Asia has been established, in spite of the 
attempts of the United States of America and Great Britain to retrieve their 
desperate situation. They also confirmed the view that the construction of 
the common prosperity sphere in greater East Asia will be accomplished when 
all the component States and peoples of the region strengthen their solidarity 
on the basis of mutual respect for sovereignty and devote themselves with 
the conviction of victory toward the successful prosecution of the war. 

Further, Premier Tohjo took this opportunity to reaffirm in 
unequivocal terms that Japan always respects the sovereignty and independ-— 
ence, and desires the prosperity, of Thailand. Both leaders then held an 
important discussion on the long cherished aspiration of Thailand for 
new territory, as well as on collaboration between Japan and Thailand which 
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q was conducted amidst a very amicable atmosphere, as the result of which 
they arrived at a complete agreement of views to incorporate into Thailand 
the four provinces of Perlis, Kedah, Kelantan and Trengganu in northern 


Ris States. 


(2) Premier Tohjo’s Speech (Domei) 


Re, Your Excellency and Gentlemen: I am very happy in visiting your 
ee country, thereby realizing the desire cherished by me for alongtime. ‘This 
evening, I and my party have been invited by His Excellency Premier Song- 
ey gtam to this reception and His Excellency has been pleased to compliment 
au me just now. I express my thanks. I much regret that I am not able to 
invite you to a party by reason of my travelling programme. I hope this 

will be satisfactory to you. 

Our present visit has been the occasion for His Majesty the King of 
‘ Thailand to grant me and my party special consideration in decorating us. 

I was profoundly impressed with this. 

The people of your country have for many yeats resolutely maintained 
their glorious independence and upheld their honour as an Asiatic race in the 
soak - midst of a changeful situation. His Excellency Premier Songgtam, the 

great leader, has personally led all the people, exerted himself to stimulate the 
national spirit and strengthen national power, and made a consistent effort 
to extend national prestige and promote the Ptosperity of East Asia. 

Upon the outbreak of the war of greater East Asia, Thailand resolutely 
ended its long-standing complex and delicate relations with America and 
Britain and made common cause with Japan. While combating manifold 
difficulties, it has since not only carried out Operation in the first line in co- 
Operation with the Japanese forces, but also made exertions in vatious other 
directions, all with the idea of bringing the war to a completely victorious 

SAS end. I have long been impressed by these efforts of all the people of 
__ Thailand and their co-operation with the Empire. I take the opportunity 
of expressing my thanks for all this. 
__ Our stay in your country will be very short. 
have been able to talk personally with His Excell 
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thanks for this beautiful sign of friendship shown by the people of Thailand. 

Your Excellency and Gentlemen : the position of victory in greater East 
Asia, and the position of absolute destruction for the enemy, are being 
strengthened daily and the abundant resources of the atea ate being turned 
rapidly into fighting power. This trend is what will indeed control the fate 
of America and Britain. This indeed is the time for all the peoples of greater 
East Asia to further solidify their unity and drive forward still more power- 
fully on the road toward the destruction of America and Britain. I believe 
firmly that this is the way in which the various nations and peoples in greater 
East Asia will absolutely gain victory. They will attain victory fighting for 
their existence and rise. 

The Japanese Empire not only respects Thailand’s sovereignty and 
territory, but desires deeply Thailand’s prosperity and rise, and at this time 
wishes to strengthen its co-operation and aid the policies of the Thai Govern- 
ment having as its leader Premier Songgram. 

I hope the people of Thailand will further understand Japan’s sincete 
will and fight powerfully around His Excellency Premier Songgram for the 
increase in Thailand’s national prestige, for the successful prosecution of the 
war of greater East Asia, and for the rise and prosperity of greater East Asia. 

In closing, I wish to drink, together with you, a toast to the health of 
His Excellency Premier Phibul Songgram and to pray for the common victory 
of Japan and Thailand. 
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